
IAEA demands Iraqi 'cooperation’ 

5^1 ~ The loternational Atomic Ener- 
^ ^ency (IAEA) on Friday demanded that Iraq stop 
hindering se^hes for nuclear weapons material and 
cooperate fully with its inspectors. But the IAEA's 
annud general assembly adopted a more conciliatory 
tone than m the past, snubbing a U.S. bid to include a 
condemnab^ of Iraq's nuclear programme in its final 
resolution. The IAEA resolution “demands that Iraq 
band over to the action team without further delay any 
currently undisclosed nuclear weapon related equip- 
menL, material and mfoimation.” It also urged that 
Baghdad “allow the action team immediate, uncondi- 
uonal and unrestricted rights of access*' to suspected 
nudear^ weapons sites and “to resolve remainin<^ 
ambiguities, inconsistencies and contradictions’* on 
the information it has so far supplied. 
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3 sentenced for Mubarak attack 

ADDIS ABABA (AP) — Three Egyptian miliiams 
were convicted and sentenced to death Friday for the 
attenqited assassination of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubai^. Fana Radio reported. .All three are mem- 
bers of the outlawed AJ Gamaa A1 Islamiyah. which 
has been waging a four-year campaign of violence to 
overthrow' Mr. Mubarak's secular government and 
install an Islamic state, the radio saTd. Fana Radio, 
owned by the ruling Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front, said the death sentence, by the cen- 
tral criminal high court, will be carried out after it is 
approved by the presidenL Eleven people allegedly 
participated in the attack on Mr. Mubarak's motorcade 
as he was arriving in the Ethiopian capital. Addis 
Ababa, for a meeting of the Oiganisation of African 
Unity on June 26, 1995. Mr. Mubarak w'as not bun, 
but two policemen were killed- 
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Jordan switches 
to winter time 


AMMAN (J.T. 1 — Jordan 
switched to winter time at 
midnight Thursday, making 
the local time three hours 
ahead of Greenwich Mean 
Tune iGMT) instead of two 
hours that the Kingdom fol- 
lowed since April. 

jKabariti receives 
Kuwaiti message 

.AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariii on Friday received 
the Kuwaiti charge d'affaires 
in Amman, Faisal A1 
Mukbeizim, who relayed to 
him a verbal message from 
Kuwaiti Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah AJ 
Sabah dealing with bilateral 
relations and the latest devel- 
opments in Iraq. 

EU and Iran close 
to Rushdie deal 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) and 
Iran are close to striking a 
deal to end a six -year dispute 
over the death sentence 
Tehran passed on the British 
-writer Salman Rushdie, an 
EU source said Friday. Final 
agreement on the accord 
could be reached at a meet- 
ing In New York next Tues- 
day between EU representa- 
tives and Iranian foreign 
minister Ali Akbar Velayati, 
the source said. It would 
clear the way for Iran to 
agree that the fatwa 
enshrining the death sen- 
tence against Rushdie 
would not be carried out on 
the soil of any EL^ countries. 


Israel to sign nuclear 
test ban treaty 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Israeli Foreign Minister 
Da\id Levy will sign a glob- 
al nuclear test ban treat>' 
‘^rnext Wednesday, the day 
after it opens for signing at 
the United Nations, Israeli 
diplomats said Friday. 
Israel’s decision opens the 
way for Egypt to sign the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty which was adopted 
by the UJvI. General 
Assembly on Sept. 10. Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak said on 
Sept. 12 that Egypt would 
only sign if Israel did the 
same. 

Iraqi Ihrcomans to 
hold general meeting 

ANKARA f.AFPl — Iraqi 
Turcomans will meet in 
Ankara ne.xt month to assert 
the solidarity of the Tuildsh- 
speaking minority and seek 
a solution to the conflict in 
northern Iraq, sources said 
here on Friday. The general 
assembly, which will be the 
third of its kind since 1993, 
will seek “to establish long 
And short-term aims" for 
Turcomans, an anonymous 
Turcoman source said. “Our 
aim is to support and defend 
Iraq's territorial inregrity" 
the source added. “But 
should a federal system be 
established in the future, the 
Turcomans would have the 
right to form titeir own 
provinces." 

Afghan jets 
bomb Jalalabad 

ISLAM AB.AD (AFP) — 
Afghan government jets 
bombed the Taleban-held 
eastern garrison city of Jalal- 
abad Friday, injuring at least 
rw'o people, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (.AIPi said as 
the militia claimed more 
gain< in nearby Laghman 
province. The jets largetted 
■^e official residence of the 
provincial governor, the 
city’s airport and some resi- 
dential districts, the agency 
said. The bombing left at 
least two people injured, it 
quoted TalebM ofBcials as 
saying. Purser details were 
not immediately available. 


U.S. reinforces military 
presence in Gulf despite 
easing of Iraq tension 

American soldiers train with live-fire near Iraq border 

Baghdad: Any ground offensive will be annihilated 


KUWAIT CITY fAgencies) 
— As more U.S. troop 
reinforcements arrived in 
Kuwait on Friday for live- 
fire exercises with tanks 
and weapons in the desert 
near Iraq. Baghdad warned 
it could “amiihilate'' any 
U.S. ground offensive. 

Some 700 U.S. first cav- 
alry division troops had 
arrived in Kuwait by the 
afternoon, out of 3,500 on 
their way from Texas, with 
more planes scheduled to 
anive every few hours to 
join - the heavy brigade 
forz^g in Kuwait. 

U.t:.'. Lieutenant Colonel 
Thomas Nickerson said the 
reinforcements were 
expeaed. to reach a full 
strength of 5,000 combat 
troops “within the next 48 
hours." 

“They’re setting up their 
new home." said Sergeant 
James Yocum, referring to 
the first batch of Some 200 
troops who arrived Thurs- 
day and were out in the 
desert the next day digging 
sand berms and setting up 
camouflaged desert camps. 

The 1.200 troops previ- 
ously based in the Kuwaiti 
desert staged a series of 
live-fire exercises using 
Bradley fighting vehicles 
and M-16 rifles, and prac- 
tised fighting in chemical 
warfare mas^ and suits. 

Iraq responded to the 
manoeuvres by saying it 
could “’annUtilate" any 
ground attack by the U.S. 
troops massing in Kuwait. 

The editor of the Iraqi 
government daily Al 
Jumhouriya. Sal^ AJ 
Mukhtar, told AFP in Bagh- 
dad that the “presence of 

5,000 American soldiers 
does not scare Iraq.*' 

‘In case of attack, these 



UJS. soldiers train with live ammunition in the Knwaiti 
desert some 25 kilometres from the Iraqi border on Friday 
(Reuters photo) 


5,000 soldiers would be 
easily annihilated,'' Mr. 
Mukhtar added. 

But he also held out on 
olive branch, saying Bagh- 
dad did not have any 
“aggressive aims gainst 
Kuwait,, and w'e will not 
give the Americans the 
opportunity to lead new 
attacks against Iraq." 

“In fact, we have no 
aggressive aims against 
anyone and we are reily to 


talk with everyone, includ- 
ing the United States and 
Iran," he added. 

Despite easing tensions 
between the United States 
and Iraq, a total of more 
than 30,(X)0 U.S. military 
personnel and 2(X) Ameri- 
can planes will soon be in 
the Gulf. 

The United States boost- 
ed its presence in the region 
Thursday, sending more 
ground troops and 75 war- 


planes to patrol Iraqi skies. 

The USS Enterprise also 
arrived in the Gulf carrying 
about 75 warplanes and 

8.000 personnel in its battle 
group, said T. McCreary, a 
U.S. Navy spokesman. It 
Joins, Che carrier USS Carl 
Vinson, which has been 
involved in policing the 
“no-fly" zone in southern 
Iraq. 

Before the buildup, there 
were only about 19,000 
U.S. military persorme] in 
the region. Including the 
1,2(X) in KuwaiL about 

11.000 were on naval ves- 
sels and about 7,(XI0 air 
force men and women were 
in Saudi Arabia. The new 
troops will bring the total 
U.S. presence -to over 
30,000. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton ordered the deployment 
as part of a major show of 
force in die Gun to concam 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein -and pressure him 
into abandoning his air 
defences in an expanded 
“no fly" zone set up the 
United States over southern 
Iraq. 

Alongside the buildup in 
Kuwait, the United States 
now has two aircraft carri- 
er battlegroups in the Gulf 
and has sent anti-missile 
Patriot missiles to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The military buildup 
includes the stationing of 
eight F-117 St^th 
bombers and 18 F-16 fight- 
ers at Kuwaiti bases. 

Intrinsic Action 96/3, the 
series of exercises xhe new 
troops will join, are to 
“demonstrate U.S. com- 
mitment to the stability and 
security of the Gulf region,” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat pleads for 
German capital 


BONN (Agencies) — 
Yasser Arafat plead^ Fri- 
day for German economic 
investment in the Palestin- 
ian territories, but met with 
reservations on the immedi- 
ate prospects given the 
uncertain state of the peace 
process. 

The Palestinian president 
spoke of "great hopes." but 
the head of Frankfiin's 
chamber of conunerce and 
industry replied that in the 
circumsmnees it would be 
■‘illusory" to expect private 
German enterprise to enter- 
tain long-term projects. 

Frank Niethammer said 
that these required guaran- 
tees, and be instead 
favoured a policy of “small 
steps." 

“It's not an easy market 
but it is a market in which 
one can develop," he com- 
mented. 

Mr. Arafat called urgently 
for investment in water and 
electricity systems, trans- . 
port, housing, health and 
training. He said the infra- 
structure of the Palestinian 
people's homeland had 
been “wholly destroyed." 

A major obstacle to his 
investment hopes is the 
continued closure of the 
territories by the Israeli 
authorities. 


The Palestinian leader 
said Thursday this was an 
economic “catastrophe" for 
the territories costing them 
$7 milli on a day. 

Mr. Arafat also met Ger- 
man bankers in Frankfurt, 
and was holding talks with 
the company that operates 
the city's international air- 
port Germany's main air 
traffic hub, before winding 
up bis twoday visit to the 
country Friday. 

The German government 
which through the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) is the 
leading aid donor to 
Palestinians, in July provid- 
ed aid worth 15 million 
marks (SIO million ) for the 
Gaza airport. 

Hesse region's Social 
Democrat Premier Hans 
Eichel, who invited the 
Palestinian leader to make 
the visit, said the Frankport 
airport company could take 
over responsibility for the 
Gaza facility. 

Mr. Arafat held talks Fri- 
day with the chairman of 
the. central council of Jews 
in Germany, Ignatz Bubis, 
who advised patience in 
dealing with the Israeli 
^vemment of Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israelis shell Hizbollah 
amid increasing tension 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
The Israeli army shelled 
Hizbollah positions in 
southern Lebanon on Fri- 
day, a day after two of its 
soldiers were killed in a 
clash with the Iranian- 
backed group, security 
sources said. 

President Elias Hrawi, 
meanwhile, held talks in 
Damascus with his Syrian 
counterpart Hafez Al Assad 
to discuss the tension in 
South Lebanon. 

The military escalation, 
the worst since a cease&e 
between Israel and Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas halted a two- 
week Israeli blitz of the 
region in April, came as 
tension rose between arch- 
foes Syria and Israel. 

Israel has warned of 
heavy retaliation for attacks 
against its troops and Syria 
has been shifting thousands 
of its 40,000 troops in 
Lebanon. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Neian.vahu 
warned the Hizbollah Fri- 
day that Israel would strike 
back at the guerrillas in 
South Lebanon for every 
attack against Israeli sol- 
diers. 

'"With regards to the 
Hizbollah, we will strike at 
them, very strong hits in 
response to every attack 


Levy confidant: 
Peace needs 
^concession’ 
over Golan 

A PARLIAMENT mem- 
ber close to Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
said Friday any peace 
agreement between l^el 
and Syria implies a *^r- 
ritorial concession” to 
Damascus. 

Yebuda Liincry, a for- 
mer ambassador to Paris 
told a Jewish radio sta- 
tion: “A stable peace with 
Syria means a normalisar 
don... and a territorial 
concession which remains 
to be determined, bat 
returning to the borders 
of 1949 or 1967 is ont of 
the question.” 

cannot tell you what 
size it will be. But the 
principle (of a territorial 
conce^on) is a clear 
principle in everyone's 
mind ” lanciy said. 

Mr. Lancry belongs to 
Mr. Levy's parliamentary 
group *K3esher” (bridge). 

they cany out against us," 
Mr. Netanyahu told Israel's 

(Continued on page 7) 


Barzani says Turkey dropped 
buffer zone plan, his ties with 
West mending despite Saddam 


11 kiUed, 

35 injured 
in shelling 
of refugees 

GENEVA (AFP). — 
Eleven refugees died and at 
least 35 were injuj^ when 
their camp in northern Iran 
was shelled by the Iraqi 
army and its Kurdish allies, 
the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
( UNHCR) said here Friday. 

"Forty-six people were 
taken to hospital, of whom 
seven died on the way and 
four after their arrival," 
according to spokeswoman 
Christiane Berthiaume. 
quoting information passed 
on from UNHCR represen- 
tatives in Iran. 

Shortly after the bombing 
of the Seiran-band camp on 
Wednesday, the official 
Iranian news agen^ IRNA 
said that four Kurdish 
refugees had been kiUed, 
.including three children, 
and a funher ten bad been 
injured. 

Tbe camp, located about 
20 kilometres from the 
town of Baneh in Iranian 
Kurdistan, is home to some 

35,000 Kurdish refugees. 

According to the spokes- 
woman. the UNHCR is 
holding talks with Tehran 
authorities to organise the 
transfer of thousands of 
Kurdish reftigees to a camp 
further from the Iraqi bor- 
der. 

Tens of thousands of 
Kurds fled to Iran last week 
after the Kurdistan Democ- 
ratic Party (KDP) drove out 
its rival, ^ Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK). from 
Kurdish northern Iraq with 
help from Baghdad. 

The Iranian Red Crescent 
has 65,889 Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees in five camps, 
who fled fighting in Iraq 
earlier this month, officials 
said. 

Tbe International Federa- 
tion of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies said tbe 
camps were located in tbe 
Iranian provinces of Kur- 
distan and Kermanshah, as 
well as in neighbouring 
Azerbaijan. 

The Red Crescent- said it 
was assisting other 
reftigees living outside tbe 
camps, and that some 
150.0Ci0 Kurds were also 
massed on the Iraqi side of 
the border. 

‘The situation in the area 
remains volatile," an offi- 
cial for the federation said. 

The PKK charged Friday 
that the KDP has made 
hundreds of arrests and 
executed several oppo- 
nents. 

“Several hundred people, 
perhaps thousands, have 
been airested," tbe PUK 
said in a statement . “Some 
of them have already been 
executed." 

It said the former prime 
minister of a Kurdish gov- 
ernment set up in northern 
Iraq, Fuad Massum, was 
among those airested as 
well as several members of 
an elected parliament. 

Tbe KDP has ransacked 
offices, television and radio 
stations, and printing press- 
es, as well as homes of 
PLlv party chiefs, the 
group said. 

It called for die United 
Nations and human rights 
organisations to send mon- 
itors to the region “to bait 
this brutal campaign of 
revenge, because the lives 
of hundreds of detaine(i 
people are at risk.” 


SALAHUDDIN (Agen- 
cies') — Iraqi Kui^sh 
leader Massoud Barzani 
said here Friday that 
Turkey had abandoned its 
plan to set ' up a security 
zone in northern Iraq to 
keep out Turkish Kurd 
rebels. 

He also told a press con- 
ference in his mountain 
stronghold of Salabuddin 
that relations between his 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) and the West 
were “on the mend" despite 
his alliance last month with 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Turkey’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller informed 
him that Ankara has "given 
up the security zone pro- 
ject," Mr. Barzani said, two 
days after his meetings, 
with Turkish officials and 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert Pelletreau. 

Arab states ha\'e backed 
Iraq's rejection of the plan 
as an infringement of its 
sovereignty. 

Tbrkey raised tbe propos- 
al after the KDP backed by 
Iraqi troops seized control 
of the main town of Erbil in 
Iraqi Kurdistan, ousting 
rival fighters of the Patriot- 
ic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). 

But Ankara also later said 
it would tum to the KDP to 
help police the border 
region and curb cross-bor- 
der raids by the Kurdish 
LabourPaity (PKK), which • 
is fighting for a Kurdish 
homeland in southeast 
Turkey. 

Mr. Barzani said the KDP 
would hold further meet- 
ings with the United 
States, after his talks in 
Ankara on Wednesday with 
Mr. Pelletreau. 

“Relationships will be 
warmer. There is some mis- 
understanding, but this is 
on the mend." Mr. Barzani 
told reporters, referring to 
Western criticism of his 
alliance with Baghdad. 

He reaffirmed ±at the 
alliance was tactical and 
not part of a long-term 
deal. "We have not reached 
any political agreement." * 
the KDP chief said. 

Mr. Barzani said he had 
^pealed “10 times" for 
help from Washington last 
montii in the cot^ct with 
the PUK, which the KDP 
said was receiving military 
support ftom Iran, before 
turning to Baghdad. 

“We have some differ- 
ences with Baghdad, but on 
this point (of Iraqi sover- 
eignty) we are agreed," he 
said, without specifying if 
the KDP would resume 
autonomy calks with the 


central government. 

The KDP is to hold a sec- 
ond meeting with U.S. 
officials in early October 
to discuss Western protec- 
tion for the Kurds, the 
group's spokesman Sami 
Abdul Rahman said Friday. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman said 
the KDP wanted tbe return 
to Iraqi Kurdistan of the 
allied Military Command 
Centre (MCC) which has 
superN'ised Western relief 
efforts in the region since 
1991. 

U.S. aid agencies as well 
as the MCC were evacuated 
across the border to Turicey 
after Erbil fell to Iraqi 
troops on .Aug. 3 1 and was 
banded over to Mr. 
Barzani *s fighters. 

The KDP has since routed 
the PUK in the region. John 
Deutch, director of the 
Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA), said Mr. 
Barzani was now .seeking 
U.S. "assistance to make* 
sure that he doesn't 

jKcome too dependent on 
Saddam Hussein." 

A high-ranking U.S. offi- 
cial said meanwhile, Mr. 
Baizani's actions ‘’indicat- 
ed some interest in a rela- 
tionship with us and per- 
haps in some distancing 
from Saddam Hussein." 

The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
said Mr. Barzani may have 
entered a “tactical alliance" 
with tbe Iraqi leader. "This 
is risky business." the ofii- 
ciaJ added. 

Mr. Deutch said over 350 
Iraqi tanks were deployed 
during tbe Aug. 31 offen- 
sive on Erbil along with 
some 30.000 to 40,000 
Iraqi troops and 300 
artillery, pieces. 

Although President Sad- 
dam has managed to 
reestablish his influence 
owr northern Iraq, Mr. 
Deutch said Baghdad’s mil- 
itary capabilities had 
we^ened since the end of 
the Gulf war. 

But Mr. Deutch said that 
over the last six weeks, "he 
has gotten stronger politi- 
cally in the region" because 
of Ids foothold in northern 
Iraq. 

.Asked whether tbe United 
States could have prevented 
a split between tbe two 
rival Kurdish factions, Mr. 
Deutch indicated that 
Washington could have 
stepped up its involvement 
after the PUK turned to 
Iran for help. 

Mr. Deutch reiterated tbe 
administration’s position 
that on independent Kur- . 
diston is not in tbe U.S. 

(Continued on pag 7) 



U.S.A IMMIGRATION VISA (GREEN 
CARD) LOTTERY NEXT YEAR 

Last year thousands have won the Green 
Card Lottery and are now living and working in 
America. If you have not been selected in the past, this 
is your chance to be registered In the next year Green 
Lottery. 

Only the first 3000 applicants, vrill receive a 
registration (oim. Your name will be registered for the 
coming 3 consecutive years or until your native country 
Is excluded from the prograni, which ever comes first 

For more information about the Permanent 
Resident Visa Lottery (Green Card) and registration 
form, send your name address to: 


IMMIGRANTS LOTTERY AGENCY 
6220 LAGUNA PARK 
ELK GROVE, CALIFORNIA 95758 
PHONE: (91 6) 684-7241 FAX (91 6) 684-7340 


Your name and address must be written clearly In English 
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Europarliament seeks 
to block aid to Ibrkey 


STR.ASBOURG (Ri — The 
Europeiin Parliament, angered 
by whai it sees a.s Turkey's 
reneging on ' promises to 
improve its human righis 
record, said on Thursday it 
would block hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars of aid to 
Ankara. 

Euro-MPs .said in a resolu- 
tion they would free7.e Euro- 
pean Union iEUl aid destined 
for Turkey next month when 
they begin discussions on the 
1097 EU budget. The budget 
must have parliamentary' 
approval. 

Tliursday's call renewed the 
parliament's war of words 
with Turkey. Last year the 
assembly threatened to thwart 
a customs union between 
Ankara and the 15-naiion EU. 

"Since the establishment of 
the customs union, the human 
rights situation in Turkey ho.s 
noticeably deteriorated and no 
appreciable progress has been 
made towojvLs democrutisa- 
lion." the parliament said in a 
resolution. 

Deputies added that since 
January 1996. when the cus- 
toms union came into force. 
Turkey had fomented tension 
by actions such as ■■provoca- 
tions in the Aegean Sea and 
Cyprus and aggression in 
northern Iraq." 

In .Ankara. Turkish Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller criti- 
cised the parliamem's ntove. 

"I would like to strongly 
condemn the decision that the 
European Parliament took 
today, becau.se this decision 
expresses a completely biased 
point uf view." she told 
reponers. 

"Turkey has made serious 
progress in human rights in 
the past two years of its own 
free will. Those who expect 
U.S to act according to 
Europe's biased ideas are mis- 
taken." 

The parliament approved 
the creation of the customs 
union Inst December only 
after Turkey had given explic- 
>: it guarantees that it . would 
lake positive action on human 
rights. Jemocraiisation. 


Cyprus and the plight of 
Kurds. 

The ■ assembly said on 
Thursday that 'Turkey's fail- 
ure to honour these obliga- 
tions was "in conflict with 
the loner and spirit" of the 
customs union and other EU- 
Tiirkey accords. 

Socialist Euro-MPs. who 
make up the 626-seat parlia- 
ment s largest faction, denied 
having been hoodwinked into 
approval of the custom.'^ deal 
by promises from Ankara. 

■ "As sociaJists I think we 
have special responsibility 
here becau.se it was our vole 
that made it pos.sibie for the 
cuMom.s union to gel 
through." German socialist 
Deputy Jannis Sakellariou 
told a new.s conference earlier 
in the week. 

•■Wc voted in favour of the 
custom.s union as a kind of 
confidence building mea- 
sure." he said. '“But we want- 
ed them to fulfill tiheir) com- 
miimenis." 

Hans Van Den Broek. the 
European commissioner 
responsible for relations with 
Turkey and Cyprus, promised 
deputies on Wednesday that 
the commis.sion — the EU 
executive — would produce 
a report on the customs union 
by October. This would look 
at recent developments on 
dentocracy and ..the preserva- 
tion of human rights, he said. 

Parliament wants oil EU aid 
to Turkey to stop immediate- 
ly. bar funding for projects to 
promote democracy and 
respect for human riglus. 

llte EU plans to set aside 
375 million ECUs (S470 mil- 
lion > between 1996 and 2000 
to help Turkey implement the 
customs pact 

Turkey is also eligible for 
sub.staniial financing from the 
EU's NfED.A programme, 
through which 410 million 
ECUs have been earmarked 
for the bloc's Mediterranean 
neighbours in 1996. 

The EU could aflocate as ■ 



RECONSTRUCTED; Workers walk around the reconstructed oil refinery at Tikrit in Iraq. 
Iraq has been allowed to sell oil in return for food under U.N Resolution 986, but the U.S. 
administration is debying the process after the recent missile attack on Iraq's southern mil- 
itary installations in retaliation for Baghdad's military incursion against a Kurdish faction 
in support of another in northern Iraq. The U.N. secretary-general said Thursday he did not 
expect the deal to be implemented before 1997 (see page 12) (Reuters photoj 


Israel accepts prominent French 
role in Middle East peacemaking 


PARIS (R) — I.sraeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view published on Thursday 
he accepted France's efforts 
to play a more active role in 
Middle East peacemaking. 

The hardline Israeli leader, 
due to visit Paris ne.xt week, 
told the Fn?nch magazine 
Valeurs Actueiles he was not 
sure the European Union 
(EU) had a coherent foreign 
policy or understood the dan- 
gers which the creation of a 
Palestinian state would 
imply. 

Mr. Netanyahu, whose 
opposition to trading occu- 
pied Arab land for peace has 
been criticised by France, 
said he did not believe Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac's policy 
was "atTned. exclusively 
towards the Arab countries to 


much as S42-miiUctn -ECUs to detrynenc of other'^flun- 
this group of ■countries in -trieshi' ... 


simply wants to play an 
active role in the region, com- 
mensurate with its real 
importance. That is a healthy 
and normal ambition,*' he 
said. 

Mr. Chirac, who will meet 
Mr. Netanyahu next Wednes- 
day and tour the Middle East 
next month, has sought a big- 
ger role for Paris alongside 
the United States in the peace 
process. 

He sent his foreign minister 
to the region in April to help 
negoriate a ceasefire between 
Israel and Lebanese Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas, using France's 
good contacts with Syria and 
Iran. The French foreign min- 
istry said on Thursday it had 
reassured Israel about suspi- 
cious Syrian troop ■ move- 
ments in somhem Lebanon, 
boasting that its intelligence 


Asked about EU suppon 
for Palestinian self-deiermi- 
narion. Mr. Netanyahu said: 
“1 am not sure the European 
Union has really got a fully 
thought-out or coherent com- 
mon foreign policy so far. 

‘T do not know either 
whether the EU has under- 
stood all the implications of 
the creation of a sovereign 
Palestinian state. Such a state 
would control Israel's water 
resources and airspace, could 
invite the armed forces of 
Arab states or Islamic 
extremists on to its territory, 
could continue to formulate 
ex&eraist demands towards 
the state of Israel.'* 

Mr.. Netanyahu, who will 
tour Britain. France and Ger- 
many next week, said it 
would not be logical for die 
Europeans to be more cate- 
^ricaf about the final shape 


ie..detryn,enc of other'^jQun- „ network had concluded the ^ricaf about the final shape " 
iesxi' ... mov^enzs^were. a no.utine ^ .lOf .peat^., th^iu.Jh^ . parties i 
.‘‘JCj5eeij|s to me that, France j., redeplojrmeiit. I ■' inypjved inji,egpU.atidns. ’I 


U.S. expands probe into ^Gulf war syndrome’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The Pentagon has decided 
to widen its p(x>be of the so- 
called Gulf WOT syndrome to 
see if suIJiers afflicted with 
(he mssicrious disease were 
L'.\pn<ied to chemical wu.ipi«ns 
during the war. 

Kenneth Bacon, a Pentagon 
Spokesman, said at a news 
conference Thursday that the 
U.S. inilicarx' would chock on 
the sf:iiu.s of some 5.000 sol- 
diers — and possibly even 
more — wh«i may have been 
exposed. 

At issue are two sites. where 
in March chemical 

weapi'-ns were desirx'ved. rmc 
in si»-ealled "Bunker 73." and 
the other in a pl.tee called "The 
Pit." 

"We Jon'i know how manv 
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chemical weapons were in that 
piu" Mr. Bacon said. "So itV 
difficult for us. to model the 
dispersion of whatever chemi- 
cals might have occured." 

Mr. Bacon said It wa.s possi- 
ble that the number of soldiers 
to be examined could be high- 
er than 5.00O. 

"I think that there is a po.ssi- 
biliiy Uiut the number will 
grow. Ho\y great a po.ssibiliiy. 

( don't know." he said. 

Mr. Bacon said U.S. authori- 
ties had decided to enlarge the 
area .'iroiind the two sites from 
five kilometres to abttui 25 
kilometres to determine 
whether there was .some conta- 
mination from chemical prod- 
ucts. 

Gulf W'ur syndrome is u col- 
lection of complaints reported 


by returning veterans of the 
war. including joint pain, 
fatigue, headaches, memory 
and .sleep loss, nuhes and 
depression. 

In June, the U.S. Defence 
Department awarded S7.3 mil- 
lion for medical research on 
the possible eau.ses and treat- 
ment of the atTliction. 

Thursday's announcement 
va.s(ly expanded the search for 
po.ssibIe victiras after the mili- 
tary said earlier that only 150 
U.S. inxips could have .suf- 
fered some exposure as they 
destroyed the Kamlsiyah 
ammunition depot in southern 
Iraq in March 1991. 

The new advisory said the 
expanded nottiicatlvms were 
being made because deadly 
chcmic.ll nerve auenis sarin 


and cyclosarin might have 
spread from 1 22 rockets being 
destroyed in on area of the big 
arras complex. 

"The Defence Department 
will begin noriEcarions imme- 
diately to about 5.000 service 
members who were in the pos- 
sible dispersion area." the 
announcement .said. 

“Information cutremly being 
evaluated suggests low-level 
exposures may have taken 
place out to 25 kilometres 
from the Kamisiyah complex 
on March lO. 1 99 1." 

The U.S. govemniem. on 
orders from President Bill 
Clinton, last year mounted a 
major effort to resolve medical 
complaints from as many a.s 
60.000 U.S. Gulf war vclenin.s. 
The complaints range from 


numbness to memory loss, but 
no common cause or “Gulf 
war syndrome” has been 
found. 

The Defence Department 
and the Central Intelligence 
Agency are already working 
on a computer model that will 
estimate the possible disper- 
sion of the chemical agents to 
Uttops that may have been any- 
where near the Kamisiyah 
complex. 

The Pentagon denied last 
month that it inceniionally 
quashed a 1 99 1 classified 
repon suggesting that U.S. 
troops were exposed to Iraqi 
chemical weapons. But it con- 
ceded that "the full relevance 
of the report ... was^ot recog- 
nised at the time" and it was 
not investigated until this year. 


S. Arabian 

dissident 

suggests 

military 

rule 

I 

• CAIRO (R) — Saudi dissi- 
dent Mohammad Al Masaari 
has said in an interview that 
Saudi .Arabia might benefit 
from a military dictatorship 
as a temporary stage betw'een 
monarchy and constitutional 
government. 

“Mjlitat>' dictatorships are 
not gener^ly a positive thing, 
but in Saudi Arabia's case it 
might be a necessary transi- 
tional period. The new gener- 
ation of army officers ore 
reform-minded... It would be 
the middle classes' day." he 
told the regional weekly 
newspaper the Middle East 
nmes. 

The newspaper had 
planned to print the interview- 
in last week's edition but 
Egyptian government cen- 
sors said in advance they 
would not let the edition into 
the country. The newspaper 
made a copy of the interview 
available to Reuters. 

Mr. Masaari. head of the 
committee for the Defence of 
Legitimate Rights in exile in 
London, has achieved fame 
as an irritant in Saudi-British 
relations. The British govern- 
ment decided to deport him 
to Dominica but the courts 
overruled the decision. 

In the interview he said he 
saw no prospect of the Saudi 
royal ftimily “reforming" 
itself and its best bet was for 
the dominant Sudairi group 
to let Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz succeed 
King Fahd. who has been 
seriously ill. 

The seven Sudairis. sons of 
one wife of the late King 
Abdul Aziz Ben Saud. 
include King Fahd, Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan and 
five other brothers. Prince 
■'■AbdaHah'tS“thelr batf-broefa* 
er. “There's no capability for 
reform, no strong character to 
stop the princes from corrup- 
tion. You'd nebd sofrieone to 
line lens of them up against 
the wall and shoot them, 
they're so used to spending 
that amount of money." he 
said. 

“It would be smart for the 
Sudairis to bring in Abdullah. 

I hope they don't do it," he 
added. “If fahd dies, the situ- 
ation may explode. You may 
see internecine war in the 
next two years. . The other 
scenario, if things go smooth- 
ly. is that we would be able to 
make a real mass movemenu 
maybe at the beginning of the 
next century." he said. 

Mr. Masaari. an Islamist 
academic, has conducted his 
campaign against the Saudi 
family mainly by bombard- 
ing the kingdom with subver- 
sive faxed messages but he 
said he had cut the faxes 
down to batches of 750 from 
2.000 at a time. 


Qadh^start^^ $5,000 to Libya^ J't t 

CAIRO (AP) — Libya has started hanthng out $5,000 in cash 

to needy Libyans as part of a promise by Colonel Moammar . : T ' ' . ' ’ 

Qadhafi to share the country's hefty oil revenues with itscitj. r . „ 

zens. The Central Bank of Libya deposited the money ia ; ‘ 

‘50.000 accounts that will help Libyans with "basic salaries. .• ’ ' ‘ 

pensions or lai^e families." Libyan state television said Thurs. •*!.■.' *.; ' 

day Col. Qadhafi declared earlier this month that needy famj, ' 

lies would receive $5,000 and that the govemraent would 

monitor their spending to make sure it was not wasted. “Buy. 

ing tovs for children." he .said, was an example of how h ...■•■■ 

should* not be used. "You will have to bring something asefiil 

to the country and for yourselves." he was quoted as saying in ... ..., 

the speech. The plan w'as supposed to provide money for T ' ! •. . 

1 13,000 femilies in the ixiuntrv'. which receives more than $10 . ' 

billion a year in oil revenue. The television said more accounts : • * • 

would be set up but did not say when or how many. Other . 'i. • • 

needy were uiged more to apply, the television said in a report .. • 
monitored by the British Broadcasting Corporation. 

400 Bangladeshis repatriated from UAE 

DHAKA (AFP) — More than 400 Bangladeshi workershave ]^/"| \/ I 
been repatriated from Dubai followi^ a United Arab Emirates ()L*- 7 ' 

(UAE) decision to expel "illegal" foreign nationals living ^ 

there, officials said Friday. ‘They landed here (Thursday) in 
five flights with out-passes or travel documents from the i "f /-^ 
Bangladesh embassy in Dubai." an immigration official iiff. I j ll 
Dhaka said. The UAE government reportedly set a deadline of X* 
SepL30for about 1 50r000 foreign nationals, including 25.IXX) ■ 

Bangladeshis, accused of slaying illegttiW in the oil-ricbcoun- . .... 

uy to leave. Reports said UA£ authorities warned “illegal for- jjuni*'” 
eign nationals" they faced five-year jail terras and laige fines 
uidess they left the country by the deadline. Most of the 
deportees, aged betwen 25 and 35, are unskilled or semi- .'. - * 
skilled workers who went to the UAE in the early 1990s in . , 
search of employment. 

Five arrested in Belgian swoop on Kurds 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Five people were arrested and charged . ’ . 
with money laundering and "terrorist activities" in a swoop 
on Belgium's Kurdish community, judicial officials said. Two 
hundred police were involved in the crackdown and 20 
searches were carried out throughout the country. The'. _- 
announcement came offer British police searched the premis- .... 
es of a Kurdish television channel in London Wednesday 
night, as part of a mone.v-laundering investigation. Detectives 
from Scotland yard’s special branch raided the offices of ;' , - 
Med-TV in central London and seized several documents. 

Med-TV has frequently criticised Turkish government policy 
towards the Kur^. Similar swoops were made in Germany • ... 

Beiga news agency said. The arrests were made offer $ 1 0 mil# 
lion were seized in Luxemboutg belonging to a company that 
produces Kurdish television programmes to be aired by satei- 
lite. The company is suspected of having ties with Turkey's 
banned separatist Kurdish Labour Party. According to judicial 
officials, the money comes from criminal activities includ- 
ing drug trafficking, gun-running, trade in humans and 
massive extortion from Kurds. 



Vandals destmy loidanran 
plaque at Al Aqsa Mosque 


(XrCUPtED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Guards at Jerusalem's 
Al Aqsa Mosque were anacked 
with hammers Friday when 
they tried to stop a group of 
Palestinians from smashing a 
marble plaque that honours 
Jordan for funding renovations 
at the holy site. 

At least four guards were 
hurt in the clash. 

Jordan maintained a spKial 
role after Israel occupied' the 
eastern sector of Jerusalem in 
1967 and continued to pay the 
salaries of the Islamic trust 
officials who run the city's 
holy sites. 

In 1 993. King Hussein sold a 
home in England to raise the $8 
million needed to renovate the 
Dome of the Rock. 

But since the establishment 
of the Palestinian National 
Aui-hority iPNA) in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 1994. 


T- 1 minSS JSIIIII^ 

the Palestinians have been 
challenging Jordan's special ■ 
role, which' continues to be 
recognised by Israel. PNA ■ ’ 

President Yasser Arafat app- ':. .' 
oijited his own top Musliin 
cleric, or mufti, alongside the'ljlul {ii tint.'[j 
mufti named by Jordan. ^ 

In Friday's incidenL a group . 
of Palestinians emerging froin-. ' 
noon prayers used hamnwrs 
and other sharp instruments to 
smash the i .5-metre-high mar- 
ble plaque. The vandals also ;; 

covered a second plaque that 

mentions Jordon's controi over . 
the site with black spray paint MPs !f)in 
When Islamic trust guards 
tried to intervene, the vandals -'.v p .. 
attacked the security men with '. 
hammers, wimesses said. Four . - 
guards were treated for head 

and chest injuries at an East 

Jerusalem hospital. Israel 

Radio said that in all, seven ' — ~~~ 

guards were hurt - — 


1 15:05 

Cartivn — Monmin 

! 15:25. 

Pumpkin Puieh 

1 l.«:45 


I6:.W 

..CLi^eih — Bu Ekrduriike 

' I7:(K) 


■ 17:02 

Sciences Cartoon 

' 17:15 

La \1e Devani Moi 

• 17:3() Ci.iine Sht'w — Lex Book 

! Genic- 


18:00 . 

Pi'lice des Polices 

; IU:no . 


: 10:15 

M.iea7ine — Faut Pa.s 

1 Re\er 


1‘»;30 . 


■ 19:35 ComoJv — The Tt^eljons 

: 20:0U . 


1 20:45 . 

Drama — Miami Vice 

121:15. 


; 22:00 

Ne\vs in EivJLsh 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


I 22:25 Tlic Bi4i.! and iho Bcuutilul 
' 23:15 rc.iair,.' Film "in ilicLineol' 
j 1^’.' ' 

: PRAYER TIMES 

j (ij-ni Fjjr 

' 06:18 (Sunrise) Duha 

; I2;.W Dhuhr 

: 15 58 W 

18:40 Muchnjb 

1*>:57 ‘Isha 

! CHIIRCHES 

j St. Man t»r N.Tzatvih Cimri'Ii 
!swcifich.Tcl.Slfi740 
' .V.xxf>inblie« nf God Church Tcl. 

: ii.'27X5. 

St. Juscpli Giurch Tcl. 624?'.)0 
Church of the Annunication 
Tcl. 637440. 

I Dc la Salic Church Tcl. 661656. 

I Tvrrasstncta Church Tcl. 
62231^ 


Church of the .'\nnundation 
Td. 623541 

,\ni;dican Church Td. 652826. 
.Armenian Catholic Church 
Td. 771.1.^1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tcl.T-.srM. 

Sl Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

.Amman Inlematinnal Church 
Td. 651^26 

Evangelical Lutheran C'hurdi 
Tcl. S24.32S. 

German-speaking Erangclica] 
Congregation Td. 845-157 
The Lutter-Dav Saints Tel. 

6.'y‘>.'2. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Kvangdica) Local Church 

in Amman Tcl. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Biilleiin Mifplktl hy ihc Depart- 
nh'Hl of Mctfun4ngy, 

Rdulivc worm weather eondi- 
tion'H will prevail with tcnipcr:i- 
iunj>. iihmc uu-rage and uindx 
m<rthcrly uciivc. In .\qabo. it w ill 
be Ivx. winds nortlicriv niiidenitc 
to active, and sca.s choppy. 
Min^la.\. temp. 

Amman 

.Aqaba J5/40 

Oetcrls 16/36 

Jordan Valiev 24/39 


Yesterday's high icmpcmiunes: 
.Ammon 32. Aqabu 3<3 Humidity 
readings; Amman 3(.) per cciiL 
Aqab.'i 28 per cchl 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY’ 

.AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Al .As'ad 75 1 672 

Dr. Issam .Al .Asniar 890504 

Dr. Osamab Al Husscini ...84728<) 

Dr. Khaldoun Klouh 886715 

Firas pharmaev 66)912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 


BIoodBank 775121 Palestine. 

Highway Police 843402 607071 


Shmeisani 


TrafOc PMice 896390 

Public Security Department 

!. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complabils .661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

{Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 [ 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0 1 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Reparis 623101 


Ferdows pharmacy 7783.'6 Abdali Telephone Repairs ZARQ.A; 

/AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 661 101 Zarqa Govt Hospital 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 Jordan Tdevision 7751H -....(09)983323 

.Al Salam (diarmacy 036730 Radio Jord.'in 774] ] 1 Zarqa National Hospital 

Yacoub pharrnacy 644945 Water .Authority 680100 (09)900560 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 Jordan Ekctridty .Authority IbnSina Hospital ....(09)986732 

Nm'ib pharmacy 847632 815615 Al Hikam Modern Ho^tal 

IRBID: Electric Power Company (09)990000 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Ho^tal..667227/9 
The Islamic. AbdaU 666126/37 

.Al-Afafi. Abdali 664164/6 

ItaUan. Al-Muhqjreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Asbrafleb 

775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

(Jueen .Alia Hespiial 602340/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 ' 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Spedal Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

>....(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) informodon 
depjnment at the (^cen .Alia 
biemaiionaJ Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it .qiould 
alway.s be verified. Infomtation 
on other .flighu: is obtaiined on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Dr. Ghari Ta'amnch 250080 636381 


Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahiu 995 1 70 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

riollll 

Gvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.63aA41 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 19l 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 


RJ Flight InTormation 08- 
532U0 

Queen Alia InlL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

/AMMAN: 

Huxseio Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

.“.....644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

W2362 

MaDias. J. Amman 636 1 40 


IRBID: 

Princess 


Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 


Ibn Al 

Nafees 

,.(02)272275 

Hospital 

.(0.‘>.»747)nn 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya 

Hospital 



.(03)3l4Ill 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AUlPORT 

This information Is supplied by 


07KI0 

09:20 

Damascus (RJ) 


09:30 

Ktirachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:00 

..Abu Dhabi. Doha ( RJ i 

10:00 

Colombo (RJ) 

14^15 J^lew York. Anis(crdanii RJ> 

16:20 


18:15 

London. Bedin iRJ) 

18:40 


(U-_30 


Other Fb^ts 

02:00 


12:40...... 


13dXl 


14:00 



I9J5 


19-JO 

in-m 

..Damascus. Paris (AF) 

?n-i5 


21:00 

Sanaa iD'j 

21:35. 

22:55 

Lamaca (C\) 

02:00 


05:30 

TelAviviLVi 


Royal Wings (RWl Flights 
08:50 Aqaba IQAXA — proceeds 
to Marka airport a( ItkOO a.m.) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05G5. Beirut iRJ) 

<W:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

llsOO Aqaba. Paris (RI) 

1L*00 Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 AnistenJam. New York(RJ) 

12:00 .Aqaba. Brussels (RJi 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid iRJ) 

1^-15 (^lairo (RJ) 

Jjondon (RJi 

20:10 Lamaca iRJ i 

20:10 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:3) Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain. Dcrfia ("RJ) 

21 :20 Abu Duti Didxa (RI) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Athens (O.Aj 

Rome(AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

I3G0. .Abu Dhabi BdwntCjF) 

Riyadh iSVi 

*5=0® Vienna (OS) 

Kuwait (KL) 

2®=20 Ca'mj(MS) 

22:M Lamaca (CYi 

32:5? . — ,>..Pari.s. Damascus t AF) 

Sanaa (lY) 

AiUMenlanKKLj 

Rome (A2) 

London (KJl 

-Tel Aviv iLY) 

Royal \Mngs (RW) FUghts 


TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ) M"- evoy 
Monday 

.Ait. Damascus 5:00 pjn. eveiy 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 ajn. eveiy 
Sunday 

.Ait. Amman 5:00 pjn. eveiy 
Sunday 


WHa 


MARKET PRICES-i 

UpperAower price in 

fihperkg. 


.700500 

Banana. 

_6O(V600 

Banana (mukhammar) -53(V52ti 
Banana (Imported) .760500 

Carrot 

.300/150 

Cauliflower 
Cucumber (laige) 
Cucumber (small).... 

....420C50 

151V100 

...J80/180 

240/150 

Re 

..300/200 

G^c 

..70(V4S0 


„450500 

Guava. 

.75W400 , 

Lemon 


Marrow ilaige) 

Marrow (small) 
Mulukhiah 

...180/120 
...J40COO : 

120/ro 

Onion (rirv) 

,..-16(V90 : 

Okra 

;J200/700 . 

Pea. 

..65Q/W0 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

^;J40000 i 
..J40/200 > 

Plum 

..62Q/4tt 

Pome»ranaip 
Potato 

,.J80/2»' 1 
28CV100 : 

String R«in 

700/400 i 

Sweet melon 
Tomato .. 

380050 1 
220/12® 


1 






tbM, 


.'‘■man 


Water melon ...,-.210/13® 
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German MPs end visit; pledge 
support for local economy 


PMP president denies closure of Amman office 


i-i.. . 

-'-vi.'. . . 

‘1 
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• 

u. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Two members of the 
German Bundestag’s fParliamem) Eco- 
Doraic Cooperation Committee are expect- 
ed to conclude a three-day visit to Jordan 
today and head for Damascus as part of a 
regiona] tour. 

D. Schnudt and M. Winneberger Fridav 
visited Petra where they loured a German- 
financed stone conservation project in the 
ancient city. 

The JD3.2 million project, which was 
started two years ago to assist Jordan in 
preserving its heritage sites, is being imple- 
mented through the German Agency for 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ). 

The German MPs Thursday met Lower 
House Speaker Saad Hayel Srour and 


reviewed the situation in the Middle F.a s r 
and the peace process. 

Mrs. Shmidt said that Germany was fol- 
lowing developments in Jordan in the 
social, economic and political arenas and 
added that she pledged to support Jordan's 
efforts at the Bundestag. 

Mr. Srour said he hoped Germany would 
continue to help Jordan fulfill some of its 
responsibilities, particularly the care of 
Palestinian refugees. 

The German delegation also met on 
Thursday with Senator Naelab Rashdan to 
review women's involvement in public life 
and women's contributions to the country's 
economic, social and political life. 


Body of driver killed 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The New 
York-based President of the 
Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine (PMP), Monsign- 
or Robert Stem. Friday cat- 
egorically denied that the 
mission, which has been 
operating in Jordan Since 
1^9, is closing its office in 
Amman and further 
afiinned that the mission 
and local church authorities 
continue 'to work together 
in a spirit of total coopera- 
tion.'* 

In a statement sent to the 
Jordan Times Friday, refer- 
ring to an article published 


in the daily on Thursday, 
Msgr. Stem said “any state- 
ment that the mission is 
closing in ^nnm is false 
and misleading.” 

PMP Amman Office - 
Director Raymond Riddick 
had confimied to the Jordan 
Times in a telephone inter- 
view last week that the mis- 
sion would cease opera- 
tions in Jordan and that 
local staff bad been served 
notice. 

Mr. Riddick had specifi- 
cally mentioned the main 
cause of the closure of 
operations as linked to the 
uncooperative behaviour of 
the laity in Jordan 

with the PMP, stressing that 


for the past five years his 
office had been vainly' 
attempting to compromise 
with them on a mechanism 
for conducting the mis- 
sion’s activities in the 
Kingdom. 

But in his written state- 
ment, Msgr. Stem stressed 
that “the PMP is proud of 
being at the service of the 
people and churches of Jor- 
dan and that relations 
between the PMP and the 
local church authorities 
have always been harmo- 
nious and characterised by 
complete trust and mumal 
cooperation." 

Furthermore, Msgr. Stem 
stated that what be called an 


“administrative consolida- 
tion” of the Amman and 
Jerusalem PMP offices was 
under review “but has not 
been decided, and if such 
consolidation is to be made 
it would affect only the 
management of the Amman 
office not its programmatic 
activity.” 

Mr. Riddick had previ- 
ously stated in the tele- 
phone interview with the 
Jordan Times that the 
Jerusalem office would 
maintain a symbolic pres- 
ence in Amman and that an 
officer would occasionally 
visit after the maintained 
closure of the office. He 
added that the PMP office 


in New York “might decide 
to maintain activities and 
sen'ices for the Palestinian 
refugee camps only." 

Msgr Stem said: *T find it 
hard to believe that iho 
statements attributed to tlie 
director of our Anunon 
office are entirely accurate. 
If they ore then they express 
only the sentiments of an 
individual, they do not 
reflect nor accurately por- 
tray the policy or position 
of the PMP. 1 deeply regret 
them and apologise for any 
pain or misunderstanding 
that they may have caused." 




in Iraq 


returned 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The body of a 
25-year-old Jord^an 
truck driver, allegedly bru- 
tally murdered in Iraq last 
week, was Friday returned 
to the Kingdom. 

The body will be exam- 
ined by forensic experts, an 
officii source said. 

The victim, identified as 
Salem Mohammad, was 
hauling merchandise in a 
truck headed towards 
Baghdad, when his vehicle 
was hijacked by armed 
men. sources said. 

According to these 
j sources the men shot Mr. 
Mohammad, cut off his 
ears and abandoned the 
corpse in the desert: they 
then looted the truck and 
fled. 


The sources told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that a 
committee of coroners 
from the National Institute 
of Forensic Medicine will 
convene today to com- 
mence examinations of the 
body. 

TUs is the second such 
incident to be reported in 
the past six months. 

On March 20, three 
young Jordanians were 
brutally murdered in Iraq 
when seven Iraqis hijacked 
their truck, shot them, then 
decapitated the corpses and 
buried them in the Iraqi 
desert. 

Their bodies were dis- 
covered by Iraqi authori- 
ties 20 days subsequent to 
Che incident. 

The three men, in their 
mid 20s, were headed to 
Baghdad in a truck carry- 


ing 30 tonnes of sugar. 

A week later, official 
Iraqi newspapers report^ 
that seven Arsons were 
arrested in connection with 
their murder. 

Meanwhile, police were 
waiting Friday for results 
determining the cause of 
death of a man whose dete- 
riorating body was discov- 
ered in a deserted area 
behind a hotel in Tia’a AI 
Ali Friday. 

Preliminary e.\amina- 
Uons from coroners at the 
National Institute of Foren- 
sic Medicine indicated that 
the man died five months 
ago. 

Police have stated that 
they will w'ait for final 
results CO determine the 
identity of the man and 
whether his death resulted 
of natural or other causes. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 




Warnings against chemical tampering of products 


AMMAN iPetra) The Jordanian Society for Consumer Protection (JSCP) Friday 
I warned against the tampering of various commodities. JSCP President Mohammad Obei- 
dat said in a statement that complainLs have been received concerning deteigents lacking 
in some chemical components which have led to vomiting and coma. 

Festival to open in Irbid tomorrow 


International organisations appeal to 
King on behalf of detained journalists 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two 
international oiganisations 
responsible for defending 
journalists world-wide 
have appealed to His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
intervene on behalf of jour- 
nalists facing charges in 
connection with last 
month's unrest in the south. 

The appeals by the Paris- 
based Reporters Sans Fron- 
tieres (RSF) and the New 
York-based Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
came after two more jour- 
nalists were detained last 
week on charges apparently 
not related to the riots in 
the south. 

Hilmi Asraar, chief editor 
of AI Sabeel weekly — the 
mouthpiece of the Islamic 
Action Front (TAP) party 
— was arrested Wednesday ■ 
and ' Nas^^ Qanimash, 
chief editor of Sawt AI 
Maraa, was detained 
Thursday. 

No details were immedi- 
ately available on why the 
two were detained. 

But it was believed that 
Mr. Asmar's detention was 


related to an article that AJ 
Sabeel carried last week. 
The report alleged that a 
Hamas activist. Isam Naj- 
jar, who was released after 
lAF intervention early last 
week hod been tortured 
while in custody for two 
weeks. 

The report sparked severe 
criticism of the security 
authorities and a call by 
lAF Deputy Bassam 
Emoush for the formation 
of a committee to investi- 
gate claims of torture in 
detention. 

The alleged torture of Mr. 
Najjar was also one of the 
points mentioned in a state- 
ment issued by 23 opposi- 
tion members in Parliament 
on Wednesday demanding 
the resignation of the gov- 
ernment 

The arrest of Mr. Qam- 
mash was believed to be 
linked to a r^pon that Sawt 
AI Maraa published last 
month focusing on the 
Ramadan Square in down- 
town Amman. The weekly 
claimed that prostitution, 
gam bling and drug sales 
were rampant in the area. 

The Ministry of Informa- 
tion has already tiled 


charges against Sawt AI 
Maraa. saying that the 
report was subjective and 
contained unveritied infor- 
mation as well as obscene 
material that breached the 
Code of Conduct ' Mr. 
Qammash was arrested 
while attending a court ses- 
sion related to cases filed 
against Sawt AI Maraa. 

Mr. Asmar was arrested 
at his home. A statement by 
the lAF said police also 
seized some of his writings 
and books. 

The arrests of Mr. Asmar, 
vice-president of the Jor- 
dan Press Association 
(JPA). and Mr. Kammash 
raised to 14 the number of 
journalists arrested, 
released after questioning 
and facing charges since 
the Aug. 16/17 riots in the 
soutii. Some of the journal- 
ists face charges of violat- 
ing the Press and Publica- 
tions Law while others are 
held in connection with 
security-related charges. 

In its appeal to the King, 
Reporters Sans Frontiers 
referred to the arrests of 
Mr. Asmar and Mr. Qam- 
mash as well as the contin- 
ued detention of Fuad Hus- 


sein, a reporter for the Ara- 
ble-language AJ Asw'oq 
newspaper and a member 
of the JPA executive coun- 
cil. 

Noting that Jordan has 
ratified the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political rights. Reporters 
Sans Frontieres requested 
the King to “use your influ- 
ence to have Hiimi Asmar 
and Nasser Kanunash 
released immediately" and 
to “clarify the charges 
against Fuad Hussein and 
Jo finee him if he is not 
accused of anything." 

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists expressed con- 
cern over the pending case 
against five employees of 
the AI Bilad weekly on 
charges of violating the 
Press and Publications 
Law. 

“As a non-partisan organ- 
isation of journalists dedi- 
cated to the defence of our 
colleagues rights through- 
out die world. CPJ fears 
that these journalists are 
being prosecuted for hav- 
ing carried out their profes- 
sional duties," said the 
committee in its appeal to 
the King. 


“The iriol of the publisher 
and j> alists from AJ 
Bil jws a disturbing 
trenu - which began with 
the passage of the restric- 
tive Press and Publications 
Law — of legally prosecut- 
ing journalists for their 
writing." it said. 

'The prosecution of the 
AI BiJad Jounialisis calls 
into question the Jordanian 
government's commitment 
to freedom of the press and 
represents a clear violation 
of their right to ‘seek, 
receive, wd impart infor- 
mation and ideas through 
any media and regardle.ss 
of frontiers,’ guaranteed by 
Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights of the United 
Nations. 

“We. therefore, respect- 
fully request that Your 
Majesty recommend to the 
appropriate authorities to 
withc^w the charges," said 
the CPJ in its app^. It also 
appealed to the King to 
•'urge the government to 
enact appropriate legal 
safeguards to prevent jour- 
nalists’ rights to report 
news freely,” added the 
organisation. 
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. IRBID (Petra) - A cultural festival will kick off at AI Hassan Youth City in Irbid tomor- 
/ row. The festival which is slated to run for three days includes folkloric groups from the 
municipality who will exult in songs, dances, plays, poem recitals and dabkas. The festi- 
val also includes an exhibition of agricultural products and handicrafrs. Thking part in the 
festival are AI Yamiouk University, AI Hassan Youth City, the Armed Forces and the Pub- 
lic Securitj' Department. 

French MPs tour Petra 

AMMAN (Petra! — A. French parliamentary delegation Friday visited Petra where it was 
briefed on the cit>''s historic importance and its role in the domestic economy.The dele- 
gation is currently on a five-day visit to the Kingdom, and will meet with senior officials 
here. 



CfflNESE FILM week: 


• “TV'O Chinese films entiffed ‘The Great Wall irf Oilna” and ‘The .Sto^.. o| 
Jnnanan*^ at the Royal Cultiu^ Centre at'7W p.ra. 


LECTURE 

* •‘A Dramatic Argument on Laughter" fAMbic} hy Yoosrf AI 

Hmneed Shoman Foundaticair Jabal ^rnnan at-6:30 p.m. ' • • . ‘ 

EXHiBrnoi^s .-Ai 

* l^astic art by Iraqi ar^ 

* Works by Mohammad AI Jaloos at Brfadna Art. 

Gaidens Street cm 687598), until Oct- 3& ■ ^ ^ . VV! V'- ' 

* Works by Shcreen Odeh at the Jordan Plasfic:.ArtiAs^^ 

(Tel. 6232^), until Oct^L ' . . ^ 



* ‘Water colonrs worts by Salam Kanaan and Ka Ait Jabal 

Amman Obi. 639303), imtfl Sept 26. ‘ 

• . . . . .. '{ 

* vOff' exhibition at Darat AI Runim^ Weibdeit (inking ceramid 

by contemporary Arab a imffl 

octs. .. ■■ :: ■ ■■ ■■ ■ . ■■ V V V 

* m./ J K,, from Frtmce, ^Mgeria, tetcy, .Moniccei'^^ 


UNRWA-Amman complains of ‘grim 
prospects’ in battling budget deficit 


By a Jordan Umes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Amm an office of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) Friday warned that the 
agency's operations in the Kingdom, as 
well as in other parts of the Arab region, 
are facing grim prospects unless further 
donations are received to meet the 
agency's budget deficit this year which 
has reached $45 million. 

Director of UNRWA operations in Jor- 
dan Robert Hopkins told the Jordan News 
Agency Petra Friday that “we are facing 
acute shortage in dancing our opera- 
tions and unless speedy, action is taken we 
will find ourselves forced to make veiy 
difficult decisions which would adversely 
affect the nature of our operations." 

Referring to an emegemey meeting of 
donor nations and Middle Eastern coun- 
tries hosting Palestinian refugees to be 
held here on Monday to discuss the 
deficit. Mr. Hopkins said that unless 
Ul^WA receives necessary donations it 
will be forced to further reduce social, 
educational and heath care services to the 
refugees. 

donor and host countries are in 
agreement that the agency should contin- 
ue to provide its diverse services to 
refugees and that everything possible 
must be done to improve and develop 
I such services until a solution has been 
I found to the refugee problem.” he added. 

He noted that UNRWA has applied aus- 
terity measures this year including the 
incision of $l million from the $80 mil- 
lion budget for local operations noting 
that the cut affected the agency's aid in 
financing medical treatment for refugees 
in private hospitals and school mainte- 
nance projects. 

However, he said that education and 
basic health services have not been 
heretofore affected. 

According to UNRWA officials, the 
Monday meeting is being held to spot- 
light participants of major donor nations 
and to underline the 1996 financial 
deficit. 

The donor nations will brainstonn ways 
of minimising the UNRWA budget deficit 
in order to enable the ^ency to maintain 
its services to Palestinian refugeees, they 


added. 

They defined a major donor as a coun- 
try that donates SI million or more to 
UNRWA. 

The list includes, among others, the 
United States, the European Union and 
Japan. 

According to Mr Hopkins UNRWA had 
consistently covered 20 per cent of the 
cost of kidney dialysis but had to be ter- 
minate this service as of the beginning of 
this month for financisd reasons. 

In terms of social services programmes 
Mr. Hopkins affirmed that the agency has 
reduced its in-kind assistance to re^gee 
families. 

About 34, 000 families out of a total of 
1.3 milUoo beneficiaries were registered 
with the agency in Jordan, be said. 

He said that the agency was forced to 
take this step in view of its shrinking sup- 
plies of basic foods, adding that the 
agency hopes to resume this assitance in 
the coming years. 

Mr. Hopkins fiirther announced that the 
10 countries on the UNRWA Adviso^ 
Commission are to hold a meeting in 
Amman on Sunday to review a report 
directed to the UN General Assembly this 
autumn by the agency's commissioner 
general. Peter Hansen. 

The report, accordng to UNRWA 
sources, covers the period from July 30, 
1995 to June 1, 1996. 

Mr. Hopkins said that the Sunday meet- 
ing will offer, the commission members 
an opportunity to make their comments 
and remarks on the report 

The commission groups Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt the U.S., Japan, the 
United Kingdom, France, Belgium and 
Turicey. 

Mr. Hopkins expressed appreciation of 
the Jordanian government's continued 
cooperation with the agency in educa- 
tional, heath and social affairs, adding 
that services provided by UNRWA and 
Jordan to the l^estinian refugees com- 
plement each other and serve a common 
objective. 

On Tuesday UNRWA’s Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen will address a press 
conference at the Amman Philadelphia 
Hotel to sum up the outcome of the meet- 
ings by the Advisory Commission and the 
major donor nations. 


A total of 786,054 
tourists visit Jordan in 
first 8 months of 1996 

By Shefaab Makahleh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A total of 786,054 tourists have visited 
Jordan over the last eight months up from 738.670 for 
the previous year, according to a Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities source. 

'Tourists visit Jordan to see its legendary sites and 
this is a record year after the sharp fall caused by the 
Gulf crisis," the source said. 

The majority of tourists hailed from the Gulf region 
with 412.253 visitors: Europeans followed with 
178.494 ; Americans had the third largest group with 
79,07 1 : Israelis fourth with 86, 1 04 and other assorted 
tourists made up the remainder at 30,132. 

July witnessed a rise in tourist activities and the 
number of tourists to the Kingdom totalled 123,217 
up from 69,440 in June; most of them visiting the 
ancient Nabatean city of Petra and the Greco-Roman 
city of Jerash. 

“The number of tourists to Jordan is expected to 
reach 1.5 million in 1996 with revenues reaching SI 
billion up from $700 million in 1995. Tourism repre- 
sents a raam source of revenue for Jordan directly 
after expatriate remittances and exports of potash and 
phosphate." the source said. 

"About 103,000 tourists visited the Madaba gover- 
norate alone in the last seven months," according to 
Director of the Tourism Promotion Office Sami 
Ajarmeh. 

"Madaba is rich in its cultural, historic and religious 
heritage including the Church of the Apostles, Mount 
Neppo and antique edifices with mosaic floors.” 

Although there was an equal increase in tourists vis- 
iting the ancient city if Petra, sources spoke of a limit 
imposed by the ministry on the number of visitors to 
this city in order to protect its environment and ruins. 
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Clinton claims $118b in savings 



PORTLAND. Oregon, iR) 
— Trj’ing to blunt Repub- 
lican critics costing him as a 
free-spending Democrat 
wanting big government, 
President Bill Clinton 
planned to take credit Fri- 
day for saving taxpayers 
Si IS billion and cutting the 
federal workforce. 

Bouyed by enthusiastic 
crowds on his swing 
through the Pacific north- 
west. President Clinton was 
to wrap up four days of 
campaigning with events 
hailing the benefits of his 
“reinventing government" 
efforts over the last three 
years. 

After Thursday’s day-long 
bus ride through Washing- 
ton state generated large 
crowds and the scent of vic- 
tory in the Nov. 5 election. 
President Clinton hoped to 
counter charges by Republi- 
can rival Bob Dole ttot his 
policies foster more govern- 
ment and higher ta.\es to 
pay for il 

“The era of big govern- 
ment is over, and this admi- 
nistration has led the way," 
President Clinton said in 


remarks prepared for deliv- 
ery in Portland. ‘The proof 
that government can work 
better and cost less is SI 18 
billion in savings to taxpay- 
ers." 

“This is a real result that 
saves real money that bene- 
fits oil Americans." said 
President Clinton. 

The claim was based on 
efforts led by Vice-Presi- 
dent A1 Gore, who joined 
President Clinton on the 
campaign trail Thursday, to 
overhaul the way the feder- 
al government conducts 
business — from eliminat- 
ing such things as a long- 
criticised mohair wool sub- 
sidies to streamlining feder- 
al procurement procedures. 

Mr. Gore, in a report to 
President Clinton, said that 
13 of 14 federal depart- 
ments have reduced the size 
of their work force — the 
Justice Department being 
the only exception — since 
their administration began 
in Jan. 1993. 

The federal civilian pay- 
roll numbered 2.1 million 
when President Clinton was 
sworn in and now numbers 


1 .9 million — a reduction of 
240.000. If reelected to a 
second lerm. President 
Clinton intends to push for 
an even smaller work force. 
While House Press Secre- 
tary Mike McCuny said. 

Although President Clin- 
ton and all the senior offi- 
cials around him insist they 
are worried that the race for 
the >^^te House will be- 
come close, the president 
clearly is enjoying life on 
the campaign trail. 

Since leaving Washington 
Tuesday, President Clinton 
has plunged into crowds to 
shake hands — seemlogly 
oblivious to sometimes 
heavy rain. His mood has 
been relaxed and upbeat, 
with virtually no sign that 
he is fretting the outcome. 

One sign of President 
Clinton's confidence can be 
seen in the fact that he 
added a stop in South 
Dakota on his way back to 
Washington Friday night. 
Traditionally Democrats 
write-off the state as a hope- 
less cause in presidential 
elections. 

•*We believe we have a 


real chance of winning 
there," said Joe Lockhart, 
the press secretary of the 
Clinton-Gore campaign. Al- 
though the potential Elec- 
toral College votes to be 
gained in mostly rural South 
Dakota are few, the fact the 
frontrunner is going there is 
telling. 

Not only is President 
Clinton campaigning for 
himself, he also is cam- 
paigning for fellow Democ- 
rats — who a mere two 
years ago, in the wa^ of the 
Republican congressional 
landslide, wanted no thing to 
do with him. 

Now, candidates not only 
go out of their way n> be 
seen with him. they go out 
of their way to sound like 
him. Gary Locke, the De- 
mocratic nominee for ^v- 
emor of Washington stare, 
spent Wednesday and 
lliufsday appearing with 
President Clinton tel- 
ling crowds they needed to 
build bridges into the 21$t 
century — in essence, the 
president's campaign slo- 
gan. 


Armenia gears for first 
post-Soviet presidential poll 


YEREVAN (AFP) — Ar- 
menians vote Sunday in the 
first presidential election 
since the collapse of the So- 
viet Union, with outgoing 
leader Levon Ter-Petrossian 
facing a strong challenge 
from the Communists and a 
former fellow dissident. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian who 
won 83 per cent of ihe voce 
in the last elections in 1 99 1 . 
is favoured to win though it 
is possible that his failure to 
resolve the the dire econom- 
ic problems facing the 
country*, could cost him 
some support. How much, 
is unclear, in the absence of 
any reliable opinion polls. 

.i -The 51-yearrold president 
faces three challengers; Ser- 
gei Badalian. 49 first secre- 
tary of the Armenian Com- 
munist Party. Vazgen Ma- 
noukian 50 the popular lea- 
der of the Democratic Na- 
tional Union and Ashot Ma- 
nucharion. 42 who is given 
lliile chance of winning be- 
cau.se of his suspected links 
with the former KGB. 

Of the three. Mr. Manouk- 
ian stands out as the most 
serious rival for Mr. Ter- 
Petrossian, particularly 
since he has lately rallied 
the support of several other 
opposition nationalist par- 
ties. 

He is notably supported 
by the Dashnalasutioun, an 
influential radical national- 
T.st party which was sus- 
pended in 1994. About 40 
Doshnok members includ- 
ing its leader Vahan Ova- 


nessian are in jail pending 
their trial on charges rang- 
ing from drug trafficking to 
conspiracy to overthrow the 
government. 

It was the crackdown on 
Dashnak, the main opposi- 
tion party, which prompted 
international observers to 
rule that legislative elec- 
tions held in July last year 
had been "free but not fair." 

The presidential poll 
looks like being more 
democratic even though Mr. 
Manoukian said he bad 
been deprived of 35 minutes 
of the broadcasting time to 
which he was entitled. 
Others said the voting pro- 
cedure was so complicated 
that it would favour the 
incumbent. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian says he 
deserves to be reelected be- 
cause he ended “toiaUtarian 
rule" and brought peace to 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the se- 
paratist Armenian-populat- 
ed enclave in western Azer- 
baijan. More than 20.000 
people were killed in fight- 
ing over the enclave bet- 
ween 1 988 and \ 994 when a 
ceasefire went into effect. It 
has been holding ever since 
while talks continue so fur 
without any permanent set- 
tlement. 

The Communist candidate 
has called for a "socialist, 
society" in which private 
property is allowed but 
where the state would re- 
cover its economic predom- 
inance in order to restore 
the country to its “prosperi- 


ty of Soviet days." Badalian 
wants an “economic union" 
with Russia on which 
Armenia depends heavily 
for its raw materials. 

Mr. Manoukian, a self- 
styled “pragmatist” has set 
as his goal, the return of all 
those who have fled the 
counrty to escape the hard- 
ship created by an Azerbai- 
jani blockade imposed over 
Nagomo-karabal± and the 
rupmre of economic ties 
with Moscow in 1992. 

Figures vary* from 
400.0(X) to one million de- 
partures out of a total popu- 
lation of less than four mil- 
lion. Most went to Rus-sia. 

‘•The Armenians who 
have ma^ fortunes in 
Mo$c6w during these last 
few years must come back 
and invest here," Mr. 
Manoukian said in an inter- 
view with Western journal- 
ists. 

Mr. Monucharian a fonner 
dissident and adviser to Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian on security 
matters in 1 993 has accused 
the regime of widespread 
corruption. But he is not po- 
pular largely because of his 
post record at the Interior 
Ministry and hi.s supposed 
ties with the former KGB. 

About 2.4 million voters 
*are entitled to vote in Sun- 
day's election. It comes 14 
months after Armenians vo- 
ted in a referendum for a 
new constitution setting up 
an executive presidency 
with wide-ranging powers. 


Shape of things to come begins 
to emerge in Hong Kong 


Hong Kong (R) — A palpa- 
ble sense of relief settled on 
Hong Kong Friday after 
Britain and China settled an 
acrimonious four-year row 
which hud made die bumpy 
transition to Chinese rule on 
even rougher ride. 

“The collective sigh of 
relief that echoed around 
Hong Kong at the resolution 
of the (Sino-British) row 
Thursday was all the greater 
becau.se of the way in which 
the argument had become an 
emblem of the mistrust and 
lack of cooperation between 
China and Britain.” the influ- 
ential South China Morning 
Post said. 

“As so often happens, 
Mong Kong had been the 
hapless victim." 

The accord over a container 
terminul conuuct clears the 
decks for the people of the 
British colony to concentrate 
on the bditie now hotting up 
for power once the British 
leave in just 2S4 days. 

Britain hands over its 150- 
year-oid colony of six million 
people to China at midnight 
on June 30 next year. 

The dispute over u ninth 
terminal for Hong Kong's 
container port the world's 
busiest, flared when China 
objected to the award of the 
contract in 1992 by private 
treaty rather than tender and 
the role of a Britisb-con- 
uolled firm as leader of the 
consortium responsible for 


developing the facility. 

.As China and Britain shook 
hands in Beijing Thursday, a 
shipping tycoon considered a 
front-runner to become the 
first local leader of Hong 
Kong announced he was con- 
sidering heeding the coll to 
stand. 

Tung Chee-Hwa. 59, has 
yet to conrinn his decision to 
contest the race for Hong 
Kong's first post-colonial 
leader but the battle lines are 
beginning to firm. 

"WTiul we have here is a 
clash of the business titans." 
an independent pro-demoera- 
cy politician said Friday. 

Hong Kong’s politicians 
sec a head-to-head battle 
emerging as the colony's po- 
werful business community 
aligns iiself betw*eeo two dis- 
tinct camps created when for- 
mer Chief Justice Sir Ti 
Liang Yang. 67, threw his 
wig into the ring last week. 

“Sir Ti Liang is backed by 
the Henderson Camp. Tung 
by the Cheung Kong camp." 
the politician said. 

The two companies arc 
Hong Kong's largest and 
most-powerful property- 
based conglomerates. 

Henderson Land Develop- 
ment Co. is owned by Lee 
Shau-Kee whom Forbes ma- 
gazine calls Hong Kong's 
richest tycoon. 

Cheung Kong Holdings 
Ltd. is the flagship of the Bri- 
tish colony's most prominent 


entrepreneur. Li Ka-Shing. 

If the people of Hong Kong 
were to have a say, opinion 
polls indicate they would 
plump for neither candidate. 

They would choose a neu- 
tral member of the civil ser- 
vice. 

The name that routinely 
leads the poll is Anson Chan. 
Hong Kong's chief secretary 
and deputy to Governor Chris 
Patten. 

Hong Kong's next leader 
will be chosen by November 
by a 400-member Selection 
Committee now being formu- 
lated. 

Few believe the coouninee 
will serve os more than a rub- 
ber stamp and Mr. Chan's ties 
with the colonial administra- 
tion are believed to make her 
a non-sianer in Beijing's 
eyes. 

“Vv’hat China wants. China 
will get," said a senior gov- 
ernment official after a visit 
to Beijing. 

But China watchers say 
they believe the Beijing lead- 
ership is divided on which 
candidate to back and public 
opinion could help sway the 
decision. 

“They don't want to alien- 
ate one business comp at the 
expense of the other," said 
Martin Lee. chairman of 
Hong Kong's Democracy 
Party who. as a former advis- 
er to China, watched the busi- 
ness camp jostle for influence 
with Beijing in the 19S0s. 


House 
overrides 
Clinton 
veto of 
abortion bill 

WASHINGTON fAFP) — 
In an election-year slap to 
President BUI Ciioton. the 
Republican-dominated 
House of Representatives 
Thursday voted to override 
a Clinton veto on a bill 
banning a rare form of 
abortion. 

In a 285-137 vote, the 
House passed a bill ban- 
ning “parrial-binii" late- 
term abortions. 

The vote was largely 
symbolic because to be- 
•eprae law, the bill would al- 
so have to pass the Senate 
in a two-thirds vote, which 
is not expected. 

When be vetoed the bill 
in April, President Clinton 
said there were only sever- 
al hundred such abortions 
performed in tbe United 
States every year wd that 
the procedure was used 
when the baby was de- 
formed or the mother’s 
health in danger. 

But abortion foes main- 
tain that 13.000 such abor- 
tions occur yearly. 

Abonion is a perennial 
electoral issue in the Uni- 
ted States and the general 
issue — although not the 
partial-term abortions — 
has divided the Republican 
Party, 

The Roman Catholic 
Church had also lobbied in 
favour of tiie ten. which 
would sentence doctors 
violating the ban to up ro 
two years in prison. 

The anti-abortion Family 
Research Council praised 
lawmakers after the vote 
“for their courage in high- 
lighting a procedure so ter- 
rible, it could not be used 
on aiumals ... and shtmld 
not be used for our un- 
born." 

But the pro-choice Plan- 
ned Parenthood Federation 
of America said die bill 
would endanger "the lives, 
health, and future fertility 
of women and families." 

The group said ±e proce- 
dure was develop^ for 
women facing catastrophic 
pregnancies and added that 
“abortion opponents have 
sensationalised a tragic, 
personal issue for political 
gain." 

The vote came a day after 
U.S. regulators recom- 
mended that the controver- 
sial RU^86 abortion pill 
be approved for sale in the 
United States, a move that 
could make it avail^le 
next year. 

The Food and Drug Ad- 
mi nUlration said its app- 
roval of the drug was con- 
ditional on receiving more 
information front the popu- 
lation council, an intenia- 
tional hedch-researcb or- 
ganisation that holds the 
patent for the drug in this 
country. 

Should those conditions 
be met the drug would be 
available by early next 
year. 



Pope John Paul n is driven through the crowd passing a Breton flag at rear as he 
arrives at the in Sainte-Anne-d’.Auray Friday. Pope John Panl H is in France 

on the second day of a 4-day pastoral visit (Reuter photo) 

Pope to return to France next year 


SAINTE-ANNE D’AURAY. France (AFP) 
— Pope John Paul D dismissed fears about 
Ms health at an open-air mass for more than 
150,000 Catholics in Britanny Friday with a 
promise to return to France next year. 

The Pope, who is due to undergo appen- 
dix surgery in several weeks, was speaking 
at the end’ of a two-hour ceremony which 
climaxed with a display of traditional 
Breton dancing and bagpipe music. 

T will be in Paris next year," he said in a 
reference to a scheduled trip to the French 
capital in Aug. 1997. 

The Pontiff .appeared on good form as he 
arrived in this Roman Catholic stroo^old 
on the second day of his four-day visit to 
France, and went om of Ms way’ to- say a 
few words in Breton — tbe local Celtic lan- 
guage — to spontaneous applause. 

Speaking firmly to the crowds gaihered in 
a field under clear blue skies, he appeared 
sharp and in control as he gave his iddress 
from a huge blue and white podium In the 
shadow of the Sainte-Anne O'Auray 
Shrine. 

The mass was the first large-scale event 
by the 76-year-oId Pontiff, who is to have 
an operation Oct. 6. Concerns about bis 
health had led to speculation he could can- 
trel parts of the French trip. 

“The’ Pope is in good form." said Ms 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro. His only con- 
cern tMs morning was tbe weather. He was 
worried about rain and cold for the faith- 
fti!." 

During a trip to Hungary earlier tMs 
month be was forced to interrupt addresses 
because of health problems, and there ha.s 
been speculation he may have to cancel 
some parts of his hectic visit. 

On 'Thursday the Pope appeared in rela- 
tively good health, although walking slow- 
ly with a pronounced stoop. 

For Friday’s mass tens of thousands gath- 
ered from the early hours to celebrate Saint 
Anne, who appeared to a local man in the 
17th century. Sainte-Anne D’Auray is one 
of the most important Catholic shrines in 
France. 

The Pope arrived here by helicopter from 
the centrM city of Tours where be is suiying 


during Ms visit. During bis four-day visit he 
is to numerous gruelling shuttle trips to 
western and northeastern France. 

The crowds sang and applauded as Pope 
John Paul n processed among them in his 
bullet-proof Poperoobile. waving blessings 
as he went. 

When he fmaliy reached the podium he 
was seated in a throne-like seat flanked by 
rows of senior French clergy, from where 
he presided over proceedings and gave Ms 
address. 

Relayed live on a huge screens, he spoke 
firmly throughout As in recent weeks, his 
left hand could be seen trembling constant- 
ly. and he coughed occasionally. 

Some in the crowd were dressed in tradi- 
tional Breton costumes for the occasion, the 
first time tbe Pope had travelled to Britanny 
in five visits to France. Many wore worm 
cloiMng as a pale sun struggled to warm a 
cool morning in the far northwestern penin- 
sula region. 

Tbe Pontiff paid tribute to tbe Missionary 
Tradition of Brittany, which he said bad 
given the Catholic Church numerous apos- 
ties. 

The Pope's trip to France has sparked 
controversy, notably among militant secu- 
larists opposed to his baidline views on 
moral issues including abortion and contra- 
ception. 

In particular campaigners are opposed to 
his attendance at a controversial mass in 
Reims, nonheasiero France Sunday to mark 
the I.500ih anniversary of the baptism of 
King Clovis, the first European pagan 
monarch to convert to Catholicism. 

France has been a secular republic since 
1905 when church and state were formally 
separated. Miliiams claim the Pope's invita- 
tion to the Clovis mass compromises this. 

President Jacques Chirac reaffirmed 
Thursday that France was secular and 
republican, but paid tribute to iis religious 
heritage saying French people were “proud 
of their roots.” 

At Friday's mass there was little talk of 
the controversy. ”I am so happy. We have 
waited for so long for this day. It is a great 
joy." said one pilgrim. 


Belgian interior minister calls 
for cool heads on child murder 


BRUSSELS t AFP) — Inte- 
rior Minister Johan Vande 
Lanotte Friday urged Bel- 
gians not to rtJLsh to judge- 
ment on policemen who 
were accused of obstructing 
an inquiry into the disap- 
pearance of two small girls 
murdered by alleged pae- 
doj^iles. 

“The police services must 
have the chance to give 
their side of the story before 
conclusions are drawn.'' Mr. 
Vande Lanotte said on Bel- 
gian radio hours after Jus- 
tice Minister Stefaan De 
Clerck alleged that crucial 
iaformation had been with- 
held from the examining 
magistrate. 

“Everyone will be heard 
before sanctions are taken 
against anyone whose res- 
ponsibility has been estab- 
lished," Mr. Vande Lanotte 
added. 

Mr. De Clerck earlier 
promised parliament that 
discipUnary measures 
would be taken against 
some of the gendarmes who 
investigated the disappear- 
ance last year of eight-year- 


olds Julie Lejeune and Me- 
lissa Russo. 

Tbe bodies of the girls, 
who went missing in the 
city of Liege in June 1995. 
were discovered on Aug. 1 7 
in the garden of a house 
belonging to convicted 
child rapist Marc Dutroux. 

In his statement to parlia- 
ment. Mr. De Clerck said 
that police failed to inform 
the examining magistrate 
about Mr. Dutroux's history 
of cMId-sex crimes in the 
early stages of his inquiry. 

Mr. DutroiLx. dubbed “the 
monster of Charleroi," was 
released in 1992 after serv- 
ing half of a 13-1/2-year 
sentence for raping five 
minors. 

The gendarmes had infor- 
mation to prove that Mr. 
Dutroux was “more than 
just a suspect” in the case of 
the missing children. Mr. 
De Clerck said, but he was 
not arrested until Aug. 13. 
only four days before their 
bodies were found. 

Tbe bodies of two girls, 
aged 17 and 19, were found 
later buried at another 


Dutroux property. Two 
other girls aged 12 and 14 
were found alive locked in a 
cellar in a third property. 

“The report wMeh was 
submitted to me shows that 
the gendarmes deliberately 
did all they could to conceal 
information." Mr. De 
Clerck told a special parlia- 
mentary session to discuss 
the paedophile scandal that 
has shaken the country for 
Che past month. 

This, he added, “is a par- 
ticularly grave accusation.” 

Mr. Vande Lanotte retort- 
ed that the justice minister 
was relying on “a partial 
vision" of events provided 
by the courts and the prose- 
cutor's office. 

Police officers quoted in 
the report said they had 
informed the magistrate 
verbally of Mr. Dutroux's 
past record, but thai he told 
them to dispense with mak- 
ing a written copy of that 
information. The magistrate 
has denied the police ver- 
sion. 


Naples hail repeat 
of blood 'miracle’ 

NAPLES, Italy (R) — The 
substance superstitious 
Neapolitans believe is die 
blood of their patron saint 
liquefied on cue Thursday 
in a repeat of the thrice- 
yearly “miracle" they be- 
lieve brings good luck. Tbe 
ritual of San Gennaro’s 
blood took place after some 
4,000 worshipp^ prayed 
along with the city's arch- 
bishop, Cardinal Michele 
Giordano, in Naples cathe- 
dral. Cardinal Giordano 
urged the faitiiful to con- 
sider the miracle “an invi- 
tation to conversion and 
reflection on the moral ills 
wMch afflict our times." 
He also prayed for the city, 
one of Italy's most crime- 
ridden and underdevel- 
oped. and “above all for 
unemployment, which is 
reacMng unsustainable lev- 
els." The phenomenon of 
San Gennaro’s blood is 
hailed as averting disaster 
wMcb Neapolitans believe 
will strike the city if the 
substance held in a gold 
pMal fails to turn to liquid. 
The miracle has been 
recorded on set dates three 
times a year almost without 
fail for the past 600 years 
— SepL 19, tite fourth cen- 
tury saint’s feast day, the 
first Saturday in May and 
Dec. 16. the aimiversaiy of 
a 17th century eruption of 
the nearby volcano. Vesu- 
vius. 

China sells out 
on Its famous ice 
festival 

BEIJING (AFP) — The 
frosty Chinese city of Har- 
bin is planning to sell off 
its famous ice carving festi- 
val to save local govern- 
ment funds, the China 
Youth Daily reported Fri- 
day. In a move that would 
probably make many of 
China’s revolutionaries 
turn in their graves, the 
Harbin municipal govern- 
ment will auction off eight 
sponsorsMp ’rights for ^s 
years 's Ice and Snow Fes- 
tival. “In order to conform 
with tbe development of 
the socialist market econo- 
my. Harbin authorities will 
auction the rights to collect 
funds and settle the prob- 
lem of money short^e." 
the newspaper said. Tbe 
rights — to be sold at a 
Shenzhen auction — will 
include sponsorship for the 
International Ice Carving 
Competition, where com- 
petitors carve great castles 
and myiMcal beasts out of 
ice, attracting large crowds. 

Newly discovered 
turtle ‘tastes like 
chicken’ 

DARWIN. Australia (AFP) 
— A species of freshwater 
turtle known — and en- 
joyed — by Aboriginals for 
centuries but unknown to 
the rest of humanity has 
been discovered in Nor- 
thern Australia, scientists 
here have announced. 
Known to local Aborigi- 
nals as the Wurruyung, the 
turtle is similar to a species 
known as the northern long 
neck turtle but distin- 
guished by its flattened 
head. It was found by biol- 
ogist Rod Kennett and a 
team of conservationists 
near Katherine Goree in 
the Northern Territory’s 
Nitmiluk National Park. 
Mr. KeonetL who hopes to 
publish a formal descrip- 
tion in a scientitic journal 
by next June, said that to 
discover a whole new spe- 
cies of vertebrates in the 
inid-1990s was “a colour 
htgltiight.’’ However, mem- 
bers of the local Jawoyn 
people were less im- 
pressed. Jawoyn elder San- 
dy Barraway, who accom- 
p^ed the scientific expe- 
dition that found tbe tur- 
ties, said they had been 
known to aborigines for 
hundreds of years. “People 
used to hunt them widi a 
wooden spear,’’ he 
Denise Harney. II, 
posed for a photograph 
holding one of the newly 
discovered specimens, said 
she could not understand 
what the ftiss was all about 
“They taste like chicken," 
she told journalists. 
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^uth Itorean soldiers Friday take part in a.massive search for North Korean infOtrators who landed by subma- 
nne on SepL 18. So far, eight^n infiltrators out of about 20 who landed in the snbmarine have been shot and killed 
— eleven in an apparent mass suicide. One has been captured aliv e (Reuter photo) 

Chechens suspend prisoner exchange I TWA crash 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen rebels said Friday 
they had suspended prison- 
er exchanges with Russia 
on grounds that Moscow 
had failed to free two Che- 
chen journalists as agreed, 

Chechen rebel spokesman 
Movladi Udugov said the 
reporters were to have been 
released Friday but the Rus- 
sians said they could not 
j free them “for the time be- 
ing." 

“The Chechen side has 
therefore decided to sus- 
pend all prisoner exchanges 
so long as these two jour- 
nalists have not been freed." 
he told AFP. 

Mr. Udugov said he had 
received reports that the 
ns'o JoumaJists, one of 
whop] is Saljrpan Betelgp-. 
yev, director of Che.cnen 
Independent Television.* had 


been tortured. 

The release of the two had 
been agreed Tuesday during 
a meeting between sepa- 
ratist leaders and Alexander 
Lebed, the Russian national 
security advisor. Mr. Udu- 
gov said. 

They were arrested on 
Aug. 30 at the airport of 
Makhachkala in the Repub- 
lic of Dagestan, which 
neighbours Chechenya, and 
their luggage which con- 
tained video cassettes and 
separatist newspapers were 
confiscated. 

With both sides accusing 
each other of compUiog fic- 
titious prisoner lists, the 
question of prisoner ex- 
changes is one of the most 
cooteotious between Rus- 
sians and Chechens who are 
trying to ■cod^tidate- a* 
peace deal they signed in 


late August 

The Russian military 
command threatened last 
week to suspend the with- 
drawal of Russian troops 
from Chechenya, agreed in 
August because of a lack of 
agreement on the questions 
dealing with the exchange 
of prisoners. 

Earlier this week Geo. Le- 
bed. afrer talks with Che- 
chen leaders, managed to 
salvage the peace accord 
when he said the withdraw- 
al would continue begin- 
ning Saturday. 

Meanwhile in Moscow. 
Interfax quoted a source at 
the Russian military com- 
mand as saying Defence 
Ministry troops, a small part 
of Russian forces in Che- 
chenya. would withdraw 
froin the Caucasus, republic 
by mid-December. 


Rebel ambush kills 4 in Burundi 


BUJUMBURA (Agencies) — Hutu rebels 
killed four people and wounded four others 
in an attack on a minibus in central 
Burundi, military spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Isiae Nibizi said Friday. 

The anack took place Thursday afternoon 
near Rutegema on the highway between the 
capital Bujumbura and the small highland 
nation's second largest town. Gitega. 

Col. Nibizi said there were many Hutu 
rebels operating in the region, where a sol- 
dier escorting a lorry was shot and wound- 
ed near Gitega in another attack Thursday. 

On Friday. Bujumbura was agun p^sdly 
deprived of electricity, but Col. Nibizi said 
the latest blackout was not due to rebel sab- 
otage of power lines and blamed it on a 
technical fault which was being repaired. 

Extremist rebels of the Hutu majority, 
fighting the Tutsi-dominated army have 
sabotaged the main power lines serving the 
capital several times and cut electricity sup- 
plies between the end of August and last 
Tuesday, when they were restored. 

The army says it has reinforced the troops 
protecting the power cables, which cross 
the seriously troubled province of Bubanza 
in the northeast of the central African 
nation. 

The lack of elecuicity has hit economic 
activih' in Burundi hard and comes on top 
of shortages of fuel and other essentiaJ 
products because of an embargo imposed 
on the country by its neighbours on July 31. 

Burundi's Foreign Minister Luc 
Rukingama called on regional African gov- 


emments to lift their economic sanctions, 
which he said were helping Hutu rebels 
fighting the military-led Tutsi govemmenL 

Regional leaders imposed sanctions on 
landlocked Burundi on July 31 in an 
attempt to force Tutsi military leader Pierre 
Buyoya, who seized power in an army coup 
on July 2S. to agree to peace negotiations 
with rebels of the Hutu majority. 

‘*Genocidal armed groups and their politi- 
cal leaders who move freely outside the 
country have been encouraged and are 
intensifying its destruction from within as 
much as from without." Mr. Rultingama 
told journalists and diplomats in the capital 
Bujumbura. 

He said the sanctions weie having a major 
impact in all spheres and would have to be 
lifted soon to avoid Burundi sinking deeper 
into the mire of hunger, unemployment, 
hi^ inflation and civil disorder. 

His appeal came a day after Hutu rebels 
killed three civUians in an ambushed on a 
mini bus taxi near Rumonge, 15 kilometres 
south of the coital, according to an army 
spokesman. 

Maj. Buyoya was installed by the army on 
July 25, a^r the overthrow of Hutu 
President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, who 
has been holed up in the U-S. ambassador's 
residence since then. 

Mr. Rukingama smd the military govern- 
ment had offered talks to the rebels but bad 
been rebuffed with vows of intensifted 
armed struggle. 


probers 
look to 
mechanical 
fault 

NEW YORK (Reuter) — 
After two months of failure 
to find proof thtu a bomb or 
a missile destroyed TWA 
Flight 800, investig^ors 
are leaning toward mecha- 
nical failure as die cause, 
newspapers reported 
Thursday. 

The New Yorit Times and 
the Washington Post quot- 
ed investigators as saymg 
that the lack of explosive 
evidence- lent credence to 
another theory that electri- 
cal failure or a fire in the 
centre fuel tank destroyed 
the Boeing 747 over Long 
Island on July 17, killing 
all 230 people on board. 

OfiBcials from the 
National Transpe^tation 
Safety Board iNTSB) and 
the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) were 
not immediately available 
for commenL 
The NTSB and FBI have 
repeatedly stated since the 
tr^edy that they were 
working on three theories 
— a tomb, a missile or 
mechanical failure — tot 
had insufficient evidence 
to declare the cause. 

‘*We are get^ absolute- 
ly nothing as it relates to a 
bomb," the Washington 
Post quoted an unidentifted 
law enforcement source as 
saying. “Things seem to be 
pointing toward a mechan- 
ical malfuncticn and that is 
where investigators are 
concentrating now." 

Investigators have dis- 
covered two microso^ic 
traces of explosives on 
parts of wreckage salvaged 
from the Atlantic Oc^ 
but they were found far 
apart and in the plane's 
interior, not blasted inm 
them. 


NATO plans ‘super PFP’ to ease expansion 


HELSINKI (R) — NATO planners are developing a 
'■super' Partnership For Peace to embrace countries likely 
to beleft out of the first wave of expansion of the alliance, 
its secretary-general and Western diplomats said Thursday. 

With the Western alliance likely to accept somt fonner 
Communist countries into its fold next year, diploma say 
some Non-.Aligned nations and unsuccessful NATO candi- 
dates may join a tighter grouping of would-be members and 

affiliates. . r. l z= 

Russia could also join this intensified Partnewhip bor 
Peace — dubbed “PPP-n." "enhanced PFP” or “PFP plus 
— which aims to boost non-members' military cooperation 
and political contact with NATO, a U.S. diplomat told 

“Let's include the Russians," said Derek Shearer, U.S. 

ambassador to Finland. , viA-rri- 

The plan aims ro demonstrate to Russia that NATO is no 
belUoerenr and ease the concerns of countries that my fall 
into a securitv "srev zone" after the alliance expands. 

‘•A ‘PFP nlus’ should aenerate the necessary reassurance 
that the se^'uritv of an^nlarged NATO and its partners 
remains closely linked,” said NATO Secretary-General 

Of the 27 current members of the PFP scheme aimed at 
uniting former European foes, Mr. Shearer s^d totween 15 
and 20 could join a super PFP, which could 
ic liaison officers and working groups and would be based 

"?s7«s?a notion of enhancing PFP to show where we're 

a Tiles.one speech by US. 
SecreiaS of Siaie Warren Christopher rn Sniitgart earlier 


this month in which he outlined a vision of a new Atlantic 
community which would erase former cold war barriera. 

Chnstopber spoke of fomung a new AUaniic 
Partnership Council b^d on a charter between NATO and 
Russia and said the alliance should involve non-members in 
the PFP programme. 

NATO's Solana, in a speech to the Inteniationa] Institute 
for Strategic Studies (USS), said the current scheme was 
already the most successftil military cooperation pre- 
gramme in Europe's history. 

“But (it) has to be upgraded and deepened to reflect the 
new situation which exist after NATO enlargement,'’ he 
said. 

"This could entail, among other things, offering interest- 
ed partners greater involvement in NATO milita^ pian- 
oing, activities and structures as well as in consultations 
with the alliance." 

Czechoslovakia. Hungary and Poland are widely regard- 
ed as top of the list for inclusion in an expanded NATO. 
Other fonner Soviet bloc states including the Baltic coun- 
tries, Romania and Bulgaria are less likely to make it into 
the first round. 

“You don’t want them feeling this means ‘no’ forever," 
Mr. Shearer said. 

The scheme could also embrace non-aligned and neutral 
countries — Finland, Sweden and Austria — which do not cur- 
rently seek NATO membership, offsetting concerns that NATO 
expansion may be seen as recreadog "zones of influence." 

For 'instance, Finland. Sweden and the three Baltic states. 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, have said expansion in Central 
Europe may leave fonner Soviet satellites in a securi^ void 
which, under some circumstances. Russia could try to fill. 


N. Korean agents hold 
out; U.S. ursjes calm 


KANGNUNG. South Korea 
(R) — South Korean troops 
using loudhailers plead^ 
Friday with the remnants of 
a North ,|Coreao infiltration 
group to sucrender, while 
Uie United States urged “all 
parties" to stay calm. 

Troops blasted the mes- 
sage to an estimated half 
dozen or so agents holed up 
in a nigged mountain area 
pined with disused coal 
mines, and helict^ers scat- 
tered leaflets urging surren- 
der after a night of fierce 
gunfights. 

"Ymi are surrounded. If 
you abandon your weapons 
and surrender you can live. 
Most of your colleagues 
have been shot to death. We 
urge you to surrender im- 
mediately." an army officer 
shouted repeatedly through 
a loudspeaker on a military 
jeep. 

Authorities now believe 
possibly 26 North Koreans 
came ashore early Wednes- 
day from a submarine near 
the east coast city of' 
Kangnung. So far, 18 have 
been shot and killed and one 
has been captured alive. 

Political ^ockwaves from 
the incident — one of the 
deadliest infiltrations of the 
Smith since the early cold 
war — spread wider, cloud- 
ing pro^iects for a U.S.- 
S<wth Korean peace inida- 
tive for the divided Korean 
peninsula. 

Nonh and South Korea 
have been technically at war 
since their 1950-53 conflict 
ended with an annistice ne- 
gotiated by U.S.-led United 
Nations Forces. 

In Washington. U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Warren 
Christopher urged “all par- 
ties" to avoid further pro- 
vocative action. Seoul said 
it would brief the U.N. Se- 
curity Council on die eframa 
and Japan denounced the 
incident as “deplorable." 

North Korea accused 
South Korea of taking "pro- 
vocative action" near the 
border earlier this week but 
made no reference to the 
submarine incident in a 



Three North Korean infiltrators w ho were shot and killed by Soath Korean security 
forces are examined by soldiers nei ar this east coast city Thursday. They were among 
an estimated eight agents still at Isii: rge after around 20 North Koreans landed by sut^ 
marine on a beach near Kangnunf • on Sept. 18 (Reuter photo) 


radio broadcast. 

Mr. Christopher told a 
news conference: "We wish 
that ail p^es would leftain 
from further provo- 
cative actions." The United 
States has 37,000 troops sta- 
tioned in the south to deter 
any North Korean attack. 

Asked if the incident 
could affect efforts to pro- 
vide Pyongyang with nuc- 
lear technology and human- 
itarian aid, he added: "Ob- 
viously. the episode is a 
matter of concern tot the 
facts are so murky." 

North Korea is ^pealing 
for Western food aid follow- 
ing devastating floods. 

The United States is part 
of an international consor- 
tium providing the North 
wiA nuclear power plants 
as pf a dc^ to end the 
country's suspect^; ,quclear 
weapons {^gramme. 

Ja^ hit out, at North 
Korea over the incident. 

“We have an interest in 
peace and stability on the 
Korean peninsula and it is 
deplorable that North Korea 


has b rought about this inci- 
dent," government spokes- 
man Seiroku Kajiyama told 
a n eiH'S conference. 

"'Tlie intemadonal com- 
mu.ivity will not accept iL 
We i:^ on North Korea to 
imir iL;diateIy end these 
kind s of actions." 

Poi Uiical analysts said the 
incid ent may have damaged 
the cl lances of peace on the 
Kore: in pteninsula by giving 
ammi rnitlon to hardliners in 
Seoul, who oppose any con- 
cessiOi IS to the North. 

Souti 1 Korea and the Uni- 
ted Sta tes are trying to en- 
tice Pi /ongyang to talks, 
along V riih China, to work 
out a pt iace pact to replace 
thearmi sdee. 

A Sou th Korean Forei^ 
Ministry ‘ statement said 
Seoul's ■ ( imbassador to the 
United N ations would brief 
members of the Security 
CouncU Friday on the 
drama. 

The infi Itration was "an 
obvious V iolation of the 
armistice a greement and a 
grave threr u to peace and 


security on the Korean pe- 
ninsula", the statement said. 

South Korea is one of 15 
members of the Security 
Council, whose permanent 
members are the United 
States, China. Russia, Bri- 
tain and France. 

Domestic media reports 
said the captured man. Lee 
Kwang-Soo. 31. told inter- 
rogators 26 North Koreans 
landed on a beach. Three 
were trained saboteurs, two 
guides and the rest crew 
members. 

The saboteurs — deadly 
operatives trained to survive 
behind enemy lines during 
war — were still at large, he 
said. 

A South Korean Defence 
Ministry spokesman dec- 
lined to comment on the re- 
ports. • ■>' ’ 

The public in South Korea 
has reacted with anger and 
anxiety to the infiltration. 
Some blame the navy ibr 
failing to detect the subma- 
rine and worry the country 
Is vulnerable to anack 
its arch-enemy to the north. 


Cambodia rules out top posts for Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH (Reuter) — 
Cambodia’s Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen has ruled 
our senior govenunent and 
military posts for break- 
away Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las and warned they risked 
alienation if tb^ persisted 
with their demaiids. 

'*We cannot offer (them 
these posts). It is impossi- 
ble," 1^. Hun Sen said Fri- 
day. 

1^. Hun Sen said the sep- 
aratists would become a 
third force opposed by both 
the government and the 
hardline Khmer Rouge for- 
ces if they insisted on their 
demands. 

“They will face and fight 
both Pol Pot and the gov- 
ernment sides. It would give 
their people many difficul- 
ties and then Pol Pot can 
come back to control their 
areas" be told the Cam- 


bodian Bar Association. 

Commanders of Khmer 
Rouge divisions which last 
mon± broke with the main- 
stream Khmer Rouge de- 
manded at peace talks Tues- 
day that the government 
give them one armed forces 
deputy chief of staff post 
and a deputy chief of staff 
position in the Interior 
Ministry. 

They also sought a region- 
al military chief post, three 
regional deputy chief posts 
and requested that their 
Pailin stronghold remain 
under their comrol as the 
centre of a new province in 
the northwest. 

Mr. Hun Sen said these 
posts were much more 
senior than those held by 
any of the commanders lo- 
yal to dissident leader leng 
Sary, foreign minister dur- 
ing the brutal 1975-79 


Khmer Rc iige “killing 
fields" regira- 

He said se nior positions 
for the guei lillas in the 
armed forces and Interior 
Ministry were not a precon- 
dition for peao 

'If today lent r Sary comes 
with a group a nd we offer 
them a deputy c :hief of staff 
post and tiien Son Sen 
comes, we oft %r another 
one, Khieu Samphan 
comes, we offer : mother one 
— in the end i he Khmer 
Rouge will bold ievei^ post 
on the general sta ff.” 

Khieu Samphan is the no- 
minal leader of ti ie Khmer 
Rouge and Son S en is the 
guerrillas’ defence chief. 

Mr. leng Sary, who has 
accepted a RoysJ amnesty, 
said after forging a i Ceasefire 
earlier this month .that the 
govenunent must cl. irify his 
legal status if the peace 


talks were to advance. 

Mr. leng Sary and Mr. Poi 
Pot were sentenced to death 
in absentia for their roles in 
the genocide of more than 
one million people during 
the Maoist Kiuner Rouge’s 
rule in the late 1970s. 

King Norodom Sihanouk 
signed Mr. leng Sary's 
amnesty last Saturday. 

This allowed a military 
working group to meet for 
the first time Tuesday in the 
Pailin stronghold, where 
Guerrilla Commanders Sok 
Peap and Ei Chien put their 
demands. 

First Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
said Thursday that creating 
a new province around Pai- 
lin should not be a problem 
but the districts and number 
of people to be included 
must be determined first. 


Ukraine admits higher Cherm ibyl radiation 


KIEV (R) — Ukrainian 
officials said Thursday that 
neuuon radiation readings 
had risen considerably in- 
side the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant's ruined fourth reactor 
and called for new efforts to 
rebuild the “sarcophagus" 
bousing it 

VUctor Baiyakhtar, vice- 
president of Ukraine’s Aca- 
demy of Sciences, told Uk- 
linfbrm news agency that 
readings of neutron activity 
in the cracking steel and 
concrete "saicopbagus" co- 
vering the reactor bad risen 
by five to 110 times this 
week. 

Independent experts said 
even those readings posed 
no immediate danger, 10 
years after the reactor 
caught fire and exploded in 
the world’s worst civil nuc- 
lear disaster. 

President Leonid Kuch- 
ma, who has pledged to 
close Chernobyl by the year 
2(X)0, expressed concent 
over the state of the sar- 
cophagus at talks with an 
envoy of the G7 wealthy 
countries, one of the chief 
paymasters in financing the 


shutdown. 

Mr. Baryakhiar, Mr. 
Kuchma's top nuclear ad- 
viser, described the inc- 
reased readings as a "chain 
reaction" which had lasted 
from four to five hours 
Monday. 

'This is a r^er danger- 
ous phenomenon which has 
been observed three times 
this year" he told Ukrin- 
form. 

"The main reason is leak- 
age under the sarcophagus 
of rainwater, which spe^s 
up neutrons. The only way 
to avoid these instances is to 
build a new structure 
around the sarcophagus wi- 
thout delay." 

One independent report 
tiiis week smd neutron radi- 
ation readings twice normal 
levels had been recorded 
inside the "tomb" hurriedly 
erected around the reactor 
after the 1986 disaster. 

But it said rises of tens of 
thousands times the norm 
would be required to cause 
a new nuclear reaction. 

Mr. Ba^akhtar's state- 
ment, and its appearance on 
Ukraine's official news 


agency, appeared aii ned at 
pressing for quicker action 
in replacing the san xipha- 
gus. 

"Such Ie\'els ate stil 1 well 
below anything coDsti tuting 
a danger but it is impi srtaot 
to understand just wl lat is 
happening inside tbei *e. It 
all must be explained," ' Pat- 
rick Michallle, a R ench 
nuclear safety exper *. in 
Ukraine, told Reuters. 

‘•If levels coGtiaue k > be 
abnormal that makes the 
problem of the sarcophz igus 
more urgent Hie 1^, ain- 
ians are clearly trying to 
draw attention to this, i But . 
even if more money is al Jo- . 
cated that does not nec es- 
sariJy deal with the pre ib- 
iem." 

Ukraine’s top negotiai or 
on closing CHiemobyl, E n- 
vironment Minister Yi iri 
Kostenko, initially sugge& -i- 
ed Wednesday chat the reai J- 
ings were caused by fault y 
equipmeoL 

But be later said that, j f 
the levels proved coireci 
they requi^ quick investi- - 
gation which Ukraine couh i 
not afford. 


At a meeting attended by 
G7 ambassadors, specif 
envoy Claude Mandj] hand- 
ed 1^. Kuchma a letter 
from French President 
Jacques Chirac, the current 
G7 chairman, responding to 
Kiev’s plea to sp<red up pro- 
mised aid and grants of 
about $3 billion. 

A spokesman said Mr. 
Kuchma expressed concern 
to Mr. Mandil about delays 
in financing construction of 
two unfinished reactors at 
other power stations “and 
the 200 tonnes of nuclear 
fuel under the sarcophagus. 
I expect clear decisions on 
this from G7." 

Mr. Kuchina was also 
meeting a senior official of 
the European Bank for Re- 
construction And Develop- 
ment, which is negotiating a 
separate financing accord 
on Chernobyl. 

Ukraine has complained 
that Western efforts have 
focused on restructuring the 
former Soviet republic's 
energy sector and do not 
recognise a new sarcopha- 
gus as an urgent priority. 
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Where lines shoul Id 
be drawn 


IN ITS latest issue, the Islamist weekly. AJ Sabeel, i {uot- 
ing Islamic parliamentanr’ sources, printed a story that 
paints a grim picture of how the authorities all^ :edly 
question detainees. The newspaper quoted the souro esas 
sa}ing that Issam Najjar, a Hamas activist, was torn ired 
extensively during a two-week period (o' vity 

forces. The newspaper editor, ICbni Asnier, w:as sl< bse- 
quently arrested, presumably for publishii^ the artic k in 
violation of the Press and PubOcations Law. 

The law, which journalists did not fully endorse w hen 
it was passed by Parliament in 1993. is expected t>:i be 
amend^ by the government to grant jouirialists nitrre 
freedoms in pursuing information and publishingstories 
and opinions, while requiring greater re^Mwisibility f kraix 
the journalists for what they public ministens say. 

Nleanwhile. wli^her or not Mr. Asmar and his < coL 
legues at A1 Sabeel violated tile law wiQ be determinef Iby 
the court. But the magistrates wfll not look into the 
authenticity of the Sitiieel report on alleged dels dnee 
abuses printed in its last wedc’s editUML court : wiD 
not look into the fact that A1 Sabeel is not the only j parly 
that is pressing the chaige of torture. C^po sition 
deputies are al^ And some of those people who were 
detuned in the past few* weeks are maldng simila r alle- 
gations. 

Two fetors ^ipear to be nusai% hare: a deiua J from 
the authorities of any claim of torture, and a verii kation 
carried out by an indepeudoit body. So fhr neither 
Amnes^ International nor the Arab Organisa> oon for 
Human Rights has issued any comment on the matter. 
The mucfa-ddayed Centre f<^ the Study d Den oocracy. 
Freedom and Human Ri^ts in the Arab Worid I'isyetto 
jbeboriLUatii^hait-day.soineactionimistbetak entoput 
I m rest for aUaU dictions aboitt .*tureaDd- 

i mistreatment of detainees. 

We. therefore, ^rce with the proposal made I jy Deputy 
Bassam Emoush to set up an independent bod y inves- 
tigate the issue. We a^ support the si^ stion that 
prison condhions should also come under ckis erscrutiny 
by an brandies of government and human lij ^is organ- 
isations. Over the past seven years, the c ountry has 
lalxnired to earn international recognition as aphiralistic 
democracy where basic human ri^ts are ol rsen'ed and 
respected. Jordan was among the first na tions in the 
world to ratify the Internatkii^ Covenant on Civfl and 
Potitical Rights. It since ratified the f International 
ConventicHi i^ainst torture. 

At tills advanced stage d our political anr J sodal devel- 
opment. even the appearance d condouDT.g torture and 
abuse of prisoners or suspects is highly d: i maging. The 
Kii^dom's laws are specific about the due processoflaw 
and applicable penalties. It is the courts, n ot any individ- 
ual or instimtion, which decides a peisoa' 's guilt or inno- 
cence. And one of the main prindples of ' the law is that 
statements and CMifessions made under t Juress are inad- 
missible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMI £NTARIES 


THE RECENT developments in Iraq I lave proved to the 
world ih.it it is Iraq, and not Kuwait, ihat is tlireatened 
and exposed to aggression, that the : aggressor is the 
United States and not Saddam Hussi 'in and that the oil 
and ne'i .saving the Kurds is the uliim ate objective of the 
U.S. adminisiration. s.iid Taher .A1 r idwan, u writer for 
.\l Duslour. This became clearer with the American 
mussing oi' plunc.s. viurships and ir oops in and around 
ihe Arabian Peninsula and was funh .cr manifested in the 
disarray in the ranks of the U.S.-led coalition of nations 
that fought the Iraqis in the 1991 * war. said the writer. 
Funhermore. he said, the Arab for eign ministers meet- 
ing in Cairo, \vhich rejected Wash lingion's handling of 
the situation and warned all foreigi i nations against lam- 
pcrinc with Iraq's sovereignty an d terriiorid integrity, 
were clear replies to .America's c :ngoing drive against 
Baghdad. Not only have the Arab counties, particularly 
Egypt. Saudi .Arabia and Syria, re treated from their 1991 
.stand of siding by the United Stai ss. but. said the writer, 
foreign powers like France and P .ussia have also reject- 
ed the U.S. intert'erence in Iruc _'s internal affaira and 
voiced their opposition to any fu rther mi.ssile attacks on 
Ir:iqi territory. 


.A WRITER for .\I Dustour der landed that the govern- 
ment enact a law that would ei table a person who has 
been imprlNoncJ for some timt i and then proved to be 
innocent and set free to sue ih ,e concerned authorities 
and a.sk for compen.suiion for ih e time he spent in deten- 
tion. Mohammad Subeihi .said that in democratic coun- 
tries any person who is not only detained but also 
chaiged and tried in court b ui proven innocent and 
acquitted has the right to sue i jie concerned authorities 
and demand reasonable comp ensation for unjust treat- 
ment. Regrettably, in Jordan. | people cannot do that and 
cannot .sue the government, s aid the writer, who noted 
that recently, there have bee n recurrent reports about 
person.s unjustly detained and later released without any 
charge.s. He .said that the co urts files show that thou- 
sands of citizens have been held in detention for days 
and weeks but they were f iroved to be innocent by 
conns and later set free. 1 ‘hesc unlbnunaie citizens 
must have su.sinined los.scs i ,i business, were prevented 
from leading a normal life, i prevented from leaving the 
country for business abroad and lost great chances for 
work or education, among others, for which, he said, 
they -are entitled to compen saiion form the biaic. espe- 
cially if they were refused to pay bail for their release 
until the date of trial in coup.. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Netanyahu’s double standard 


jeopardises the peace process 


DESPITE THE flurry of contacts between Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders and officials, the sad fact remains that 
there is very little movement towards the real issues at 
Stake between the two .sides. For all practical purposes, the 
government of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamlo 
Netanyahu seems bent upon giving the world an impres- 
sion that it is dedicated to peace while it actually imple- 
ments policies and measures designed to achieve just the 
opposite. 

There cannot be any ocher explanation to the Israeli 
approvals for expanding sectlemenis. ban against 
Palestinians using roads in their own land and moves 
against Palestinian institutions in Arab East Jerusalem and 
elsewhere in the West Bank. 

We do not exactly know what transpired between 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Israeli I^fence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai on Wednesday at the Erez 
crossing poinL But, judging from public comments of the 
two after the meeting, it seems unlikely that the discussion 
was much beyond a photo opportunity that fits in with 
Netanyahu's campaign to project himself as committed to 
making peace with tiie Pdestinians. He might tnd^ be 
committed to that objective, but then the question is: At 
what price for the Palestinians? 

Now the Israeli government has turned its guns on the 
European Union (EUj. a strong supporter of the 
Palestinian struggle, by warning that its envoys. should na 


meet with Palestinian officials at the Orient House, the 
headquarters of the Palestinian negotiating team with 
Israel. Adding insult to injury was an implicit warning by 
Netanyahu to the Europeans that they did not realise the 
implications of setting up an independent Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

If anything. OS somc Israelis themselves suggest, 
Netanyahu seems to be the one who needs an intensive, 
crash course on the realities of the Middle East rather than 
the Europeans, who have, by and large, backed the legiti- 
mate Palestinian demand for political and territorial 
rights in Palestinian land. 

Netanyahu is fooling no one but himself by using every 
oppommity to declare chat there would be no Palestinian 
state and no “redivision" of Jerusalem but that be still 
wants peace with the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu, who is also refusing to accept undertakings 
provided by his predecessors in the context of Syria, 
should know very well that these are positions that could 
not be reconciled with the overall objective of just and 
comprehensive peace in the region. 

The Israeli prime minister's attack on Egypt shows very 
dearly his frustrations that the Arabs have grown wiser to 
his deceitful approach to the peace process. Obviously. 
Netanyahu was hoping to advance Israel's economic goals 
at the Middle East and North Africa (MENA; economic 
summit in Cairo in November without actually meeting 


the basic requirements of peace with the Palestinians. By 
ihreaienina to scrap the conference, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak highlighted the double-standard Israeli 
approach. , 

Indeed, the summit will take place m Ca^, as sched- 
uled. but it seems to be a foregone conclusion that Israel 
and those Arabs who genuinely seek a new era of cooper- 
ation in the region have to scale down their expectations. 

Netany^u should also appreciate and re^se that his 
policies and measures are putting us, Jordanians, in a dif- 
ficult situation. On the one hand, w'e in Jordan are com- 
mitted to maintaining and nurturing peace with Israel and 
also building close economic cooperation in tiae spirit of 
good neigbbourliness. in the emerging new world eco- 
nomic order. Bur we cannot simply ignore Netanyahu’s 
deliberate efforts to deny the Palestinians their rights and 
continue to do business as usual. 

He should respect the Jordanian stand that the 
Kingdom's relations with Israel cannot be built at the 
expense of our cherished ties with the Arabs in general 
and. of course, the Palestinians in particular. As such. 
Netanyahu will be well-advised to take Jordan for granted 
and believe ±ai the Kingdom's efforts to improve its econ- 
omy through regional cooperation and the slack in Arab 
assistance to Amman would prompt us to ignore his point- 
ed endeavours at destroying what has been achieved so far 
in the Middle East peace process. 


‘U.S. aggressioin on Iraq 


affects the whole Arab region’ 


REVIEVVIED BY ELU 
NASRALLAH 


IN THE past week, articles 
and editorials in the local 
press continued to dwell on 
the situation in the Middle 
East in light of the develop- 
ments in Iraq and the 
^Palestinian lands. The arti- 
cles also, covered a host of 
doi;f)esdcA$sues. 

A writer for al Ra'i Arabic 
daily urged the. government 
to lifr the sanctions unjustly 
imposed on Iraq and 
remove ail restrictions that 
have caused so many losses 
to Jordan and so much suf- 
ferings to the Iraqi people. 
Fahed Al Fanek said Jordon 
and the Jordanians support 
Iraq in the face of aggres- 
sion by extern^ powers 
because Iraq is part of the 
Arab Nation, because 
aggression on Iraq is 
adversely affecting 

Jordan's economy and 
because it is the Arab 
Nation's duty to support 
Iraq as brothers and kins- 
men. He said that the hos- 
tile propaganda campaigns 
have, for the past five 
years, accused writers and 
intellectuals who call for an 
end to the aggression on 
Iraq of being in the pay of 
the Iraqi regime, but the 
time has come to put mat- 
ters in their right perspec- 
tive. 

The writer said that the 
United States has been aci- 
ing unilaterally and without 
any mandate from the U.N. 
Security Council against 
Iraq which has complied 
with all the U.N. resolu- 


tions. 

He said that if the U.S. is 
keen on protecting its own 
interests in the Arab oil. 
Jordon has its own national 
interests in Iraqi markets 
which used to absorb 30 per 
cent of the Jordanian prod- 
ucts. 

America should not be 
called the police of the 
world but rather the inter- 
national pirate which bul- 
lies all other countries that 


do not agree with its views, 
said Hamadeh Faraaneh. a 
writer for Al Dustour. 

The U.S. would be glad to 
be called the police of tiie 
world because the character 
of a policeman is fo bring 
about justice, but its inhu- 
man behaviour and its 
egression cm Iraq, said the 
writer.- expose- super- 
.pO)^'as abuUy 'of an fn^r- 
national pirate. 

A policeman is suppo^^d to 
deter acts by outlaws, like 
Israel which continues to 
occupy other countries' 
lands and continues to dis- 
regard the international 
legitimacy and the U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions. 

America, he said, b doing 
nothing of this kind, it is 
rather maintaining contin- 
ued aggression on a Third 
World country. TTie writer 
said the U.S. is rewarding 
the outlaw which is Israef. 
and itself comniining acts 
of piracy and imposing its 
will on others by force, 
against all international 
principles and rules. 

Under the pretext of liberat- 
ing Kuwait from a short- 
lived Iraqi occupation, the 
United States has secured 
its occupation of the whole 
of the Arab World, said 
Taher Al Adwan. a writer 
forAl Dustour. 

Under the pretext of 
defending Kuwait, the U.S. 
is imposing its siege not 
only on Iraq but on the 
whole Arab Nation through 
its own missiles and war 
planes and by proxy 
through its strategic dly in 
the region: Israel, said the 


pie are continually facing 
starvation, poverty and 
unemployment, and while 
the U.S. -Israeli alliance 
main tains its hold on the 
Arabs, the Middle East is 
facing an esc^ation of ten- 
sion that would lead to 
renewed conflicts. 

Tn the face of continued 
braeii iAtransigpucc and its 
ad^hht" pb'§itib'n “ddheem- 
ing the occupation of Arab 
lands, the Arab foreign 
ministers demanded that 
the peace proems continue 
and that Israel comply with 
the requirements of peace 
through implementing its 
Cblo accord with the 
Palestinians and the U.N. 


message to the Israeli gov- 
eromenL but. said the 
writer, it remains to be seen 
whether Israel would 
respond favourably and 
positively and whether the 
United States, the sponsor 
of the peace process, would 
exercise its pressure on Tel 
Aviv lo ensure an Israeli 
compliance with the 
requironaents -’of' a> - just 
peace. 

Ibrahim Al Absi. a writer 
for Al Ra'i, daily cited a 
statement by Pope 
Shnudeh, head of the 
Christian Coptic church in 
Egypt, who said recently 
that the Arabs have allowed 
Jerusalem to be lost to the 


policies, its building of set- 
tlements and its refusal jo 
recognise the Arab praple's 
rights, the writer said that 
unless action is taken, 
Jemsalero will be lost to the 
Jews for ever. 

The challenge, he said, is 
directed aa the Palestinians, 
as well as the Arabs and 
Mjjglqpi pJCpund the world,. 

sHttulti'hot allow I^l 
to maintain its bold on 
Jerusalem which represents 
the pride of the Arab and 
blamic worlds and which 
constitutes the key to peace 
in the Middle East. 
Mohammad Daoud. a 
writer for Al Dustour. 
called on the government to 



wnter. 

There is only one defence 
minister for the region who 
b now siuiDg in the 
Pentagon, imposing be^- 
mony on the Arabs who 
seem to be at a loss after 
losing their independence 
and free will, said the 
writer. While the Arab 


regime.s continue to con- 
done America's actions in 
the region, their own peo- 


resolutions. said Mahmoud 
Rimawi. 

The Arab ministers who 
met in Cairo tried to follow 
up on the recommendations 
and resolutions adopted by 
the Arab heads of stale in 
tteir recent Cairo summit 
meeting by stressing the 
need for brae) to adhere to 
the requirements of peace if 
ic wants to become an 
accepted entity in the 
Middle East region, said 
the writer. 

The foreign ministers' 
meeting has sent a clear 


Israelis. 

He said that the statement 
constituted a direct chal- 
lenge to the Arabs: the 
prelate's statement summed 
up the situation in the Holy 
Lands, in general, and 
Jerusalem, in particular, 
and served os u reminder to 
the Arab counuies to act 
immediately and save their 
holv shrines, said 


the 


writer. 

Praising the church leader 
for his direct criticism of 
the Arab countries' inaction 
against Israel’s judaisation 


refrain from floating the 
prices of basic commodi- 
ties, warning that such a 
move would be devastating 
to the low-income groups 
who live under the poverty 
line. 

The writer said that there 
can be no guarantee for pre- 
venting the merchants from 
hiking prices at will, e.xcept 
through a central govern- 
ment control. Minister of 
Supply Munir Sobar. him- 
self. admitted that the 
recent government's 
change of the form of sub- 


sidy caused the prices of 
bread and other commodi- 
ties to shoot up, prompting 
the F^nisiry of Supply to 
take firm action against 
merchants and violators of 
the law. noted the writer. 

He said if the government 
allows Che prices to be 
floated, there can be no 
linii.t to the greed’of certain 
DTefobahts ^ tbefe'.c^ be 
nb’Wcurity- fof the poor. 

He said it is in the interest 
of the coumry as a whole, 
and of the government in 
particular, to avert any new 
crises over the prices of 
basic commodities and the 
concerned authority should 
learn a lesson ftom the 
recent events in the wake of 
the lifting of subsidy on the 
bread and animal feed. 
Commenting on recent 
reports that the government 
is considering holding early 
general elections, Bassam 
Haddadin. a writer for Al 
Ra'i and a member of 
Parliament, said that as a 
safe measure, first the gov- 
ernment ought to arrange 
for open di^ogue, involv- 
ing ^puties and various 
sectors of the public, to 
reach a common and 
acceptable decision on this 
issue. 

The writer said that under 
the present situation, it is 
rather against the interest of 
the country and the majori- 
ty of the deputies them- 
selves to hold early elec- 
tions. adding that extending 
the mandate of the present 
Parliament would be even 
more beneficial for the gov- 
ernment which has a com- 
fortable majority in the 
Lower House, ensuring 
continued support for its 
policies. The writer said 
that the government should 
instead introduce a new 
election law that would be 
more just than the present 
law. ensuring right repre* 
sentation in 'the House of 
the various sectors of pub- 
lic. He said that the holding 
of elections could then be 
based on the new law. 
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LETTERS 


‘As the priest says... ’ 


To the Editor. 


.AS THE regional director of the Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine (PMP) in Amman. I was shocked and embar- 
rassed to .^ee my name associated with the article. 
“Pontifical mission closes; accu.sations flv." (Jordan 
Times. Sept. 19-20. 1996>. 

I categorically deny the quotes attributed to me 
regarding the closing of the Pontifical Mission office in 
Amman. Such .stutemems ore completely fal.se and mis- 
leading. 

The a.s$ertion ihui I vvo:. directed ;n L>..ise ail opera- 
tions by the end of September is false, as Ls the state- 


ment that the staff of PMP has been ser\*ed notice. I did 
not confirm to your staff reporter that PMP is dosing its 
office in Amman. 

There can be no doubt that PMP has always enjoyed 
excellent relations with the churches of Jordan. Every 
anempi has been made by me and previous directors to 
be of assistance and serve the poor with whatever 
re.sources were available to us. 

The misquote that portrays the local church as being 
uncooperative with the PMP is most unfortunate. 
Neither our history in Jordan nor the ongoing ministry 
of the churches supports such an accusation. For the 
record. I assure you. this piece of information is not 
true, and did not come from me. 

The truth of the matter is. as the President of PMP, 
Monsignor Robert L. Stem has .stared, “an 'administra- 
tive consolidation' of its Amman and Jerusalem office.s 


IS under study, but has not been decided. If such an 
admmstruttve consolidation is made, it would affect 
the management of the Amman office, not its pro- 
grammatic activity'. ^ 


Raymond A. Riddids 
Director, PMPy 
Amman. 
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Jordan Times, Saturday, September 21, 1996 


■ Thesis exams 


a matter of form and content 


By S^wa El Taher 

Dr. Ahmad Majdoubeh, 
the author of The View 
from Academia, has 
delighted readers of the 
Jordan Times with his 
columns that do not hesi- 
tate to deal with different 
matters ranging from our 
approach to history to our 
use of picnic sites His 
columns are. on the whole, 
caring, informed and infor- 
mative. 

Yet as the saying goes: 
“Every thinker has his 
flaws and as an admir er 
of Dr. Majdoubeh's 
attempts to point out 
aspects of Jordanian draw- 
backs and to present con- 
smictiye suggestions, I was 
intrigued by his article 
'Thesis exams, kenafa and 
press coverage” (Jordan 
Times, Thursday- Friday, 
May 9-10.1996J. This, for 
journalistic as well as logi- 
cal reasons. The only rea- 
son I could not comment 
on the article at the time is 
that I was undergoing a 
thesis exam myself, and 
trying to meet a deadline. 
Today, I would like to pre- 
sent the following view 
from a dual perspective, 
that of a journalist and that 
of a student who did under- 
go two thesis exams at the 
Jordan University. 


A matter of form 

I .) Dr. Majdoubeh's arti- 
cle covers exactly three 
columns, one whole col- 
umn — a third of his article 
is dedicated to a criti- 
cism of the Arabic press in 
Jordan. He actually starts 
his article by the foUowina 
opening statement : ‘There 
is something seriously 
wrong with the way our 
Arabic newspapers and 
magaanes cackle many of 
the issues that are of con- 
cern to our largely inno- 
cent, uninformed, hearsay- 
prone, and gossip-swallow- 
ing public.” This statement 
actually engages the writer 
— whom, as soon as he 
addresses an audience, is 
asking them to “suspend 
disbelief’ — to perform the 
following: a) substantiate 
this statement with enough 
analysis, convincing proof 
and living examples. Most 
readers are aware of the 
tightrope the Jordanian 
press is trying to walk — 
both in its Arabic and Eng- 
lish publications — to find 
the balance between free- 
dom of speech, responsible 
reporting and responsive- 
ness to the country's diffi- 
cult circumstances. 

Most readers are aware of 
the lack of substance of 
articles presented to them 
in different papers. So 


what is it exactly that Dr. 
Majdoubeh contributed 
with to this problem? Had 
he criticised the press cov- 
erage of thesis exams, he 
wo^d have been within the 
conventions of journalism. 
But when glossing over 
two major issues as thesis 
exams and press coverage 
in the same column, he 
actually committed the 
same mistake he deplores 
and condemns. 

b) To show how he finds 
our readership “innocent, 
uninformed, hearsay- 
prone, and gossip-swd- 
iowing” without being 
guilty of hasty generalisa- 
tion. Just exactly which 
public is he referring to? If 
he is referring to die read- 
ers of the Jordan Times, 
then I think many people 
are in a position to prove 
him misinformed. If be is 
referring to the readers of 
Arabic newspapers, then he 
owes it to them to address 
them in their own lan- 
guage. For it is surely their 
right to disag^ with him, 
as it is the obligation of the 
informed to join him in 
guiding the gullible and the 
misguided. 

c) To know that the piece 
of information that so upset 
him in this case is call^ a 
piece of news. It is a per- 
fectly valid and legitimate 
item in a newspaper. It 


does not keep anyone will- 
ing to write a “report”, a 
“feature”, a “survey”, or 
even a '‘reportage” ik)m 
doing so. But to describe 
an item as “ ultimately 
subversive” because it ends 
with a thought provoking 
question Hire: “Is tiiere 
something else on the mind 
of the university?”, and to 
ascribe it to a “mentality of 
conspiracy” is really amaz- 
ing. For. surely, raising 
questions and demanding 
justifications is an inherent 
role of the press, and a 
healthy practice of checks 
and b^ances in a democra- 
tic society. We understand 
Dr. Majdoubeh’s need to 
defend the university he 
teaches at, but to cadi an 
item ‘'subversive” brings 
back echoes of the Middle 
Ages and witch-hunting, 
that all liberal journalists 
decry. For it is by healthy 
dialogue that matters are 
soiv^, and certainly not by 
muzzling journalism or 
depriving the public of his 
right to imow. 

A matter of content 

As a close witness to the 
practices mentioned by Dr. 
Majdoubeh. I feel it is both 
my both right and my duty 
to make the following 
points clear to the public: 

We all asree that the the- 


sis defence is a serious aca- 
demic evenL But we ^so 
know it is a special event 
since it is the culmination 
of a student's efforts over 
many years. It arouses 
great interest among those 
who appreciate ^olar- 
ship. To sodie people it 
rep^sents a major event, 
reached at great cost and 
sacrifice, one worthy of 
pride and joy. 

The real question, then, is 
not whether students 
should be allowed to bring 
kenafa or not (I shall delil> 
erately ignore the allusions 
to “creative touches 
imported from some frater- 
nal Arab countries” and the 
double reference to the 
missing belly-dancer). 

The real problem lies in 
the following: 1) The Uni- 
versity of Jordan cannot 
decide if it wants this event 
to be publicised and open 
to the public or not. In its 
unclear vision lies all the 
confusion that caused some 
people to lose the forest for 
the trees. 

Here, let it be clear that 
every institution has the 
right to decide the manner 
according to which it 
chooses to “examine” its 
students. In some Arab 
countries with established 
academic conventions, it is 
understood that it is a 
'‘mock trial” that the stu- 


dent is not allowed to 
undergo until he or she is 
ready. It can appear to be a 
trying and painful experi- 
ence. but it is intrinsically 
conducted as an academic 
celebration, for solemnity 
does not necessarily 
exclude joy and pride. 

In Russia where, presi- 
dent of the Arab Philosoph- 
ical Society, Dr. Ahmad 
Madi, defended his Ph.D. 
in 1970, a student was 
asked to announce the time 
and place of his defence in 
the Moscow Evening 
paper and to produce proof 
to this effect to his univer- 
sity to be kept in his -per- 
sonal file. Moreover, the 
audience there was expect- 
ed — even encouraged — 
to participate. In France, 
we are told that certain 
juries wear white wigs and 
act like a real coun in ses- 
sion. In the United States, 
there are as many ways to 
examine a student as there 
are academic institutions. 
Dr Nicholas Linfield, asso- 
ciate Professor of Litera- 
ture at the Jordan Universi- 
ty for Women, recalls that 
on the day of his defence at 
the University of Texas, in 
Austin, he was simply told 
by one of the examining 
committee: “Since Mr. 

Linfield is now the authori- 
ty on the subject, why 
doesn't be enlighten us 


Barzani says Turkey dropped plan Israelis sheU mzboUah amid increasing tension 


(Continued from page 1) 

, interest as it would 
involve the inclusion of 
territory from Iran, Syria 
and Tuntey. 

Such a prospect would 
create “insecurity, espe- 
cially with respect to 
Turkey.” Mr. Deutch 
said. 

”It's iusi better to try 
and sure that there 
is sensible ,autonoipy^ 
and peace- wd protec- ! 
tion" for the 'Kurds, 'he 
said. 

The United States also 
does not favour a parti- 
tioninjg of Iraq as it 
woula bolster Iran's 
influence in the region, 
Mr. Deutch said. 

"The integrity of Iraq 
is important ... because it 
does form a military 
balance to Iran in the 
rerion," he said. 

But the top spymaster 
asserted that the U.S. 
poliev towards Iraq had 
railed to dislodge Presi- 
dent Saddam and sug- 
gested that a series of 
new factors were com- 
plicating Washington's 
anti-Iraq drive. 

"Six years of contain- 
ment and sanctions have 
failed to dislodge Sad- 
dam Hussein from 
power,” Mr. Deutch stat- 
ed. 

He said that the coali- 
tion that pushed Iraqi 
forces out of Kuwait in 
1991 appeared weaker 
and that Turkey's new 
Islamist government 


was showing a willing- 
ness to deal with Bagh- 
dad. 

“Saddam Hussein still 
has the possibility of 
threatening his neigh- 
bours: Kuwait Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan," Mr. 
Deutch said. 

A source close to 
Wednesday's talks said 
Mr. Baizani told Mr. 
Pelletreau his alliance 
with Baghdad was only 
“t^por^” arid he. had 
no intention' of forging 
any political accord with 
i^sident Saddam unless 
“forced" to do so. 

“He would be forced 
into it by the withdrawal 
of Operation Provide 
Comfort — an allied 
force protecting the 
Kurds — or a disen- 

t agemenc of the United 
tates from northern 
Iraq.” the source told 

In Washington, State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said 
only that the talks had 
been “productive.” 

“We are reestablishing 
contact with someone 
who is a very important 
leader in northern Iraq 
and we want to make 
sure that we carry out 
the relationship in the 
way that we told him we 
would,” said Mr. Bums, 
who prior to the meeting 
said Washington would 
ask Mr. Baizani to cut 
ties with Baghdad. 

The State i)epartment 
spokesman said no date 


had been set for another 
meeting but “I am sure 
we will have contacts in 
the future." 

Iran on Thursday 
warned Mr. Barzani not 
to seek U.S. support to 
solidify his mle in north- 
ern Iraq, saying it would 
be a ^eater mistake 
than allying himself 
with Baghdad. 

Iran's state radio said 
Mr. Barzani “ought to 
beware of the- fact^ that 
the Americans only 
intervene where they 
have interests." 

Washington also wants 
to meet Mr. Barzani's 
rival, PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani, who fled to 
Iran during the fighting, 
to ask hiiii to end his 
ties with Tehran. 

Mr. Bums said only 
“we are in touch with 
him and will continue 
our contacts.” 

Diplomatic circles in 
Ankara were reluctant to 
comment, though one 
Western diplomat hinted 
that “Barzani's promises 
have to be taken with a 
grain of salt.” 

The Turkish daily Mil- 
liyet on Thursday said 
Mr. Barzani was giving 
different .signals to 
Ankara and Washington, 
saying when he met 
Foreim Minister Ciller 
foe luudish leader said 
his group would pursue 
a policy of rapproche- 
ment with Baghdad — 
as Ankara ho^s. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Channel 2 TV, 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke after 
two Israeli soldiers were 
killed and eight wounded 
Thursday in a clash with the 
Hizboll^ guerrillas in 
soutiiem Lebanon. 

A senior Israeli convnan- 
der said that HizboUah 
broke rules of engagement 
by firing at Israeli troops 
from civilian areas and 
Israel will retaliate harshly if 
the violations do not cease: 

The' fighting was the worst 
since a U.S.-brokered cease- 
fire between Israel and 
HizboUah in April. 

As psn of the understand- 
ings. both sides agreed not 
to target civilians and not to 
launch attacks from civilian 
areas. In response to Thurs- 
day's fiareup. Lebanon and 
Israel filed complaints with 
the U.S.-led committee that 
supervises adherence to the 
understandings, the Israeli 
army said Friday. The panel 
was to meet Sunday for its 
fourth session at the head- 
quarters of the U.N. peace- 
lepers in South Lebanon. 

In remarks broadcast Fri- 
day, Israeli Major General 
Amiram Levine said that 
HizboUah violated the 
understandings when it 
attacked Israeli troops 
Thursday from positions in 
South Lebanese viUages. 

“They grossly violated the 


understandings, ihQ' fired 
artiUery from inside vU- 
lages." he said. 

He also defended Israel's 
response of air and artillery 
attacks. 

“The Israeli army does not 
violate the understandings, 
but we will protect our 
forces. There is a clear sepr 
tioD in the understandings 
about self-defence that says 
we can return fire when we 
are in danger. We will hit the 
guerrillas wherever they 
hre.*' Geii. Levine ^ded. 

The fiareup in South 
Lebanon came at a time of 
growing tensions between 
Israel and Syria, the main 
power broker in Lebanon. 
Syria has been shifting thou- 
sands of its 40,000 troops in 
Lebanon to apparently more 
defensive positions, sparic- 
ing Israeli concern of a pos- 
sible military confrontation 
at a time of stalled peace 
talks. 

Gen. Levine said Syria 
was using HizboUah as a 
tool to pressure Israel. “The 
Syrians have a clear interest 
in the HizboUah attacking 
the Israeli army on the 
Lebanese court," Gen. 
Levine said. “This interest 
wiU not change.” 

Despite the tensions. Mr. 
Netanyahu said Thursday 
that messages passed 
diFOUgh the United States 
bad reduced the probability 
of hostiUties with Syria. 


On Friday, the Israeli daily 
Yediot Ahronot said Israel 
had sent a sharp message to 
Syria demanding that Syrian 
troops be puUed back to 
their original positions or 
there would be no resump- 
tion of peace negotiations. 

'We wUl not negotiate 
under constant threat of Syr- 
ian troops that could move 
from a defence to aggressive 
stance,” the message said, 
according to Yediot. 

Isnteli art! Ueiy fired some 
15 shells on the Jabal -Qufran 
region in the w^tenr'Bekaa 
Valley and just outside the 
Israeu-occupied “security 
zone" in southern Lebanon 
on Friday, security sources 
said. 

During the night, IsraeU 
helicopter gunships strafed 
with heavy machine guns 
woods and valleys in Jabal 
Qutraa, the sources said. 

Israeli warplanes also flew 
at low altitude over vUlages 
just outside the border zone 
and reconnaissance drones 
were witnessed around the 
port city of Tyre, they said. 

Many residents of south- 
ern Lebanon remained 
indoors and listened to news 
bulletins on their radios, 
fearing an escalation of vio- 
lence. 

An official with United 
Nations peacekeepings in 
the region said all forces in 
the area bad declared a state 
of full alert. 


Arafat pleads for German capital 


(Continued from page 1) foe iDtemational commu- 


U.S. reinforces military presence 


(Continued from page 1) 

the U.S. military said. 

They are also aimed at 
improving cooperation 
between the Kuwaiti 
and U.S. armed forces 
and test foe ability of 
American troops to 
deplov quickly in the 
Gulf,' foe US military 
said. 

Russian efforts 

Russia plans to step up 
its diplomatic efforts to 
ease tension in foe Gulf 
and secure the release of 
Kuwaiti prisoners held 
in Iraq, a senior Kuwaiti 
official said Friday ^ter 
talks with Deputy For- 
eign Minister Viktor 
Posuvalyuk. 

“Russia recognises foe 
danger that niay 
em^ate from Bagh- 
dad's actions if they ^ 
directed towards escala- 
tion," said Kuwaiti First 
Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Suleyman A1 Sha- 
heen. 

“Russia has taken sev- 


eral steps to control the 
situation, to prevent it 
deteriorating, and has 
pronused to take further 
steps in that direction.” 

Mr. Shaheen said 
Kuwait “attaches great 
value to Russia’s role 
and initiative in manag- 
ing to persuade Iraq not 
to open fire on coalition 
planes patrolling the no- 
fly zones.” 

Kuvk/aiti ministers have 
been touring Arab and 
other international capi- 
tals to bolster support 
for the U.S. militaiy 
build-up in Kuwait. 

Russian diplomatic 
intervention was behind 
Iraq's decision to sus- 
pend firing at allied air- 
craft over the "no-fly” 
zones a week ago, and 
Moscow has l^n con- 
tinuing its initiatives 
aimed at preventing 
another U.S. strike on 
Iraq. 

In a statement quoted 
by Itar-Tass news 
agency, the Russian For- 
ei^ Imnistry said it was 
“continuing to take^ the 
most active steps” to 


help stabilise foe situa- 
tion in foe region, and 
was “m aintain ing close 
contacts with all sides 
involved.” 

Mr. Shaheen described 
the U.S. reinforcements 
in Kuwait as a “symbol- 
ic” presence, fiiUy in 
line with foe defence 
pact Kuwait had signed 
with the permanent 
members of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Mr. Shaheen said Rus- 
sia promised "further 
efforts to secure foe 
release" of Kuwaiti pris- 
oners held in Iraq since 
foe 1991 Gulf war. 

“Russia wants to pur- 
sue these efforts without 
publicity,'’ Mr. Shaheen 
said, adding that repre- 
sentatives of Kuwait's 
Gulf war allies and foe 
Red Cross would meet 
in Kuwait Wednesday to 
discuss the issue. 

‘•We hope Iraq will 
provide some new infor- 
mation to help resolve 
the issue," he said. 


Mr. Bubis said his 
meetings with Mr. 
Netanyahu had con- 
vinced him foe right- 
wing Likud Party-led 
government wanted to 
make foe peace process 
progress, and said that 
Ai^at should not 
.overreact but show “a lit- 
tle more patience.” 

The Palestinian leader 
would get foe Israelis’ 
understanding once they 
realised he was in 
earnest, Mr. Bubis said, 
'liie German Jewish 
leader also said it would 
help if Mr. Arafat spoke 
out clearly against terror- 
ism. 

In an interview with a 
regional German state 
radio shortly before the 
meeting, Mr. Bubis said 
he agreed with Mr. Arafat 
that the Israeli govern- 
ment's policy of settle- 
ments in foe Palestinian 
territories was a “politi- 
cal provocation.” 

But he said he was con- 
fident the peace process 
would continue. 

The Palestinian leader 
had warned Thursday foe 
process was in serious 
danger of being eroded 
by Israeli delay and 
manoeuvring, and 
appealed for help from 


mty to save it. 

He said Fridajy after 
meeting Mr. Bubis that 
bis talks with him would 
have a “great positive 
effect” andhelp stabilise 
the peace process. 

The two men also..’-' 
agreed economic devel- 
opment in foe region was 
essential to stability. 

On Thursday, Mr. 
Arafat uiged Germany to 
pressure Israel to honour 
Its Middle East peace 
agreements, warning the 
Jewish state's stance 
could plunge the whole 
region ba^ into vio- 
lence. 

“Prustration and des- 
peration are quickly 
increasing" be told foe 
regional 'parliament in 
Hesse. "Tnis drags the 
^on back to extrem- 
ism, violence and terror- 
ism. Enmity and war are 
appearing on the hori- 
zon." 

Mr. Arafat was speak- 
ing just hours after a late- 
night meeting with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
'Itzhak Mordechai. They 
fiuled to reach a^ement 
over a delayed Israeli 
troop redeployment from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Mr. Arafat said Ger- 
many and other leading 


members of foe 
international community 
must try to persuade Mr. 
Netanyahu to respect 
commitments, such as 
the Hebron redeploy- 
ment, made by his prede- 
cessor Shimon Peres. 

Netanyahu is 
scheduled to visit Ger- 
many next week to hold 
talks with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 

“We have been sur- 
prised by the policy of 
foe new Israeli govern- 
ment," Mr. Arafat said, 
spealcing through an 
interpreter. “It is their 
goal to impose a new and 
purely Israeli version to 
solve the conflict 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis." 

German Foreign Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel told 
Farters after meeting 
Mi. Arafat in Bonn that 
he had urged Israel to lift 
foe blockade of the Pales- 
tmian territories. 

“The agreements which 
have been reached must 
be observed both in spirit 
and to the letter," he said. 

He reiterated that Ger- 
many did not see itself as 
a mediator in foe conflict 
but would try to make 
sure, through economic 
aid, that “people feel the 
peace initiative paying 
off." 


about some of his find- 
ings?" 

For it is assumed that a 
university who “fails to 
train its students in the art 
of writing, does not allow 
them access to' rich 
research libraries, does not 
expect them to devote to 
the thesis the amount of 
time it requires and allows 
them to submit it hastily” 
should simply not allow 
the defence to go on. 

The duty of academic 
institutions is to set 
requirements, ask the stu- 
dents to abide by them and 
protect them from any pub- 
lic humiUation. thus pre- 
serving the standard of the 
university itself. For the 
problem we are facing 
today is not a matter of 
form, but rather of contenu 

Why smoking parents 
should annoy experienced 
teachers is indeed a puzzle 
to any scholar. Whether the 
audience comes “dressed 
to kill”, brings kenafa or 
Arabic coffee are such triv- 
ial details that one wonders 
why they should use up so 
much valuable university 
time and papers — let 
alone newspaper space. 

All what an experienced 
professor has to do in order 
to feel “at ease” being 
video-taped while trying a 
student is to come himself 
well-prepared. One won- 


ders here, as in many other 
cases, whose welfiue is 
really at stake: that of the 
jury sitting on the bench, 
holding life-tenure at the 
university, or that of the 
student whose perfor- 
mance over years is being 
assessed and whose char- 
acter is, hopefully, being 
formed? 

It is indeed counterpro- 
ductive to reverse the 
cases, cloud the issues and 
revert to sarcasm when 
dealing with life-determin- 
ing factors for the young 
generation. All what the 
university has to do is to 
decide once and for all on 
its format, for it cannot 
have it both ways: hold an 
open discussion of the the- 
sis, and deprive parents and 
relatives from attending. 
Matters of kenafa and Ara- 
bic coffee can be dealt with 
overnight. Members of the 
audience who do not 
respect the “solemnity of 
the occasion” can be fi^ly 
asked to leave. 

I suggest therefore that 
any ac^emic institution 
concentrate on matters of 
student advisors who take 
their job too lightly, and on 
thesis contents that do not 
meet the requirements of 
scholarship. Once we 
address the hean of the 
maner, the details will take 
care of themselves. 
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Invitation to Tender 
Central Tender No. 154/96 I 
Study, Design and Preparation of 
Tender Documents 
for the Inspection & Repair of Berths 
At Aqaba Port 

Foreign International consultants specialised In the 
design of inspection and repair of berths in association 
with local consultants qualified by the Government 
Tenders Directorate (G.T.D.) as grade A In buildings or 
grade A in roads are invited to collect tender documents 
as follows: 

1- Scope of work: Study, design and preparation of final 
tender documents for the inspection and repair of berths 
at Aqaba Port. 

2- Proposals with resenrations to the tender conditions 
shall be disqualified. 

3- The tenderers are to fill in the unit prices in words in 
addition to numbers. 

4- The share of the local consultant shall be 20% of the 
tolal value of the offer. His scope of work and man-power 
shall be clearly described in the technical proposal, in 
addition to that of the International Consultant 

5- Partners of each association are requested to provide 
with their technical offers an association agreement 
signed by all partners and duly legalised by a notary public 
whereby the leader of the association is the foreign 
international consultants. 

A written pledge of commitment to the aforesaid shall be 
presented upon purchase of tender documents. 

6- Tender documents are available at the G.T.D., P.O. 
Box 1220, Tel.: 606757, Fax.: 606751 for a non- 
refundable fee of JD(50) per set, as of September 21. 
1996. 

7- The tenders shall be submitted in sealed envelopes as 
follows: 

a. The first envelope contains the technical proposal and 
bears the phrase Technical proposal,' clearly written. 

b. The second envelope contains the financial proposal 
and bears the phrase "Rnanctal proposal,* clearly written. 

c. The third envelope contains both the above mentioned 
envelopes.The tenderer shall write clearly on the env^ope 
his name and address and the tender name and number. 

d. The technical proposals shall first be opened and 
evaluated. The financial proposal of disqualified bidders 
shall be returned unopened to them. 

8- Tender documents can be purchased by: 

a. The International Consultant directly or by his 
representative with written authorisation. 

b. The Local Consultant as indicated in the invitation of 
the tender for and on behalf of the international 
consultant. 

9- A bid bond from the Foreign Consultant as per form B-3, 
of JD(1,000) shall be submitted along with the technical 
proposal. This bond should be issued by a bank working in 
Jordan. 

10- The international consultant shall comply with the law 
iof the Jordanian Engineers Association concerning 
registration. 

11- Local consultant is allowed to make association with 
max two international consultants. 

12- A sHe visit will commence from the Port corporation in 
Aqaba at 9:00 a.m. hours local time on 6th October, 1996. 

, The deadline for inquiries reqarding the tender shall be on 
8th October, 1996. 

13- The last date set for the purchase of tender 
documents is October 5th, 1996. 

, 14- Offers are to be submitted to the G.T.D. not later than 
1300 hours (local time) on Saturday 19. October, 1996. 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 

Eng. Naser Madadha 
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Economy 

Upward trend at AFM lures 
individual investors 


Jordan Tunes, Saturday, September 21, 1996 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The stock 
market maintained an 
upward trend last week^ 
with prices gaining under 
one per cent and trading 
shooting up by nearly 40 
per cent with individual 
investors taking keen inter- 
est, brokers said Friday. 

They said the recent flare- 
up in Iraq and U.S.-lraq 
tension did not leave a last- 
ing impact on the Jordanian 
monet^ scene, with most 
investors looking at the 
positive side of things unie- 
lated to Iraq. 

However, blue chips like 
Arab Bank, the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
and the Arab Potash Com- 
pany were the star perform- 
ers in the market last week. 
The Arab Bank closed at an 
all-time high of JD25I this 
year they noted. 

Government moves to 
boost confidence in the Jor- 
danian economy were one 
of the key factors behind 
investor enthusiasm in the 
market, brokers said. 

“Investors have detected 
a high level of seriousness 
on the part of the govern- 
ment to pursue sweeping 
reforms towards economic 
liberalisation and this has 


given a new impetus to 
business in the stock mar- 
ket,” said a broker, who 
cannot be identified by 
name under standing guide- 
lines. 

The weekly rqiort of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said turnover for the 
business week endi^ 
Thursday was JD9.6 mil- 
lion. about 38 per cent over 
the previous week's JD7.5 
million. 

The report said six mil- 
lion shares changed hands 
under 5,135 deals conclud- 
ed during the week, with 
daily average trading rising 
to JDl. 9 million from the 
previous week's JD1.5 mil- 
lion. 

The official .AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 
149.49 points, up 1.07 
points or 0.72 per cent, the 
report showed. 

Sectoral indices showed 
industrials gaining 1.82 per 
cent, services sector stocks 
0.32 per cent; insurance 
shares 0.04 per cent and 
commercial b anks and 
Hnoncial institutions 0.01 
per cenL 

Industrials accounted for 
JD4.08 million of the week- 
ly volume, followed by 
commercial ' banks and 
financial institutions with 


JD3.82 million services 
sector finns with 1.62 mil- 
lion and insurance compa- 
nies with JD6,000. 

Stocks of 96 firms were 
involved in the week’s 
business, with S3 compa- 
nies closing with gains. 3 1 
slipping and 12 remaining 
unchanged. 

Pearl Consulting, a pri- 
vate sector firm which 
maintains its own market 
indicators, said its general 
share price index closed 
with a gain of 0.69 per cenL 

Pearl's sectoral indices 
showed commercial banks 
and fmancial institutions 
gain 1.10 per cent, insur- 
ance 0.49 per cent and 
industrials 1.14 per cent 
while services sector shares 
slipped by 1 .35 per cent. 

In the banking sector, 
commercial banks slipped 
by 0.48 per cent, invest- 
ment banks gained 5.36 per 
cent, specialised banks 2.94 
per cent and Islamic banks 
one per cenL 

In the services sector, 
energy firms gained 0.32 
per cent, tourism compa- 
nies and hotels slipped by 
0.89 per cent, transport 
companies gained 1.38 per 
cenL investment and real 
estate fums lost 1.04 per 
cent and press and publica- 
tion companies dipped by 


5.45 per cent while compa- 
nies in the education sector 
and related areas gained 
0.96 per cent. 

Among industrials, min- 
ing firms gained 1.67 per 
cent and chemical and 
petroleum companies 2.94 
per cent Firms in the sup- 
ply and consumption sector 
gained 036 per cent, phar- 
maceuticals 0.67 per cent, 
engineering finns 0.4 per 
cent and textiles 0.41 per 
cenL Packing businesses 
slipped by 0.1 per cent. 

Brokers said government 
measures aimed at acceler- 
ated privatis^on of state 
entities and the commer- 
cialisation ahead of eventu- 
al privatisation of two 
monopolies in power gen- 
eration and telecommunica- 
tions had largely convinced 
investors that the executive 
authority was serious 
towards economic liberali- 
sation. 

Adding further enthusi- 
asm was an Israeli agree- 
ment to expand the scope of 
Jordanian exports to the 
Palestinian territories. 
Israel, in an April 1994 
agreement with the Pales- 
tinians, had limited the 
number and nature of prod- 
ucts that the West Bank and 
G^z^. Strip could import 
from Jord^. 


Industrial investment in Arab Gulf 
states reaches almost $63 billion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have 
pumped nearly S63 billion 
into industrial projects in a 
drive to diversify their 
economies and lessen 
reliance on volatile oil earn- 
ings. official figures have 
showed. 

Petnochemicals accounted 
for more than half the indus- 
trial investment in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), leceiving 
about $35.3 billion, the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial 
Consulting (GOIC) said. 

The investments, mostly 
during the 1980s. covered 
6.43 1 indusuiol units 


employing 473,000 people, 
the Doha-based GOIC said 
in a study. 

About half the projects'are 
based in Saudi Ar^ia, by 
far the largest GCC mem- 
ber, which controls more 
than a quaiW of the worid^s 
oil wealth. 

GCC states have launched 
an industrialisation cam- 
paign to diversify their 
souxces of income, which is 
still heavily dep^ident on 
oil exports. 

But the bulk of their 
industries are light products 
as they lack the know-how 
for heavy industries. They 
include mainly chemicals. 


clothes and textiles, build- 
ing materials, home appli- 
ances and food products. 

The huge industrial 
investments have pushed 
the sector’s cootributirm to 
tire gross domestic product 
to more than 12 per cent' 
from less than seven per- 
cenffffmiTl980s. Industri- 
al exports ^ also peak^ at 
around $15 billion in 1995 
from nearly $5 billion in 
early 1980s. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia with KuwaiL Q^, 
Bahrain, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates in an 
economic, defence and 
political alliance created in 


1981. It forms the largest oil 
bloc in history, possessing 
nearly 45 per cent of the 
global crude reserves and 
producing c»ie tifth of tiie 
world’s supplies. 


Jordan’s Investment Promotion 
Corporation plans new incentives 


— - ; ^ 


By Christina Scblegl 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — With the new 
Investment E^motion Law 
that came ^o effect last 
January ana that provides 
local and foreign investors 
with additional incentives 
and tax exemptions, panic- 
ulary in sectors of agricul- 
ture, hotels, hospitals, mar- 
itime transport and indus- 
t^. the Investment Promo- 
tion Corporation (IPO says 
it is moving ahead with 
plans for additional • attrac- 
tions. 

Focusing on the advan- 
tages of tte law Reem Bad- 
ran, assistant general man- 
ager of the Investment Pro- 
motion Corporation (IPO, 
told die Jordan Times that 
already, the import of 
machines, furniture and 
fixed assets have been 
excluded from custom's 
duties. 

But many business peo- 
ple, specially agencies and 
representatives of large for- 
eign companies, are still 
complaining alx)ut high 
import taxes which can go 
up to 30-35 pe'r cenL 

tax exemptions,” 
Mrs. Badran explained 
“are only valid for the sec- 
tors mentioned above. If 
other areas want to benefit 
from them as well they 
have to apply for a licence 
from the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade and show 
proof of eligibility." 

Id the Held of tax exemp- 
tions, the Kingdom has 
been divided into three dif- 
ferent regions A, B and C, 
according to die level of 
economic development. 

The percentage taken 
from income and social ser- 
vices taxes thereby depends 
on the location of the pro- 
jects. For example, exemp- 
tions applicable to the 


industrial sector would des- 
ignate the Marka district as 
M Gizeh as B and Karak 
would fall under C. 

These projects will 
receive what the IPC calls a 
“tax holiday” g^ted for 
10 years and will benefit 
the companies as follows: 
projects in region A will be . 
granted a 25 per cent reduc- 
tion from the 15 per cent 
income tax. B-projects have 
to pay 50 per cent less, and 
C-projects get 75 per cent 
off. 

Projects being planned in 
one of Animan’s industrial 
areas - Sahab or Medinat 
al-Hassan - receive another 
“holiday” for two addition- 
al years. 

The granting of exemp- 
tions is up to the Invest- 
ment Promotion Committee 
which decides whether the 
application complies with 
the law and related regula- 
tions. 

The committee consists 
of five people representing 
the following institutions: 
the IPC, the Chamber of 
Trade and Industry, the pri- 
vate sector, the Customs 
Department and the Income 
Tax DepartmenL 
On the foreign investors' 
side the law stipulates that 
whole ownerships and. any 
form of partnerships ate 
allowed even though expro- 
priation is prevented. 

“Sectors of strategic 
importance for the coun- 
try,” Mrs. Badran said. “ are 
exceptions. Foreign 

investors cannot own more 
than 50 per cent." 

This refers to land and air 
transDoit. con.struction and 


connecting, commerce and 
commercial services, bank- 
ing and insurance, telecom- 
munications, agricultural 
produce production and 
investments in the Amman 
Financial Market. 

The minimum amount of 
non-Jordanian investment 

in any project is JD100,000 

whereas the Amman Finan- 
cial Market is an exception 
with the necessary amount 
ofJDI.OOO. 

Apart from these advan- 
tages stipulated in the law, 
the IPC in cooperation with 
the Customs Department 
introduced new regulations 
to facilitate business trans- 
actions. 

“Last week the Customs 
Department implemented a 
new system to ease customs 
clearance of imported 
goods." Mrs. Badran 
explained. Procedures such 
as the green and red lane 
system at airports, where 
arriving passengers state 
whether they have articles 
to declare, have were 
implemented months ago. 

Accor ding to Mrs. Bad- 
ran, another improvement 
which is scheduled to come 
into effect next year is a 
cooperation between the 
local Customs Department 
and an as yet unnamed for- 
eign company which will 
ch^k go^s imported to 
the Kingdom. 

The necessary custom's 
declaration papers will be 
issued in advance by the 
company and thu.s there 
will be no time-wasted in 
checking goods upon 
arrival. 

Following an increased 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


THE Daily Crossword by Philip J. Anderson 


across 

1 Close-mouthed 
one 

5 Northern 
highway 

10 Olympic 

swimmer Biondt 

14 Home for a 
queen? 

1 5 Consume slowly 

16 To — (perfectly) 

17 Arabian chieftain 

18 Gutlae 

19 Wad 

20 Batting 
champion of the 
70s 

22 Three-bagger 

24 Inspected 

25 Baldwin of film 

26 Rue 

29 Most saucy 

33 Hockey great 

34 Corner 

36 Jai — 

37 — shark 

39 Tiny amounts 

41 Deceive into 
trustfulness 

42 McClurg of TV 

43 Flying prefix 

44 Famous John? 

45 Washington 
team, once 

48 Chum 

51 Cincinnati team 

52 The Man" 

53 Abased 

56 Home run 

champion of old 

60 Mata — 

61 — toast 

63 Dairy case item 

64 Woeful word 

65 Coral island 

66 Davis and Jillian 

67 Ball attendees, 
for short 

68 Prize name 

69 See regularly 

DOWN 

1 "Moonstnjck” 
award winner 

2 Long car, for 
short 

3 Eager 



0 1 896 Trtbune Media Services, irw. 
An righte reserved. 

4 Textile dealer, in 
England 

5 Name in car 
racing 

6 Enticed 

7 Brag 
6 Snake 
9 Snuggle 

10 PHcherJuan of 
the Giants, once 

11 Over 

12 Famous archer 

13 Far pref. 

21 Voice vote 
23 Legal matter 

25 Toward the 
stem 

26 Functions 

27 Eat away 

28 Cereal grasses 

29 Celebrations 

30 Get away from 

31 Drawing room 

32 Like some roofs 
35 Sounds from the 

stands 
38 Narrowly 

avoided collision 
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40 Diamond game 

46 NFL and PGA 
device 

47 — out (loner) 
’49 Charlotte — 

60 incursion 

52 Luxurious pelt 

53 Herring cousin 


54 Irwin of the PCaA 

55 Graceful horse 

56 Splotch 

57 Partner of 
radius 

58 Big top 

59 Stockings 

62 Ike's command 



'Biking before dinner curbs my 
appetite. Tm full from all the 
bugs I swallowed.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri AmoM and Mika ArgMon 


UnsctamblB these fbur Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
lour ordinary %vortts. 


RUCRY 
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CALAPE 
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CL0ANIN© AN 'IC-y 
WINP5HIBLP CAN 
HeUP IPO THI5. 


HOTSUP 


mmmm 

□ 

□ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answarhe^.-rr Y Y Y Y lupfr'Y Y 

^ 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: GOUGE SMACK ANYWAY HEARSE 
Answer Why the lormer all-star made a good 
conductor — HE KNEW THE SCORE 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 




demand for business pan. 
ners in the field of finag^ 
or know-how, the IPc 
receniiy set up a match- 
making division. 

This division is dedicated 
to assisting local and for- 
eign investcM'S in locatiag 
compatible partners for 
their projects. The ITC cir- 
culated a profile form to 
local companies which is 
designed to measure a 
firm's rate of adaptability 
with another. 

Id order to deal with com- 
panies' problems, the IPC 
also opened a complaint 
division. which has, 
according to Mrs. Badraa, 
plenty of work and tries to 
assist the rums wherever^ 
possible. * 

The IPC's future plans 
also include the establish- 
ment of a one-step-sbop. 

This concept aims at 
investors (bo± local and 
foreign), to streamline the 
paper work involved in 
opening a new business. 

The organisation will 
contact all the necessary 
institutions, talk to min- 
istries and arrange the red 
tape for them. 

(Coatunied on page 9) 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SAT- 

ITRDAY SEPTEMBER 
21, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Asiwloser, Carroll Righier 
Foundation 

ARIES: < March 2 1 to April 
19) Handle the small condi- 
tions at home so that all is 
improved quickly. Listen to 
suggestions of loved ones 
which con be helpful to you. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
2 1 ) Handle the errands and 
communicotions with others 
which are important to you 
today. This evening, enjoy a 
ftne compaiuon. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
2 1 ) Go after collections and 
pay bills to the best of your 
ability at this time and find 
yourself in a better position 
for prosperity. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Study 
your reflection in the mirror 
today and think about how 
to improve your appearance 
to be successful. Have fun 
this evem'ng with loved 
ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get busy at private 
affairs today and they are 
soon behind you. Make the 
evening a very dramatic 
one. Drive with care while 
on the highway. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a 
good day today to buy the 
articles you need, but be 
sure to get them at the right 
places. A person of experi- 
ence can be of help. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Complete some 
career activities and be out 
in the public early ia the 
daytime today. This is a 
good day to ask favours of 
bigwigs at this time. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 2 1 ) This Is a fine 
day today to get into all 
kinds of periodicals which 
will give you the Hata you 
need. You can find the arti- 
cles you w ant the most. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Study the promises you 
have made today and gel 
busy keeping them scrupu- 
lously. Make sure you drive 
carefully while on the high- 
way. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) A fellow 
associate could handle a sit- 
uation in a business like 
way at this time and make 
things much better for days 
ahead. 

AQU.ARTUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Get inw 
those dudes which can 
make your surroundings ia 
top-top condition at this 
time and be most efficient 
about them. 

PISCES; (February 20 lb 
March 20) Early arrange 
recreations with good 
friends and make this 
happy time. Be more sure o: 
yourself and get far better 
results. 
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Birthstone of SeptembeR 
Sapphire — Lapis LazolL 


• 

i.'fl'".'., ■ 

* i.’, 

V' 

V T. 
■ 

,'!‘6 r 

IP".,-!.'. : 



















Ptemberv 


- September 21, 1996 



»HE UST 
3 wms 

■ICH iSr 


eOWJUlY OAME 


244.000 

4.4&0 

3.DS0 

1.010 

S.tAO 

<.999 

2. T5C 
.«30 

3. BOO ‘ 
1.130 
3.300 
2.440 

.240 

1.309 


311. 3S0 
4.440 

- 3.eeo 

.040 

2.U0 

4.300 

3.420 

.900 

3.4M 

1.«10 

3.450 

2.2S0 

.300 

1.070 


UDtO IMUM BMIB 
BKffK OK JOftQU 
HJD.eAST 3W.&R. 
imOSXBEAL 98V. BE. 
I3S jlCUSQiQ 8X. 
JDR.KWOkU 8ANX 
Ja.SCL? BARK 

JQR.isuuac aAvx 

ouzos BS.BIT.SI7. 
JOR . IHV . PZS . BMIS 

B3Er.Ab-lUL [BBITOl 

AJOM SBB3C XStf. 

9 VTUABL . snr . BS . 


S B C T e s 


2. 904 JOkOM XHSOHkBCS 
3.564 MXt*i.'L.e BUST USES. 

3 >479 <aUitUc._ »P»a SIBDR. 
4.300 JBBOSMhSII smnt. 

3.150 JI^.TRESCS nsm. 
2.200 KKT USD ZBSTOe. 
3.100 SnSL.KBLSt ZMSnt. 


) OCMt.EZSCTiUC PVR. 

I JOR.HOXBI. TOQRISN 
I ZRB3D BSeaBECJTT 
' 3au Z9l3S..Se9<Bt.S 
' SHZFPZSG USES 
' MXIE. Pd t TPO a .10 
' RZSL BSn.TB UfV. 

jovaos DiBi.nukD. 

AZJIA*3 
RD-DOSTOUR 
MUB 3B1Z.. rHV.BMIC. 
MBM SDDCAXIOH ' 
DtfZPZBB OD. 

DBTOn UkHO D8T. 


SCRTICBB 


S B C V O R 


30.500 JM.XOBAOOO « CIS. 
3.410 3.210 3BR. CBI07 nCT. 

3.100 3.750 aaR.POOfiPRXSR USSS 

3.500 5.200 ARU PDXR9S CO. 

9.350 9.250 JOR. PSTStOb.RinW(X 

1.200 7.150 3QRIMS TAMinia 

1.470 3.150 mous SnUSTBIXP 

3.340 1.450 ZMSOSXRXAL eeiai.Aat, 

7. ISC 7.050 JCR.WORSm KIZ2iS 

3.0M 3.000 JU«S ?BUUI. NMIP. 

5.150 5.920 JOR.eERAHIC ZW. 

2.150 2.050 JOOSAB SASUT 

1.720 1.720 JQR.PZEES K&S7CZ. 

3»410 3.35D JOR.PAPER CJUOBD. 

3.930 2.e«0 eBBRAL 8tS3B6 

1.440 1.400 RUIA atOUSTRIES 

4.050 4.500 BAX 3UUIBR BT.1S7, 

3.540 3.420 RRJS SWK.ISO, 

•710 ,4*0 BTvasaoc s 5 MOEtm 

1.2*0 1.340 MU8 PAPEB CMA.XRO. 

1-530 1.350 t&nxaUD STRft. UB. 

•lie .470 K&3XOKAZ. XKDS. 

1.380 1.444 iaTERKBD,PEaM>.CaEH. 

•929 .87* ooR. BoancaL sn>s. 

3.450 2.380 aitnr.CReH.lMDS. 

5.2SO 4.330 30R.H00O SaDS.JWXCO 

3.90* 3.000 KXTt— C AHT.K WISB.SrSC 

.920 .880 JosL. soLnaxaot 

1.50O li 390 ARAB PHKRN.CaBM. 

3.030 1.330 KJUnEECR ZSVBSS. 

3.9W l.sao carTiT. mou.xhds. 

1.030 3.340 3eK.niiDe.]tBsooitcEs 

1.930 .050 JOS. MBS CABU DO. 

2.000 1.020 BL -BBX BBXDX MSA8 

1.180 X.130 SI&. TOOIIWO 

1.190 3,140 OSIOH C8. 1 VRS. 


XSDOSTB tAL 


AMMJW33 FZKAX3C ZJAX* MAJUKBX 
MOOSWC BiUa CEBXER AMUB - SHNBISJUII 
nXEPBOBBi M7171 / SOT179 

OROUIleED HAJtiaT BRADW6 MTIV17V FOR MS PXUOO ( 14/09/1*94- > ie/C9.'l9»<) 
MZSRLT REPORT 





a ■ m 


A review of news from the Arabic press 
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(Continued from pageS) 

■’For the time being we 
are lacking the technology 
needed for such a project. 
But we are working on it," 
Mrs. Badran seated. 

Another project ±e asso- 
ciation concentrates on is 
the expansion of incentives 
given to investors to cover 
more sectors. 

This will mainly focus on 
the field of technical train- 


ing and on television and 
video productions, Mr.s. 
Badran said. 

The IPC intends to 
impose a minimum invest- 
ment on such projects. The 
organisation did not decide 
on any figures yet. but a 
Fopgb estimation, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Badran, aims at 
JDIO million for the media 
and between JD3.S and ^ 
million for training-pro- 
grammes like nursery 


schools. 

Asked about the largest 
foreign investors on the 
Jordanian market, Mrs. 
Badran stated that business- 
es fiom Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
are the major investors. 

Last year, the organisa- 
tion's work was de\'oted 80 
per cent to local investors 
and 20 per cent to foreign 
investors. 
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Major Currenclcf & Cross Ratos 


Prices as at 20/09/96 19:41 


Current CSi) DEM GBP ■ CHE .IPV CAD tU, 



Mief-East Currencies 



,GBP, 

CMr 


0.17149 

0.3305 

29.3427 

0.17516 

0.33758 

29.9697 

2.14546 

4.13S6S 
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3.28731 

291.886 

1.3774 
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Metal Prices 


Currcrtci' Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Metal ■■■■Bid Period .-1- .3 - _ . -9 

iC'n.cy. ..Month . .Months. 


Gold (ox's) 




5.62 

5.81 

■ ^0 
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I. .... .... . . . 
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Bariev (S/bsh) 
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DAJANI 

%|lr JEWELLERS 


Gems of the worid . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shop^' 
6th circle, Amman . 


MI 
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■<ir: 


5, '6Upf 

>or 
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S;- facil.' 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


WE SEND 
FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Inteiflora Membership ) 
• Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers! 


Um Uthaioah 
Madina M. Street 

Tclefu ; ( 811395 ) 


Advertfsement 





u*."lsS&sw -•••-•.•.v. . . 



wf 


SrUMOILUG 

Piofenonal Qualhyl ia 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yonr>cokmr fOiD at 
OUT shop and get:- 


jummo jiboc* 

• M% iBffMr 


Mx JOoM 


ShmeimUmjOpp. Griotflayi 
Bnk. Phooe:' (M042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 




AUTOBESTAL, 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 

'T'nrnin-^ lln' rij’Ju U: ■.rrvr \rni, 
I '.r.rh niid n cn' 

Call 858874 / 5 




k FOR 

Xrent 

L \ FLATS 
% \yiLLAS 

N \ 

I X 

e SERVICEsX 




-BiBI .V y 

BOUTIQUE 

The best of «.y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

T^l: 856-98B 

Neid to Amra' i^tet 




Happii Daifs ^ 

FttitMevie 
Sou^ & ScUacU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 AJU 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Unun Utlx&iiia 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 



OfRces tbr raiit in 
Areas 120, 

Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after Inspection 


Vl^di Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


FOR 
REINT 

Deluxe Villas 
^ JC , 

,'\nnan.rricms 
'I in .AfTiman ■ 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 








•Rflull 

53Hf' «'r 




Rnancla^Ojstlict 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 



Olvmpm 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL. 4DDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES A FAMILIES 
S/jVC£'/P£f 



- ABDOUN - 

ITEL. 810150, FAXS27113I 




For. Roc. 3129y7 - 814116 
Moccij il. Daoud Center 
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HiV-positive boxer 
wants to fight again 


01 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 21, 1996 


Tulsa (AFF) — Former heavyweight 
contender Tommy Morrison, who retired 
eight months ago after testing postitive for 
die AIDS virus, confirmed Wednesday he 
plans to return to the ring. 

‘ Morrison does not have a date, a site or an 
opponent for his proposed return, which he 
said will be a tenefit for children with 
AIDS and HIV. 

' The 27-year-old fighter predicted shortly 
after his retirement that his HIV infection 
srauld disappear and that be would be back 
m the ring. 

He later said those remarks had been mis- 
imderstood. and that he would not return to 
die ring until a cure for HTV had been 
found. 

' Morrison (45-3-1 ) still has to be licensed. 
He was suspended by Nevada State boxing 
authorities in February after testing positive 
for HIV. 

Nevada is one of about 20 states that 
Kquire righters to test negative for HIV to 
obtain a licence. 


Marc Ramer. bead of the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission, boxing's governing 
body in the state, said he expected other 
suues with commissions — including New 
Jersey and New York — to honor the 
Nevada suspension. 

A handful of other states, however, do not 
have boxing regulators and might allow 
Morrison to Morrison might also be 
able to challenge his suspension in court. 

There are no documented cases of HTV 
being transmitted in a boxing ring, but rat- 
ner said he thought the ban on HlV-posidve 
fighters was a reasonable precaution. 

Morrison, whose appearance with 
Sylvester Stallone in the movie Rocky V 
brought him as much notice as his real-life 
exploits in the ring, has not disappeared 
from the boxing scene during his retire- 
ment 

He woiiced as a ringside host for the pay- 
per-view telecast of the Mike Tyson-Frank 
Bruno fight in Las Vegas. 


SPORTS IN 
BRIEF 


3 charged with bribe attempt 

SINGAPORE (R) — Three men were on Friday charged 
witii offering a Philippines soccer player a bribe during 
tile 10-Nation Tiger Cup tournament in Singapore earlier 
this month. Malaysian businessmen Kandasamy 
Karuppanb and Yam Phung Fei and Singaporean person- 
nel manager Chong Thin Hoong were charged with offer- 
jing defender Saluria Beameza Judy $S0.(X)0 on 
September 6. a spokesman for the corrupt practices inves- 
tigation bureau said. The three were alleged to have 
sought a 7-0 win for Singapore. The match ended 3-0. 
The spokesman said the charge referred only to the offer 
of money and did not say whether it was accepted. The 
three had been granted bail and their passports impound- 
ltd, the spokesman said. Last year. Singapore and 
Malaysia were both rocked by soccer bribery scandals. In 
{Singapore, a former international player and a club man- 
ager were jailed for offering a goalkeeper bribes totalling 
pearly $1C^,000. 

Cruyff loses first case 

BARCELONA (R) — Johan Cruyff lost the first case he 
brought against Barcelona on Thursday but is set to appeal 
in what promises to be a lengthy legal battle between the 
coach and his former employers. Cruyff, whose eight 
years at the club ended on May 18, had claimed nearly 
KX) million pesetas ($789,(X)0) for unfair dismissal. 
Announcing the decision to appeal. lawyer Coruad Recba 
stud the verdict was not sdl bad because it recogtused that 
Barcelona had renewed Cruyff's contract until 1997. The 
Dutchman will nevertheless receive more than 30 million 
pesetas ($236,000) because the club failed to give him 
three months* notice. On Wednesday. Cruyff brought fur- 
ther action to recover seven million pesetas ($S5.(XX)') in 
what he claims are unpaid wages and bonuses. 


Indurain abandons Tour 

LAGOS DE COVADONGA, Spain (R) — Miguel 
Indurain retired from the tour of Spain 30 km from the end 
of Friday's 13th stage after struggling to keep in touch 
with the pock in a tough mountmn section. The five times 
Tour de France winner, who started the section in third 
place overall after being left behind by leader Alex Zulle 
in Thursday's mountain finish, had slowed to talk to the 
Banesto team doctor on several occasions. 

Boardman favourite for GP 

LAC DE MADINE, France (AFP) — Time-trial special- 
ist 

Chris Boardman starts favourite in Saturday's Nations 
Grand Prix here — a race he has never won. Britain's 
Boardman. who broke the world hour record two weeks 
ago with 56.375km. is hoping to continue his unblem- 
ished .season till the world time-trial championship in 
Lugano, Switzerland in October. Boardman has alrudy 
won the Eddy-Merckx-Grand Prix and the telekom Grand 
Prix. but the Nations GP is the most famous and more 
prestigious event. His main opposition will come from 
Tour de France winner BJarne Riis of Denmark, 
Belgium's Johan Museeuw. Francis Moreau of France and 
world road race champion Abraham Olono of Spain. 

Judson takes title 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — England’s 25-year-old Peter 
Judson scored a thrilling tenth-round knock-out victory 
over Welshman Dean Phillips to win the International 
Boxing Federation's (IBF's) inter-continental super-feath- 
erweight title here on Thursday. 


Po wins 
in Nichirei 
tournament 


TOKYO (Rj— Kimberiy 
Po of the U.S. upset sixth 
seeded hometown 

favourite Ai Sugiyama 6-2 
,6-7, 6-4 Thursday to 
become the only unseeded 
player to reach the quarter- 
finals of the Nichirei 
International women's ten- 
nis toumamenL 

Po will now face defend- 
ing champion and fourth- 
seed Mary Pierce of France 
who struggled before beat- 
ing unseeded Park Sung- 
Hee of South Korea 7-5 ^ 
2 . 

“I think (Sugiyama) plays 
sipular to how I play, so I 
was kind of covering' what 
I would hit; and I happen^ 
to be right most of the 
time." said Po. who beat 
Kimiko Date of Japan in 
the Erst round of the U.S. 
Open. 

Second-seeded Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, the 1994 
champion, advanced when 
she b^t Italy's Rita Grande 
6-2, 6-2 and will face 
eighth-seeded Wang Shi- 
ting of Taiwan who won 6- 
1. 7-5 against Germany's 
Andrea Glass. 


Dalglish retains flair 
for understatement 


LONDON (R) — Kenny Dalglish, master of the monosyl- 
lable, has lost none of his flw for understatemenL 

Now officially resting after resigning his job as directs 
of football at Premier League Blackburn, the former Celtic, 
Liverp(X)l and Scotland striker launched his autobiograph 
in a blur of interviews and book signings on Thursday. 

In a burst of hitiierto unsuspected lyricism. "Dalglish my 
autobiography" begins: "My adult life has simply been a 
time of trying to fiiirill childhood dreams." 

But in the flesh D^glish remains harold pinter lafo^ than 
Oscar Wilde. 

Asked how he has succeeded in fulfilling his dreams. 
Dalglish examines the question from all anjges, seeking 
hid^ traps in a manner familiar to frustrated reporters 
who over the years have tried to extract post-match quotes. 

"Not bad, not bad.'’ he concedes finally. 

At 45. Dalglish looks no different from the slight, spare 
figure who played with such distinction for Celtic and 
Liverpool before embarking on an equally memorable 
career in management with Liverpool and Blackburn. 

Yet a vein of insecurity runs through a book which on the 
surface is a chronicle of continuous success interrupted 
only by the disasters of Heysel and Hillsborough. 

“I have never been a confident person," DdgUsh con- 
fesses after he was unexpectedly named as Celtic captain. 
"Becoming captain of the most successful team in Scotland 
didn't make me more confidenL" 

And despite his determination to follow in the path of 
most ambitious Scots and try his luck south of the border, 
Dalglish never considered travelling abroad. 

"I never fancied going abroad simply because I was 
affmd," he says. *T was worried that 1 mi^t be in the dress- 
ing room and hear team mates joking and think they were 
laughing sdx)ut me because I had had a bad game. That 
would have destroyed me." 

Again he returns to the theme when describing his years 
at Liverpool In the 1980s, an era when the Merseyside team 
ruled Europe. 

"If had had more self confidence. I would have been a 
better player and maybe a better mans^r as well. 
Confidence, or rather the lack of it, was still an Issue even 
when 1 felt well established at Liverpool." 

At the height of his success as manager of both Liverpool 
and Blackburn, dalglish walked away from the job, fuelling 
the media image of an enigmatic loner. 

A hint of the pressures on the taciturn Scot as both play- 
er and manager comes eaiiy in the book. 

“Ever^xxJy has a brealdng point," he writes. "It's a 
relentless pressurised cycle. Every time I climbed a rung 
up the ladder, or tried to realise a target, it brought differ- 
ent stresses." 

Dalglish says the Hillsborough disaster of 1989, when 96 
Liverpool fans were crushed to death was the reason for his 
quitting Liverpool two years later. 

"1 was under pressure, 1 realised bow much just before I 
left Liverpool. I had become unpleasant company at home. 
I was shouting at the kids." 

, Palish took Liverpool to the .League wd Cup double in 
19^-86 iii his Erst se^on as player^mainager. 

His success with Blackburn was even more astonishing, 
taking the club from the second division to the new 
Premier League then to the league title In 1994-95. 

Again be stepped down from the manager's job, this time 
to take the undefined role of director of football which 
came to an abrupt halt when he was sacked last month. 

In an age of increasing insecurity for football managers 
who now rent rather than buy houses when they go to new 
clubs. Dalglish is certain to receive fresh job offers. 

'i still enjoy going to matches," he said at the book 
launch. “But 1 don't miss football that badly. I am not in a 
desperate burry to get back into football. 

"I am perfectly relaxed about whether I get a job. I want 
to be Involved in football but whether it is in management 
or something else, who knows? I have not got an adver- 
tisement out for a job." 


World Mountain Bike Championship 

Europeans claim gold medals 
in cross-country finals 

CAIRNS. AUSTRALIA (AFP) — European riders dominated the cross-country 
finals at the World Mountain Bike Championship here Friday with Italy, Spain and 
Sweden taking gold in trying tropical conditions. 

Italian Dario Acquaroli captured the men's senior under 23 event over a 49 kilome- 
tre course. 

Acquaroli won in two hours 1 6 minutes 20.4 seconds and was 2min 43.6sec clear of 
France's Atlanta Olympic games bronze medallist Miguel Martinez with Australian 
Olympian Cadel Evans a further six seconds back in third position. 

Martinez held the early lead but was overtaken by Acquaroli with one and a half laps 
remaining. 

The Frenchman just staved off Evans. With 400 metres left Martinez led the 
Australian by 100m. but at the finish line the gap was down to 10 metres with Evans 
gaining with each pedal stroke. 

Spaniard Jose Antonio Hermida Ramos took out the 39.6km men’s junior cross 

country in a thrilling joust with Frenchman Michael Reynaud. 

Ramos, who clocked Ihr 54 min 31.2secs, was just over eight seconds ahead of 
Reynaud with Norway's Haakon Austad taking bronze one minute 58.3 seconds 
behind Ramos. 

The women's Junior event over 20.Skm went to Sweden's Helena jEriksson in 1 hour 
14 minutes 15.6 seconds. 

Eriksson was 2min 13 seconds ahead of compatriot Emelie Obrstig with Swiss 

Sonja Morf third. 

The junior and senior downhill Enals are scheduled for Saturday. 

A late storm Friday ensured that the 2.4km courae would be muddy. 



Montreal Expos' Rondell White trips up the .Atlanta Braves shortstop. Chipper Jones, 
to break up a double play on a baU bit by teammate David Segui in the sixth inning 
at Atlanta. Montreal won 5-1 (Keuters photo) 

Yankees crush Orioles in opener 


s 


NEW YORK (AP) ■— 
Kenny Rogers jntched 5 
2/3 shutout innings and 
Wade Boggs went 4-for-4 
Thursday as the Yankees 
opened a Eve-game lead 
over Baltimore with an 9-3 
win over the Orioles in the 
opener of a" TWT-ni|ht 
doublebeader. 

New York chased Mike 
Mussina (19-11) in two 
innings for its flf^ straight 
win against Baltimore. 
The Ya:^ees are 10-2 this 
season against the second- 
place Orioles. 

Baltimore, which had 
made up nine games in the 
standings since late July, 
came to New York down 
three games and with 
designs on catching the 
Yankees. 

In the second gome. 
David Wells started 
against New York's David 
Cone. 

Tim Raines homered and 
Mariano Duncan drove in 
three runs for the Yankees, 
who have won eight of 
nine. 

Mariners 7. Rangers 6 in 
Seattle, the Mariners beat 
the Texas Rangers, com- 
pleting a stunning four- 
game sweep that put them 
right back in the Al West 
race. 

Seattle, nine games 
behind on sept. II. pulled 
within two games of the 
reeling Rangers. Ken 
Griffey Jr. and Dan Wilson 
drove in three runs each, 
and suddenly a second 
straight division title 
seems possible for the 
Mariners. 

Last year, the Mariners 
overcame a 1 2-game 
dericit on Aug. 20 and beat 
California in a one-game 
playoff. This year’s come- 
back has been even more 
shocking, with Seattle 
gaining seven games in 
the standings in eight 
days. 

While the Mariners have 
won eight straight the 
Rangers have lost eight of 
nine" including Eve 
straight in the Kingdome. 

ImEans 9. Roy^s 1 in 
Geveland. Chad Ogea 
allowed three hits in ei^t 


innings as the Cleveland 
Indians beat the Kansas 
City Royals. 

Ogea (9-5), a possible 
third or spot starter in the 
playoffs, lost his shutout 
bid in the eighth when 
Craig Paquette nit his 21st 
• home*' -run. Before .flhe 
homer, Ogea had retired 
10 straight and hadn't 
allowed a hit since Jon 
Nunnally's double in the 
second. 

Oea outduelled Kevin 
Appier (13-11). who had a 
three-hitter through seven 
innings but got into trou- 
ble in the eighth when the 
Indians added seven runs 
in a rally keyed by Omar 
Vizquel's three-run double 
off reliever Jason Jacome. 

Red Sox 8. Tigers 3 in 
Detroit. Bill Haselman 
homered as the Boston 
Red Sox beat the Tigers S- 
3 Thursday and kept their 
slim wild-card hopes 
alive. 

Jeff Frye had three RBIs 
for Boston, which began 
the day 4 1/2 games 
behind Baltimore, the AL 
wild-card leader. The Red 
Sox have won four 
straight and six of seven, 
while Detroit lost its 12th 
straight. 

Tom Gordon < 1 1-9). who 
had lost his previous three 
starts, gave up three runs 
and nine hits in seven 
innings witli six strikeouts. 

The Red Sox have 
scored at least seven runs 
in each of Gordon's wins. 


Dodgers rout Padres 

Eric Karros' two-run 
homer helped limit 
Fernando VaJenzuela to 
just 1 2-3 innings and 
Ramon Martinez was mas- 
terful as the Los Angeles 
Dodgers beat the "San 
Diego Padres 7-0 

Thursday in the opener 
of a four-game series to 
lake a 1 1/2-game lead in 
the NL West.*” 

Mike Piazza added a 
first-inning sacrifice fly 
and his 35th homer, a two- 
run drive in the ninth off 
Dustin Herman.son, 


JC N 


The Dodgers jumped on 
Valenzuela (13-S) so fast 
that they quashed the 
expected playoff-like 
atmosphere for the crowd 
of 41.287. The teams play 
seven times in 11 days. 

. closing the season with a 
'three-gomie.Mt at Dodger 
stadium. 

While Valenzuela lost 
for the first time since July 
14. Martinez (14-6) won 
his sixth straight decision. 

Martinez, who lost his pre- 
vious two starts against 
San Diego this year, struck 
out a season-high 12 and * V.* 

held San Diego to six hits 
•in his his second shutout S i : 
of the season. He walked 
one. 

In Pittsburgh, pinch-hit- 
ter Nelson Liriano had a 
tie-breaking single in the 
sixth inning and the 
Pirates beat the Cincinnati 
Reds, stretching their win- 
ning streak to eight games. 

The ihree-game sweep ' 

of the Reds gave the * 

Pirates their longest streak '• 
since on II -game streak . 

from July 30-Aug. 10. 

1992. 

With one out In the sixth. 

Jay Bell. Keith Osik and 
Liriano singled off Tim 
Pugh U-l j to break a 44 
lie. Jermaine Allensworth 
singled in another run for 
Pittsburgh. Chris Peters 
1 24) pitched 1 2-3 innings 
for the win. John Ericks 
pitched the ninth for his 
seventh save. 

In Philadelphia, Edgardo^ . >. 

Alfonzo hit two home runs 
and Rev Ordonez hit his 
■first Major League homer 
as the New Yoric Mets 
ended their four-game los- 
ing streak with a victory 
over the Phillies. 

Mark Clark (14-11) gave 
up one run and five hits 
while striking out five and 
issuing no walks in seven 
innings. 

Losing pitcher Rich 
Hunter (3-7) gave up six 
runs and seven hits in fivo* 
plus innings. 
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Nadia Jundi ... in 

ASSASSINATION 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


V.'.X 






CONCORD 
Arnold Schwaneneggar 
& Vanessa Williams „.ln 

ERASER 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "2" 
Sylvester Stallone ... in 
ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


: fimihpBO Ttiratre & C^ema^ 

TEL; 618274 -61 8275 ■ yi 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 







presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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U.S. top seed Monica Seles signs autographs for Japanese fans after her quarter- 
nnal match against Japan's Naoko Sawaniatsu at the Nichirei ladies tennis cham- 
pionships m Tokyo. Seles defeated Sawamatsu 6-1 6-4 (Iteuters photo) 


Schumacher’s hrother 
signs for Jordan 


ESTORIL (AFP) — RaJf Schumacher, the 
21 -year-old brother of German double 
world champion Michael Schumacher, will 
make bis Grand Prix debut next year with 
Jordan-Peugeoi, the team announced here 
Friday. 

Owner Eddie Jordan said Ralf had been 
signed to a three-year contract. Jordan gave 
Michael his Fonnula One break at the 
1 991 Belgian Grand Prix. only to have him 
snatched away by Benetton at the next race. 

“Ralf is a proven winner in Karts. Formu- 
la 3 and Formula 3(XI0.“ said Jordan. 

Schumacher said it was “a really big 
opportunity, really an extraordinary stroke 
of luck and a big chance for a young driver 
like me." 

A year ago, he Xaid, discussing his Ititiire 
with his brother, they could only see the 
possibility of racing touring cars. 

Asked if he felt he was ready for Formu- 
la One. Schumacher said: “You never know 
if you’re ready for FI. we'll see next year." 

He said he was not worried about his per- 
formance being compared with his brother 
“because he has been in FI for six years 
and is a double world champion." 

Jordan said he was panicularly impressed 


by Ralf’s F3 victories in Macau, Monaco, 
and the Marlboro Masters race at Zand- 
voorL and his performance in the tough 
Japanese F3000 series. 

Schumacher is currently leading that 
' series by nine points, with two races to go, 
and said his aim was still to win the title 
there. 

He has done several tests with the 
McLaren Mercedes team, and Michael said 
that “Ralf has indeed surprised me with the 
result of his tests — not only the lap times 
he showed, but also by his professional 
approach. I think that Jordan-^ugeot will 
be an ideal team for him." 

He wUJ start testing with Jordan in two 
weeks at Estoril, and Jordan said be would 
subsequently test at as many Formula One 
tracks as possible' before the 1997 season 
starts. 

Jordan said he was “sdll talking to every- 
body" about who will be his team's second 
driver alongside Schumacher. 

Damon Hill, fired by WiUiiuns. is widely 
tipped as a possibility, chough Jordan could 
...jrecaifl. either of his cunent, pairing. Rubens 
Barrichello or Martin Brundle. 


AC Milan anxious to 
overcome early setbacks 


ROME iR) — Newly-pro- 
moted Bologna's surge to 
second place in Italy’s Serie 
A will be tested thoroughly 
on Sunday when they face 
reigning champions AC 
Milan at home. 

Whatever the outcome a 
38.000 full house and a 
$1.1 million box-office are 
guaranteed. 

Milan are still smarting 
aiier successive league and 
European Cup defeats — a 
problem more mental than 
anything else, according to 
their Uruguayan coach 
Oscar Washlngion Tabarez. 

"It's a psychological 
question that involves 
eveiyone." he said. ” WTien 
we take the lead, that'.*; the 
moment to make the most 
of your psychological 
advantage. 

“Instead, against both 
Porto and Sampdoria. we 
didn't do enough to wrap 
up the game immediately." 

Milan captain Franco 
Barest and Schemer Rober- 


to Baggio are both injured 
but Montenegrin forward 
Dejan Savicevic returns 
after suspension and injury*. - 

Bologna, w'inners of their 
two games to date, e.xpect 
to field their strong strike 
force of Russian Igor Koly- 
vanov and Swede Kenner 
Andersson. Davide 

Fontolan and Giancarlo 
Marocchi add experiettce to 
midfield. 

Intemazionale. third and 
also with a six-point maxi- 
mum, face a selection 
dilemma for their home 
game against lowly Lazio 
on Saturday. 

With the return from 
injury of Dutch midfielder 
Aron Winter, Inter's Eng- 
lish coach Roy Hodgson 
can call on a complete 
squad and may be tempted 
to field seven non-Italians. 

.Argentine Javier Zaneiti 
and Frenchman Joceyin 
.Angioma in defence, Eng- 
land's Paul Ince, France's 
Youri Djorkaeff, Swiss 


Ciriaco Sforza along with 
winter in midfield and 
Chilean striker Ivan 
Zamorano are all expected 
to play. 

Despite Lazio's poor 
start, captain Giuseppe Sig- 
nori believes the side wUl 
perform well at the San 
Siro. 

Early pacesetters AS 
Roma have a difilcult home 
game against' Sampdoria 
but can assemble their 
strongest side. 

Juventus travel south to 
promoted Perugia, a side 
who have b^en ±em 
twice and held them to four 
draws in six home league 
games over the last 20 
years. 


7th Arabian Horse Festival 

Jordan wins Middle East 
Championship title in senior category 


By Mune'm Fakhoury 
aod Aleen Baonayan 

Special to the Jor^n 
Times 

AMMAN — The 7th 
Arabian Horse Festival 
came to an end Friday 
with Jordanian horse 
breeders taking advanced 
positions on the final day 
of the Kingdom's most 
prestigious annual eques- 
trian event. 

The four-day event 
which brought together 
over 140 entries from 
Kuwait , Qatar, Palestine, 
the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Saudi Arabia, 

U.S. and Jordan was 
cappred with the Middle 
H^t Championship. 

Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Bint A] 
Hussein, presented the 
winners with dieir prizes 
as Fanniya of Jordan’s AI 
Naqeeb stables beat 21 
entries to clinch the Mid- 
dle East championship in 
the senior female catego- 
ry followed by Shalmia- 
of the Royal Stables. 

Jordan's Kheir Stables 
dominated the senior 
male category, as Scud- 
sly won first place fol- 
lowed by Verinag in sec- 
ond place. 

■ In the junior female 
category Ansaia Marha, 
owned by Qatar's Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Al Thani 
won first place followed 
by The Vision of Ariely 
Ajabians. 

Mosalli .oC Ariely .Ai^-' 


bians won the Junior 
male category follow^ 
by Leif Al Naser of 
Qatar's Sheikh Nawwaf 
Ben Naser Al Thani. 

Jordan's biggest eques- 
trian event, celebrating 
its seventh year, this sea- 
son enjoyed sponsor- 
ship by Oracle, a leader 
in the world's informa- 
tion management soft- 
ware technology. 

"Twenty seven Jordan- 
ian horse breeders took 
part in the event repre- 
senting over 70 per cent 
of 140 entries. Partici- 
pating horses now quali- 
fy for international 
championships. 

The final event of the 
festival is the judges 
course which will held 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Judges for the horse 
festival are Brian Blake 
(Australia), Robbie Den 
Hartog (Holland), Ignacy 
Jaworowsky (Poland), 
Brigitta Foch (Sweden), 
Izzedine Sudrati (Moroc- 
co), and Peter Upton of 
the OJ.K). 


Results foom the horse 
show on Thursday and 
Friday. 


Class 8 (Mares bom in 
1992) 

First: Kamassayah — Al 
Shaqab Stud. 

Second: Kahramanah — 
Al Nakeeb Arabians 



HRH Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein receives second-place prize as Shakara of the 
Royal Jordanian Stud took second place in the senior female Middle East Champi- 
onship (photo by Abdullah Ayyoub) { 


1989-1991) 

First: Elvira — Sheikh 
Nawwaf Ben Naser Al 
Thani 

Second: Favella — 

Royal Jordanian Stud 

Class 10 (Mares bom in 
1985-1988) 

First: Shakorab — Royal 
Jordanian Stud 
Second: Sabba Bint Ibn 


Arabians 


bora 





Faniya of Jordan's Al Naqeeb stables with her owner and trainers after beating 21 
entries to cUnch the Middle East championship in the senior female category 
(photo by Abdullah Ayyoub) 


Class 11 (Mares 
before 1985) 

First: A.K. Fanniya — AJ 
Naqeeb Arabians 
Second: Carazina — 

Said Kheir 

Class 12 (Stallions born 
1992) 

First: Ibn Shahid — 
Sheikh Nawwaf Ben 
Naser Al Thani 
Second: Kamar Al 

Zaman — RoyalJordan- 
ian Stud 

Class 13 ( Stallions 
bora in 1989-1991) 

First: Scudsly — Said 
Kheir 

Second: Imperial 

Mahzeer - Sheikh 
Nawwaf Ben Nasser Al 
Thani 

Class 14 (Stallions born 
1985-1988) 

Fu-st: Demagog — Royal 
Jordanian Stud 
Second; Golden Decimus 
— Royal Jordanian Stud 


Class 15 (Stallions 
before 1985) 

First: Verinag — Said 
Kheir 

Second: Seyhal — 

Mohammad Sa'duldin 

Classes 8-15 show 
Chammonship 
Senior Female 
Rrst: Kamasayyab — AI 
Shaqab Stud 


Second: A.K. Faniya — 
Al Naqeeb Arabians 

Senior Male i 

First: Scudsly — Sapd 
Kheir 

Second; Imperial 

Mahzeer — Sheild) 
Nawwaf Ben Naser Al 
Thani 

Class 16 Mare Prodi^ 
Groups 1 

First: Abj^ — Imran Svd 
Second: ' raiajada l|— 
Royal Jordanian Stud : 

Class 17 Sire Produce 
Groups 

First: Imperial Mahzeer 

— Sheikh Nawwaf Bpn 
Naser Al Thani 
Second: Golden Decintus 

— Royal Jordanian Stud 


Senior non-registered 
Arabians (over 3 years) 
Jilfeb n — Faisal A\ 
Fayez 

Junior uou-registerM 
Arabians (3 years and 
under) 

Bashaar — Said Kheir 


Most Classic Head ^ 
Female 

The Vision H.G. j — 
Ariely Arabians 
Bint Ajibeh 

Male - 

Scudsly — Said Kheiri. 

.AJ Maymbun — Said 
Kheir 


Two Apartments For Rent 
In Shmeisani 

1 . A 2 be(Jrooms furnished apartment with it's { 
utilities. 

2. A 3 bedrooms furnished apartment with it's | 
utilities and telephone. 

For information please call 698546 


BOAT FOR SALE 


65 Horse power. 4 cylinder out Board Engine 
Trailer, cover, yellow & White, Nice & dean. 


TeU 619767 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

In Shmeissani. Two bedrooms, one sitting 
& dining rooms, kitchen & bathroom with 

own telephone. 

Please call 606656 from 

10 a.m. - 1:30 P-m- — 4 - 7 p.m. 


A Furnished Duplex Apartment 
For Rent 

A ground floor consists of 4 bedrooms (one master) . 3 
bathrooms. 2 salons, dining room, terrace overiookmg on 

L<S: A^a Al I 0334 T' 

Al Rahman Society. Tel. 815603, 604441 




Institute Cervantes 


COURSES 1996 - 1997 


^ Regular Courses ( all levels ) 

« Intensive Courses ( only for beginners ) 
^ Preparation for the D.ELE. Diploma 
* Special Courses 

Registration ; 22 . 09 . 96 

Courses begin : 29 . 09 . 96 

Information S 610858 


Super Furnished Villa For Rent 

4 bedrooms , 2 masters , 2 sofa saloi^ , large kitchen , 
guestroom . panoramic windows , 2 terraces , 4-car 
II garage , fully insulated , double glassed. , tei & central 
heating . Come & See Us - Tel ( 677026 ) 

as^' 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A LEADING INTEfVMTtONAL COMPANY tS 0V7S7E57ED fN 
RECRUmNG FOR ITS REGIONAL OFRCE BASED IN AMMAN . 
A JOfV)ANIAN MM£ CfllZBI FOR THE POSITION OF : 
P^ROCHEMICAL MARKETING 
APPLICANTS SHOULD HAVE 7?£/OLiOMWG QUMEICATIONS : 

1) HOLDERS OF a BACHB.OR DEGREE IN CHBIISTRY/ 
ENGINEERING OR SIMILAR SUBJECT. 

2) FLUENCY IN &IGUSH 

3) age RANGE 22-28. 

. AlLMBiESTEbPERSONSlCM^^ 


A Super Deluxe Apartment 
For Sale or Rent " 

Location; Swerfieh, main street first right after the traffic 
lights, opposite the church. Consists of 3 bedrooms , 3 
bathrooms, sitting room, salon, dining room, Americ’^ 
Oak kitchen and a veranda. Area with services 230 
sq.m., 3rd floor with elevator. The apartment is one of 
eight apartments in a new building on two streets 

Price: JD 60,000 ; 

Call owner at 821720 from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. i 
All week days. ? 


Sole Sale Sale Sale Sate Sale Sale:- 


JORDAN RIVER DESIGNS hi hokiihg 

A Special Sale 

on many products at JRD sho wroom 


SALES PERSONS NEEDED 

An Industrial Services Trading Co. is Jn need for 
sales persons to market stainless steel with the 
following: 

1) 5 years experience in local sales of stainless 
steel. 

2) Preferably with Metallurgical background. 

3) Fluent in English. 

4; Owns a private car. 

Interested applicants call 647227 


a YouWe always wanted a Jordan River Designs 
^ Quht, bag or a gfft item .... 


7 
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g Now is the ffme. So ^ab the opporturvtyll j 


Located at Jabal Arrniaa Rrst c^de 

From im - 29th September 1996 
Opening hours 9:00am - 7JX)prh 
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'EXERCISES' IN KUWAIT: A U.S. soldier of the Delta 1>9 second platoon of the first Cavalry Division puts on his gas 
mask during a platoon training attack with live ammunition in the Kuwaiti desert some 25 kilometres from the Iraqi 
border on Friday. About 3,500 U.S. soldiers were ordered to Kuwait to help deter what Washington described as pos- 
sible military attack from Iraq (Reuters photo) 


Cyanide proved to be cause of death 
of 2 children; police press inquiries 


By Rana Husseini 

Special ny ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police were 
over the weekend investi- 
gating how two children, 
round collapsed in their 
apartment 10 days ago. 
could have consumed 
cyanide, traces of which 
vJere found in their systems. 

Hanin Mozen Masri. nine, 
and her brother Hani. si.x, 
were found dead by their 
mother in their thiid-floor 
apartment in the Abu 
Oneizah Housing Complex 
in Shmeisani on S»L 11. 

Police said Thursday 
pathology te.sts at the police 
criminal laboratory' had 
determined that cyanide 
caused the children's death. 

‘The results of tests con- 
ducted on samples taken 
from the children's intes- 
tine. liver and blood indi- 
cate that they had consumed 
cyanide." police said. 


Police sources said tbe 
authorities were question- 
ing family members and rel- 
atives of the victims. 

Police last week ruled out 
the possibility of food poi- 
soning and said they could 
not find any traces of poiso- 
nous material at the chil- 
dren's home that might have 
led to their death. 

The two children were left 
alone by their parents, when 
their mother left home at 
6:45 a.m to drive her hus- 
band to work. 

The children were seen 
playing at their balcony at 
7.00 a.m. by neighbours. 
When Che mother nstumed 
at 7. 15 a.m.. she found them 
unconscious. 

She rushed them to a near- 
by hospital, but the^ were 
declared dead on arrival. 

A source at the National 
Institute of Forensic 
Medicine sold that it was 
the first registered cyanide 


poisoning in the Kingdom 
in the past 30 years. “It is 
very h^ for individuals to 
obtain this deadly sub- 
stance." the source said. 

Most cyanides cause res- 
piratory failure. Death may 
occur rapidly after swallow- 
ing as little as 300 mil- 
ligrammes of the salts or 
inhaling as little as 100 nul- 
Ugrammes of hydrogen 
cyanide. 

Symptoms include breath 
odour of bitter almonds, 
dizziness, convulsions, col- 
lapse, and often froth. 

Cyanide is most common- 
ly used as insecticides in 
making pigments, in metal- 
lurgy, and in gold and silver 
refming. 

It is also used in many 
chemicai processes, includ- 
ing fumigation, hardening 
of iron and steel, electro- 
plating and concentrating 
of ores. 


Netanyahu 
swears his 
ministers 
into secrecy 

TEL.AMV lAFPi — Prime 
Miniscer Bcnyamin 

Noumyahu made memt^rs of 
his inner security cabinet sign 
a secrecy pledge on Friday 
uHcr neus leaked out earlier 
this week of a furious cabinet 
rou over Israel's planned 
withdrawal from Hebron. 

A communique from the 
prime minister's office said 
the 1 1 members of the minis- 
terial committee on national 
security affairs had been 
asked to sign a declaration 
promising not to re\eal any 
details of di'ocussinns or deci- 
.sions taken by the panel. 

The statement said the 
move w.is taken following 
leaks to the press about u 
meeting of the inner cabinet 
on Wednesday at \shich .sev- 
eral mini.stcrs protested Mr. 
Netanyahu's handling of the 
Hebron i.ssue. According to 
the press repotts. several min- 
isters. including hardliners 
Ariel Sharon. Raphael Eiuin 
>ind Benny Begin, com- 
plained iingrily ih.'it Mr. 
Netanyahu w.is keeping them 
in the dark about hix plans for 
pulling Israeli troop.s from the 
West Bank city. Under the 
I995 imeriJn agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule. Israel's 
previous Labour government 
eommiiicd the Jewish state to 
handing mosi of Hebron over 
to the Palostiniun National 
.Authority (PN.A). 

Mr. Netanyahu has delayed 
the redeployment, .saying he 
wants to renegotiate details 
10 improve security for 
Jewish religious sites and 
some 4.S0 militant Israeli set- 
tlers living among the city's 
120.CI00 P^cstinian residents. 

But he has balked at provid- 
ing details of what changes he 
wants and several govern- 
mcni ministers oppose the 
pullback outright. 


Israeli premier said 
fuming over Egypt 


TEL AVT\^ (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Beriyomin Netanyahu 
lashed out at Egypt in a meeting 
with U.S. Mideast envoy 
Dennis Ross this week, saying 
Cairo had “crossed every line" 
with threatening statements 
and military monoeuvies, 
Israeli press reports said Friday. 

During more than 90 minutes 
of talks with Mr. Ross on 
Thursday, the israeli leader 
reportedly fumed about 
Egyptian actions he considers 
incompatible from a country 
which has fonnally been at 
peace with the Jewish state 
since 1979. 

“.After 17 years at peace with 
us. Egypt is talking about mil- 
itary' manoeuvres in preparation 
for war against a neighbouring 
state ujHl of the military 
option." Nfr. Netanyahu was 
quoted us saying by the 
Hoaretz newspaper. 

"This is not a sign of peaceful 
relations." he s.'iid. 

"What is being said in Egypt 
has crossed all the lines." lie 
was quoted us saying. 

The Haoretz and the English- 
language Jerusalem Post quoted 
senior government ofTicials os 
.xaying Mr. Netanyahu was 
incensed both by statements 
t'n.>m Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and his top aides and 
by unprecedented military 
munocuvre.s launched on 
Tuesday. Egypt's defence min- 
ister said in interxiews with the 
Egyptian press this week that 
the w ar gomes w'ere the biggest 
siraiesic manoeuvres ever 
orguni.scd by the country and 
were called to prepare for war 
agaiasi a neighbouring country 
"possessing weapons of mass 
destruction’' — interpreted as a 
clear reference to Israel. 

The war games are baptised 
"Budr." the same name given to 
Egypt's .surprise 1973 offensive 
in conjunction with Syria 
against Israel. 

They reportedly involv’e nasy 
air force, infantry, artillery. 


parairoop and commando units 
and have included amphibious 
landing exercises simidating a 
cros.sing of the Suez Canal. 

Israeli military experts said 
this week the manoeuvres are 
viewed os pan of a region-wide 
effon to pressure Israel's right- 
wing government to resume 
the peace process begun the 
previous Labour administra- 
don. 

The Egy'pdan exercises co'm- 
cided with unexplained Syrian 
troop mov'ements which also 
created alarm in the Israeli army 
and population. 

The .sword-ranling ominously 
came, as in 1973. in the runup 
to the high Jewish holy day of 
^bm Kippur, which this year 
falls on Monday. 

According to the Israeli press 
repons. Vb Netanyahu was 
also very angry over threats 
from Mr. Mubarak to cancel or 
postpone a Middle East eco- 
nomic conference scheduled 
next month in Cairo if Israel did 
not soften its position on the 
peace process. 

He was also displeased with 
unicles in ihe Egyptian govem- 
ntem pres.s this week attacking 
him personally, including one 
piece which called him a ‘I'men- 
lolly deranged extremist.” 

The Jerusalem Post said that 
60 minutes of Mr. Netanyahu's 
90 minute meeting with Mr. 
Ross was taken up with the 
Israeli leaders complaints 
about Egypt 

Most of the Egyptian cabinet 
met on Thursday to prepare for 
the Middle E^ and North 
Africa iMEN.A) economic 
summit in Cairo in November, 
in a gesture publicised to show 
that Egypt sull has hope that the 
conference will take place. 

President Mubarak has linked 
the fate of the summit to 
progress towards Middle East 
peace, saving it will be irrele- 
vant if Israel does not do more 
to satisfy the Pale.stinians and 
the Syrian.^ in peace talks. 


Japan 
wants U.S. 
to consult 
allies 
on Iraq 
action 

WASHINGTON fAFP) 
— Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yukihido Ikeda 
asked U.S. leaders here 
Thursday to hold exten- 
sive consultations with 
their allies before taking 
action in Iraq, a Japanese 
spokesman said 
Mr. Ikeda held talks on 
defence cooperation with 
Defence Secretary 
William Perry and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher that were also 
attended by Hideo Usui, 
the director general of the 
Japanese Defence 

Agency. 

During the four-hour 
meeting. Mr. Perry 
thanked Japan for sup- 
porting the U.S. decision 
earlier this month to fire 
cruise imssiles at Iraqi 
targets to punish Baghdad 
for its military foray into 
Iraqi Kurdistan, Mr. 
Ikeda's press Secretary 
Hiroshi Hashimoto said. 

Mr. Ikeda responded by 
saying that "he under- 
stands the difficulties 
which the Clinton admin- 
istration faces (with 
Iraq)," Mr. Hashimoto 
said. 

"But he asked the 
American side to explain 
thoroughly the objectives 
of the actions in the future 
to the international com- 
munity. if the United 
States decides to take 
action against Saddam 
Hussein." Mr. Hashimoto 
added. 

Britain. Germany. 
Japan, Canada, Israel and 
Kuwait were the only 
countries to back the 
United States in its mJli- 
' tar>' strike against Iraq on 
Sept. 3 and 4. 

Key members of the 
intemational coalition 
that pushed back Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait in 
1991. including France. 
Russia. Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey, either criticised 
the move or refused to 
assist U.5- forces. 

Mr. Ikeda's request to 
the United States was the 
latest indication that the 
demise of the coalition 
partly resulted from 
Washington's failure to 
maintain close contact 
with its allies on Iraq. 

Mr. Perry told Japanese 
leaders during the talks 
that Iraq did not pose an 
imminent threat but he 
said the United States was 
carefully watching events 
and was determined to 
protect their pilots 
patrolling the no-fly 
zones over Iraq, the 
Japanese spokesman said. 


Settlers buying Arab 
homes in Jerusalem 



r.-- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Jewish groups 
aiming to "Judaise" E^t 
Jerusalem have bought nearly 
so Palestinian buildings in 
tbe sector and have begun 
moves to take possession of 
them, officials said on Friday. 

“The real estate season in 
East Jerusalem has begun," 
police chief .Aiye Amit said, 
quoted by the doily Jerusalem 
Post, after one such group, the 
Aterft Cohanim. tried to seize 
a )iousd in the heart of the 
Arab sector.. 

Aieret Cohanim warned 
that more such moves by set- 
tler groups could follow, say-' 
ing: “There are many other 
buildings that have b^n pur- 
chased or are in the process 
of being purchased.*' 

Wednesday night, aimed 
guards employed by Ateret 
Cohanim broke into and took 
possession of an Arab build- 
ing across the street from tbe 
U.S. consulate, claiming the 
group had legally bought the 
house, police said. 

Police cleared out the 
guards on Thursday and 
authorities ordered both the' 
Ateret Cohanim and the 
building's Palestinian owners 
barred from entry until own- 
ership could be established. 

Ateret Cohanim and other 
such groups "have already 
bought 48 buildings from 
Arabs in Jerusalem's Old City 
and Silwan, a neighbourhood 
just outside it." Khalil 
Tufakji, a Palestinian expert 
on settler activity, told AfT. 

“So far they have not 
moved into them, but they 
could start doing so." Mr. 


'I\ifakji stud. 

The groups are encoura^ 
by the Israel's right-wing 
government, which 

announced the end of four- 
year ban on Jewish building 
in the West Bank and has 
pushed to end the official 
Palestinian presence in East 
Jerusalem, he said. 

“These groups feel the 
political climate and when 
they feel it's right to create an 
incident they move in." he 
said. 

The groups buy the build- 
ings “usually through Arab 
middle-meD" from their 
Palestinian owners, “who 
sometimes know who they 
are selling to and sometimes 
not." Mr. TUfakji said. 

The house seized 
Wednesday night may have 
been sold to Ateret Cohanim 
by members of the 
F^estinian Al Alami family 
now living in Sweden, which 
partially owned it along with 
the Al Rashid family, 
Palestinian rources said. 

Ateret Cohanim denied it 
was involved in the seizure of 
the house, the Post said, cit- 
ing a spokesman saying the 
group “works in other parts 
of the city," 

Meanwhile. Israel autho- 
rised the dispatch of 13 
mobile homes to West Bank 
settlements a day after police 
blocked their deployment on 
grounds it was unauthorised, 
officials said. 

In a confrontation with set- 
tlers late Thursday, police 
prevented a convoy ferrying 
some 20 of the mobile home 
units from being driven to the 


settlentents of Dolev and 
Talmon. near the town of 
Ramallah. 

Police said the settlers had 
not received proper authorisa- 
tion to move the caravans 
and ordered the drivers to turn 
back, but settlers from 
Jewish communities in the 
area blocked the road. 

Al^er an hours-long stand 
off, the defence minis^ 
aulhorised five of the mobile 
homes to continue into Dolev 
and said another eight would 
be allowed later Friday into 
Talmon. 

As part of its policy of 
expanding Jeu'ish settlements 
in the territories, the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu decid- 
ed last month to authorise the 
dispatch of 300 mobile 
homes to existing settlements. 

The mobile units are des- 
tined to serve as classrooms 
and administrative offices 
but not homes. The defence 
ministry has also authorised 
construction of hundreds of 
homes in settlements near 
Jerusalem. 

But settler leaders have 
protested that the goverrunent 
is moving too slowly and 
Israeli press reports said 
Thursday's attempt to move 
the mobile homes before 
receiving permits was a cal- 
culated move by the settlers 
to highlight their complaints. 

Tbe presence with 
Thursday’s convoy of 
Pinchas Wallerstein, leader 
of settlers in the West Bank, 
appeared to confinn that the 
settlers had been planning for 
a confrontation with police. 


Watchdog reports fraud 
in landmark Bosnia polls 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — An 
independent watchdog moni- 
toring tbe peace process in 
Bosnia released a study Friday 
that appeared no point to ballot 
rigging in the republic's con- 
troversial weekend election. 

In Pafis. officials said mean- 
while, the presidents of Bosnia 
and Serbia, will meet there on 
OcL 3 for their fust official 
bilateral summit meeting. 

French foreign ministiy 
spokesman Jacques Rumm- 
elbardt announc^ the date for 
the meeting between Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and the newly reelected 
Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic. 

The summit — which was 
airanged with tbe help'tif inter- 
national envoy Carl BUdt and 
will be hosted by French 
President Jacques Chirac — 
“is expected to fo-cus on pur- 
suing the normalisation of ties 
betu’een the two countries.'' 
Mr. Rumm-elhardt said. 

Mr. Milosevic and Mr. 
Izetbegovic hav’e met several 
times — both in public and in 
private — since Bosnia 
declared independence from 
the crumbling former 
Yugoslav federation and 
Belgrade aimed, supplied and 


backed rebel Seib forces in the 
war that followed. 

They both attended peace 
negotiatioos at Dayton, CMuo, 
last year, met in P^ in 
Decerr^r to sign the peace 
tre^ and most recently met In 
Geneva on Aug. 14. 

In Sarajevo. the 
International Crisis group said 
that based on unofficial figures 
for the results for Bosnia’s 
rotating three member presi- 
dency tbe turnout figure for 
last Saturday's vote was 
"improbably high." 

Turnout among the Serbs 
was nearly 100 per cent, at 
9S.5 per cent, while the 
Muslims' turnout was over the 
maximum at 103.1 percenL 

Croat turnout meanwhile 
was still high but not improba- 
ble at 79.3 per cenL according 
to ICG which is headed by for- 
mer U.S. congressman George 
Mitchell. 

Bosru'a's Muslims. Serbs 
and Croats each voted for an 
ethnic representative in the 
new'-style ruling body in the 
most holly contested race in 
the multi-tier elections. 

The ICG calculations, if cor- 
rect. would point to ballot 
stuffing by both Serbs and 
Muslims, whose candidates 


were in a head-to-head battle 
to secure the cbaJnnanship of 
the Bosnian presidency, and 
thus represent the country. 

A Western official monitor- 
ing tbe election process said; 
“something stinks here.” 

Mr. Izetbegovic scraped in 
ahead of Bosnian Serb 
Momcilo Krajisnik by 40.0(X) 
votes. 

A Krajisnik victory would 
have been unpalatable for 
many. The state company 
director turned nationalist 
helped lead Seib efforts to tear 
the country apart together with 
indicted war crimes suspect 
Radovan Karadzic. 

“In former totalitarian 
regimes these sorts of figures 
would not have been unusual. 
However, we know that noth- 
ing like that total voting popu- 
lation acutally v'oted." Terence 
Clark of the ICG said. 

ICG arrived at its conclu- 
sions. Mr. Clark said, using 
“exnemely conservative" cal- 
culations of the electorate 
known not to have voted. 
Subtracting this sum — some 
half a million people — from 
the estimated maximum num- 
ber of voters for each ethnic 
group, it made a comparison 
with the returned ballots. 


Implementation of Iraqi oil 
deal not before 1997 — Ghali 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The oil-for-food deal 
that would allow Iraq to 
export oil in order to pur- 
chase humanitarian supplies 
may not be implemented 
until 1997. according to the 
U.N. secretary general. 

In an interview with .AFP. 
Boutros Ghali said the deal 
faced problems that could 
delay implementation under 
U.N. Resolution 986 — the 
oil-for-food resolution — — 
until 1997. 

“1, personally, would like 
it to take place os quickly as 
possible, because it is a 
humanitarian resolution, 
and tbe Iraqi populace is 
suffering." Dr.. Ghali said. 

'‘We think that 986 is a 
humanitarian resolution 
independent" of Baghdad's 
recent offensive in northern 
Iraq, which forced the sec- 
retary general to delay car- 
rying out the agreement. 

Dr. Ghali added he 
believed the problems 
delaying implementation 
were primarily “technical." 

In addition to "problems 


related to the security of 
U.N. inspectors" the U.N, 
"still faces adminiscraiive 
and financial difficulties 
independent of the crisis” 
opposing Baghdad to 
Washington. 

He indicated that the 
United Nations had still not 
- received U.S. permi.ssion to 
open a escrow account to 
allow it to manage funds 
from the oil-for-food deal. 

The deal, signed in May. 
was to be supervised by the 
United Nations. Dr. Gali 
chose the New York sub- 
sidiary of the Banque 
Naiionaie de Pari.s fBNP) 
for the escrow account. But 
the BNP was waiting for a 
U.S. treasury' exemption 
from the sanctions against 
Iraq, in effect since 1^0. 

Asked if he believed Iraq 
and the United States were 
serious about implementing 
the airangement. he said 
“there is in Iraq a school of 
thought opposed to 986." 

“Remember that Iraq had 
(initially) rejected the reso- 
lution, and that ... I bad to 


convince tihera)," he added. 

Queried on U.S. inten- 
tions. Dr. Ghali replied that 
“in every declaration before 
the Security Council, the 
United States said it was 
mteresied in implementing 

On September 3. shortly 
after the first U.S. strikes 
against Iraq, President Bill 
Clinton had said the oil-for- 
food deal would not be 
implemented until 

Washington were certain 
that humanitarian assistance 
would reach its intended 
targets. 

"it is clear after what hap- 
pened tin Iraqi Kurdistan) 
that there are problems in 
the field." Dr. Ghali said. 

Non-governmental organ- 
isations (NGOs) have been 
dismantled, and the U.N. 
"wa.s counting on NGOs for 
distribution (of the humani- 
tarian supplies.) 

"There are therefore prob- 
lems which, according to 
me, are nonetheless not 
insurmountable." he con- 
cluded. 


YeJtsin turns 
down offer of 
donated heart 

MOSCOW IR) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsiru 
waiting for a bean byiuss 
• operation, has turned down a 
supporter's offer to donate 
her own heart if the presi- 
dent ever needed a trans- 
plant. But ITAR-TASS news 
agency said Friday that Mr. 
Yeltsin had written to would- 
be donor Zinajd a 
Ramazonovna Boliyeva 
thanking her for the offer. “I 
was touched," TASS quoted 
the letter as saring. “Of 
course there can be no talk 
of this, but (he mere expres- 
sion of your emotions is very 
dear to me. I want to express 
my total gratitude to you, 
dear Zinaida 

Ramazonovna." TASS had 
said that Ms. Boliyeva, 46. 
made her offer at tbe office 
of the government party Our 
Home Is Russia in die 
autonomous region of North 
Ossetia, close to breakaway 
Chechenya. 'The Russian 
president must ' have a 
healthy heart and be able to 
work hard." TASS quoted 
Ms. Boliye\'a as saying. "He 
has to continue tbe course of 
democratic reforms and eco- 
nomic transformations 
which he has launched." 

This postman 
only rings once 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
postman in the Indian c:q)ita] 
has been arrested for refus- 
ing to deliver mail unless be 
was bribed, the Pioneer 
newspaper said Friday. The 
daily said anti-corruption 
agents arrested Mohammed 
Abbas after he was caught 
accepting 400 rupees (S11.4) 
from a businessman who bad 
not been receiving his mail 
regularly. Manish Kumar, a 
fruit merebam, had earlier 
complained that Mr. Abbas 
had been refusing to hand 
mail over unless he was paid 
money. India's giant postal 
service, one of the world's 
biggest and oldesL is notori- 
ous for delays, strikes and 
lost mail. A postal go-slow in 
the Indian capital last year 
fuelled a storm in parlia- 
ment. 

Boy scouts get 
new merit 
badge — for PR 

LONDON (AFP) — Along 
with knot-tying and camp- 
fire-starting. British Boy 
Scouts have added a new 
survival skill to their bag of 
proficiencies — public rela- 
tions. Scouts wishing to 
qualify as bona fide PR men 
will have to give a presenta- 
tion about scouting and pre- 
pare a press release about an 
expedition or activity which 
gets media coverage. They 
will also have to produce a 
troop newsletter, create a 
visual display for a parents' 
evening and arrange a visit 
to a local newspaper. A 
Scout Association 

spokesman said the idea was 
to “update tbe stereotype 
people have of scouting — 
funny hats, shorts and help- 
ing grannies across the 
street.'" The merit badge 
emblem for scouting's latest 
skill will be a tiny mobile ’ 
telephone. 

Up to 300,000 
youngsters live 

rough on 

U.K. streets 

LONDON (RJ — Up to 
300,0(X) youngsters are 
sleeping rough on the streets 
of Britain, according to a 
charities report. More than 
one in 30 young people io 
the 16-25 age group may be 
affected, said the Nadonal 
Inquiry into Preventing 
Youth Homelessness. Th© 
Children's and Housing 
Charities said the problem 
had been hidden and 
neglected in Britain. Inquiry 
Chairman Andreas Whittazn 
Smith, founding editor of the 
Independent newspaper,^ 
said: “The young homeless 
are actually getting younger 
and the proportion of the 
young homeless who are 
women is also rising. It's a 
startlingly large problem and 
it's certainly one that's get- 
ting worse." 
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